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Moving Forward with Nature
It seems like yesterday I was hiking your park trails, noting the flourish
of spring wildflowers and listening to and watching migrating songbirds.
Then I witnessed the beauty of Ohio Spiderwort, a profusion of purple at
Unger Park’s prairie. Now, today, I look out and see our late summer plant
species (Prairie Dock, Blue Lobelia, among others) in full bloom. Wow!
Summer has flown by! Yet, something that hasn’t changed is the
omnipresent virus, Covid-19.
As we looked at what summer for the CPD would look like, we knew it
would be different. Parks and preserves remained open, with a very
marked increase in visitation – not just at Lowe-Volk Park, but at all of
your parks. We opened the Nature Center in the middle of June, but it
looked different. Due to cleaning mandates and lack of available cleaning
supplies, many amenities you are familiar with were not, and still are not,
available. The Kids’ Learning Tree was roped off, all kids’ play area items
were put away, and restrictions were put in place for the gift shop. Our
Ohio Spiderwort at Unger Park
wildlife ambassadors are still on display for your viewing pleasure and
park staff is available to answer questions. And while we cancelled Nature
Camp, we knew we had to provide something: doing nothing would have been a severe disservice to the community.
With large gathering orders still in place, large events (Living History Days, Animal Extravaganza, Water Carnival) were
out of the equation. After conferring with our county Health Commissioner, staff formulated programming ideas. The staff
revisited many popular program ideas, not just public programs, but also Nature Camp favorites: Archery, Canoeing, Aquatic
Adventures, Fishing, and Animal Encounters came to the top. Availability of staff due to Nature Camp being cancelled
allowed for more opportunities to offer these programs during the day, evening, and on weekends. Our supply of program
materials also allowed for us to accommodate a number of
families, for instance: Families were given (sanitized) nets and
tubs, led to the wetland, shown how to use the nets, and given
a section of the wetland’s bank to explore, all the while staying
socially distant from other families. All told, over 50 programs
were offered with over 1000 participants taking advantage of
the facilitated, socially distant programming. From tadpoles to
bullseyes, people have loved the opportunity to experience and
explore the outdoors.
Another aspect staff looked at was getting park-goers into
the other parks and preserves managed by the CPD. Many
times, people ask if there are parks other than Lowe-Volk; and
are then surprised to know there are indeed 4 other parks with
hiking trails. Lisa developed “Park Palooza”. Participants
signed up with Lisa, visited each park, submitted a photo of a
Cottrill Family conquering
predefined feature within each park or answered a question
Park Palooza
specific to each location, and received a button

commemorating their visit. If they visited all five
parks, they were given a “Go Take a Hike” shirt.
Another “visit other parks” initiative was a
“Storybook Trail” series. Abby selected five
stories, laminated the pages, and placed them
along the park trails at various times throughout
the summer. Again, participants submitted a photo of the last page of the
story and received a button; if they visited all five trails, they received a
storybook trail book of their choice. Almost 100 have participated in
these two programs. From the trodden trails of Lowe-Volk to the
sunshine laden paths of Daughmer, people have enjoyed visiting their
parks.
As we look forward to getting back to normal, we continue to navigate
the “not normal”. Where allowed, naturalists are communicating with
teachers, setting up our monthly classroom visits. As with the summer,
pre-registration is still required for fall programming; and there will be
no large events. With bird banding, Infant Explorers, Toddler Trots,
nature hikes, canoeing, archery, and more, there is plenty offered this fall
for you to get your nature fix.
Scouring the Butterfly Garden, I can see Tall Goldenrod flower blossoms waiting to emerge. Soon, fall will bring the
changing leaves and cooler temperatures and winter will offer up what it usually provides us, snow and cold. As nature
marches on from season to season, so too will your Crawford Park District: programs are available, and the parks are
open. Thank you for your support and “Go Take a Hike!”
Yours in Nature, Joshua Dyer

PARK NEWS

CPD Welcomes New Part-time Naturalist
Hello! I am Chelsea Gottfried, and I am thrilled to be joining the staff
here at the Crawford Park District. I will be leading our new Forest Friends
pre-Kindergarten learning in nature program and will also be assisting
with other programs and events! I grew up just outside of Galion,
graduating from Northmor in 2003, and now live west of Bucyrus with my
husband, Wade, and two sons, Will (13) and Weston (11). Our menagerie
is constantly changing, but currently, we have five ducks, an alpaca named
Bear, a bunny named Sophie, and a sweet old dog named Ava.
After majoring in Early Childhood Education with minors in Biology and
Psychology at Ohio Wesleyan University, I was the gifted intervention
specialist at both River Valley elementary schools and then homeschooled
my boys. A homeschool field trip is actually what first introduced me to
this wonderful park district and its amazing staff, and I haven’t been able
to stay away since. While I have always been outdoorsy and a lover of all
plants and animals, until I began attending CPD programs I was mostly
blind to the awesome creatures and incredible interactions that could be
found locally in parks and even in my own backyard. Volunteering at the
park has been fun as well--Josh and Lisa have put me to work checking
bird boxes, narrating puppet shows, leading field trips, and more.
If you have read any of my past newsletter articles (Dragons & Damsels and Scorpionfly), you may have figured out that I
am passionate about insects! I find them endlessly fascinating--always new ones to see and new behaviors to discover. Since
getting my first real (not phone!) camera a year ago, I have also grown to love nature photography, especially as it allows me
to see all of the intricate details of insects not always visible to the naked eye. Last year, I worked to obtain photographic
records for Ohio’s Odonata Survey (adding 12 new dragonfly and damselfly species to Crawford County’s list!), and this year I
am assisting with Ohio’s Bee Survey. I am also currently co-writing a book about gardening to attract moths, which should
come out next summer or fall. When not exploring and photographing nature, I enjoy foraging for wild edibles, gardening,
cooking & baking, reading, and playing volleyball.
I look forward to combining my passions for education and nature while working here and hope to see you soon!
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PROGRAMS

Pre-registration is required for all programs this quarter. All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted.
For more information or questions about programs, call 419-683-9000, or visit www.crawfordpd.org

September
Homeschool in Nature: Native Seeds
Thursday, September 3 or September 10
9am, 11am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Most native trees and plants produce seeds for the
survival of the species. These seeds are also
important because they provide food to animals
during the fall and winter. Dress for the weather
because we will take a walk through the park looking
for the various seeds tucked away or right under our
nose. Classes are limited to 10 students per session.
Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to
reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old.
Monarch Tagging
Friday, September 11 5:30pm
Buckeye Central Outdoor Learning Lab
Learn about the life cycle of
the Monarch butterfly, its
need for milkweed plants,
and
their
amazing
migration to Mexico. You
will have an opportunity to
help Kansas University with
Monarch migration and
population research by
attempting to capture, tag,
and release Monarch butterflies. All ages welcome.
Nets will be provided. Please call the Park District at
419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Nature at Night: Caterpillars Aglow
Saturday, Sept. 12 8:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Did you know that some caterpillars glow under UV
light? Join Naturalists Abby and Chelsea for a night
hike to search for those bioluminescent larvae and
their adult moths. All ages
are welcome; however, a
night
hike
can
be
intimidating for younger
audiences. Please call the
Park District at 419-6839000 to reserve a spot.

Canoeing
Monday, September 14 5:30pm Neff Reservoir
Join us for an evening paddle around the Neff
Reservoir. After a lesson on canoeing basics and
safety, we will take to the water! You will need to
wear shoes that can get wet. Please call the Park
District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Monarch Tagging
Wednesday, Sept. 16 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Learn about the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly,
its need for milkweed plants, and their amazing
migration to Mexico. You will have an opportunity to
help Kansas University with Monarch migration and
population research by attempting to capture, tag,
and release Monarch butterflies. All ages welcome.
Nets will be provided. Please call the Park District at
419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Fireside with Johnny Appleseed
Friday, September 18 7:30pm Unger Park
Enjoy a peaceful evening
around a campfire while
listening to John Chapman
tell his tale. Better known
as Johnny Appleseed,
Chapman traveled from
Massachusetts to Indiana,
spreading
“the
good
news”, all the while
making sure early pioneers had a valuable resource:
apples. Bring your family and lawn chairs. Please call
the Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Pickin’ Pawpaws
Saturday, September 19 2pm Sears Woods
“Pickin’ up pawpaws, puttin’ em in her pocket!”
Come on a hike with Lisa and Chelsea to learn about
and search for our largest native fruit… the Pawpaw!
If the pickins are ripe and ready, we will have a tasty
snack. Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000
to reserve a spot.
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PROGRAMS
September
Canoeing
Sunday, September 20 1pm Neff Reservoir
Join Josh and Lisa for a paddle around the Neff
Reservoir. After a lesson on canoeing basics and
safety, we will take to the water! You will need to
wear shoes that can get wet. Please call the Park
District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Yoga in the Park
Sunday, September 20 3pm Lowe-Volk Park
Join Instructor Kay Smith for an hour of outdoor
Yoga with beautiful Lowe-Volk Park as the backdrop.
Moving gracefully from one pose to the next, while
focusing on balance and breath, enjoy a full mindbody experience. Bring your mat and water. In the
event of inclement weather, class will take place in
the Nature Center. Please call the Park District at 419
-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Monarch Tagging
Monday, September 21 5:30pm Unger Park
Learn about the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly,
its need for milkweed plants, and their amazing
migration to Mexico. You will have an opportunity to
help Kansas University with Monarch migration and
population research by attempting to capture, tag,
and release Monarch butterflies. All ages welcome.
Nets will be provided. Please call the Park District at
419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Prairie Flora
Tuesday, Sept. 22 6:30pm Salem Cemetery
(East of Parcher & Lower-Leesville Intersection)
Examination of prairie plants will take place at the
Salem Prairie which has several species that other
prairies
in
Crawford County
do not.
Meet
Warren
Uxley
and learn about
the threatened
and endangered
plants of Ohio’s
prairies.

Toddler Trot: Creekin’
Thursday, Sept. 24 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Creeks are great fun to
explore!
For
toddlers,
walking in a creek helps
develop gross and fine
motor skills, along with
engaging a child’s natural
curiosity. Join Josh and
McKinley as they wade and explore the Sandusky
River. Old tennis shoes are recommended. Please call
the Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Archery
Friday, September 25 5-7pm Unger Park
Whether for sport, food, or fun, archery is a great
outdoor activity that gets us away from the gadgets
of life, allowing us to focus on one thing: hitting the
target. Join us for an evening archery shoot that will
include an introduction to archery safety and
shooting basics. All equipment will be provided.
Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to
reserve a spot.
Sandusky River Clean Sweep
Saturday, September 26 9am-12pm
Meet at Aumiller Park
Volunteer to help remove trash from the Sandusky
River. Volunteers must register prior to the event.
Please dress to be in the stream with closed-toe
footwear. Trash bags, gloves, and a light snack bag
will be provided. See flier on page 13 for registration
details.

Yoga in the Park
Sunday, September 27 3pm Lowe-Volk Park
Join Instructor Kay Smith for an hour of outdoor
Yoga with beautiful Lowe-Volk Park as the backdrop.
Moving gracefully from one pose to the next, while
focusing on balance and breath, enjoy a full mindbody experience. Bring your mat and water. In the
event of inclement weather, class will take place in
the Nature Center. Please call the Park District at 419
-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
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September/October
Infant Explorers: Seeds
Wednesday, Sept. 30 5pm Lowe-Volk Park
Your first instinct
may be to bundle
babies up and keep
them
indoors.
However, research
tells us that infants
in outdoor spaces
benefit from access
to a wide variety of
sensory
stimuli
which they just cannot experience indoors. Join
Naturalist Abby and baby Vincenzo for a program
about seeds that will engage your infant’s senses and
get parents and baby out of the house for some fresh
air! Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to
reserve a spot.
Homeschool in Nature: Life Cycles
Thursday, October 1 or October 8
9am, 11am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Metamorphosis is happening all around us. While a
mosquito may take just a few days to go from egg to
adult, a species of cicada takes 17 years to complete
its transformation. We will look for animals that take
part in this natural phenomenon. Dress for the
weather. Classes are limited to 10 students per
session. Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000
to reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old.
Fall Insect Hike
Sunday, October 4 2pm Unger Park
Which insects are active in autumn? We will hunt for
ferocious robber flies and ambush bugs along the
woodland edges, look for beautiful Bronze Copper
butterflies and Milkweed Bugs in the prairie, and
search for cherry red Autumn Meadowhawk
dragonflies around the pond! We will learn about the
life cycles of insects and will also discuss where they
go in winter. Come explore the trails of Unger with
Chelsea to see what we can discover together! Please
call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a
spot.

Yoga in the Park
Sunday, October 4 3pm Lowe-Volk Park
Join Instructor Kay Smith for an hour of outdoor
Yoga with beautiful Lowe-Volk Park as the backdrop.
Moving gracefully from one pose to the next, while
focusing on balance and breath, enjoy a full mindbody experience. Bring your mat and water. In the
event of inclement weather, class will take place in
the Nature Center. Please call the Park District at 419
-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Rock Tumbling
Sat., October 10 & 24 10:30am Lowe-Volk Park
You will learn about rock tumbling equipment and
the process of tumbling rocks. We will start a rock
tumbler with rough stone
and go through all 4
polishing stages to create
beautiful polished rocks.
Volunteer Bryan Summer
will lead this rockin’
program! The first session
will start the rough
tumbling process; session 2
will finish with the polish tumble. A one-hour
multimedia lesson will be part of this hands-on
activity. Please plan on attending both sessions; call
the Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Toddler Trot: Incredible Insects
Tuesday, October 13 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Insects are very important animals in our natural
world. Join Josh and McKinley to explore this very
diverse group of organisms. Armed with sweep nets,
participants
will
explore Lowe-Volk
Park
trying
to
capture our sixlegged friends. Nets
will be provided.
Please call the Park
District at 419-6839000 to reserve a
spot.
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October/November
Riddle Me This!
Saturday, October 17 5-7pm Lowe-Volk Park
Can you follow your map, to
find each checkpoint, while
solving a nature-based riddle,
and make it out of the woods
before dark? This is a selfguided adventure, but there
will be volunteers along the
way if you need some help.
There will also be a shorter
loop for younger participants,
or larger loop for the more
adventurous. Please call the Park District at 419-683
-9000 to reserve a spot.
Nature Hike
Sunday, Oct. 18 2pm Heckert Nature Preserve
A hike through the forest of the Heckert Nature
Preserve will reveal a great deal about this habitat in
Crawford County. Meet Warren Uxley to learn about
the mature forest of Heckert.
Canoeing
Tuesday, October 20 5:30pm Neff Reservoir
Join Josh and Abby for a fall, evening paddle around
Neff Reservoir. Learn some canoeing basics and take
to the water, while enjoying trees in their fall colors!
You will need to wear shoes that can get wet. Please
call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a
spot.
Archery Pumpkin Shoot
Thursday, October 22 4-7pm Unger Park
Finishing out our Archery programming this year,
we will have our pumpkin shoot! Join Lisa and Abby
for a fun evening of shooting pumpkins with bows
and arrows. We are going to test your archery skills
with smaller targets. All equipment and pumpkins
will be provided. Please call the Park District at 419683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Did you know… With fused body parts, Daddy-long
Legs are not true spiders? True spiders have two
distinct body parts: cephalothorax and abdomen.

Nature at Night: Spider Search
Saturday, October 24 8:30pm Unger Park
Want a natural scare before Halloween? Join
Naturalist Abby for a night hike to search for spiders
by finding their many glowing eyes at night; and
learn why you don’t have to be afraid of them! All
ages are welcome; however, a night hike can be
intimidating for younger audiences. Please call the
Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Infant Explorers: Leaves
Wednesday, October 28 5pm Lowe-Volk Park
Your first instinct may be to
bundle babies up and keep them
indoors. However, research tells
us that infants in outdoor spaces
benefit from access to a wide
variety of sensory stimuli which
they just cannot experience
indoors. Join Naturalist Abby
and baby Vincenzo for a
program about leaves that will
engage your infant’s senses and
get parents and baby out of the house for some fresh
air! Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to
reserve a spot.
Homeschool in Nature: Track the Tracks
Thursday, November 5 or November 12
9am, 11am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
We will take a stroll through the woods following
clues left behind from animals that have passed
through. Can you tell who left them? Dress for the
weather. Classes are limited to 10 students per
session. Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000
to reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old.
Saw-Whet Owls
Friday, November 6 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
Secretive and nocturnal, Saw-whets are Ohio’s
smallest owl. With a handful of nesting records in
Ohio, Saw-whets breed mostly in northern boreal
forests, with some venturing south in the fall and
winter months. Bird bander Bob Placier will bring
his mist nets back to Lowe-Volk to gather data on
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PROGRAMS
November
these diminutive owls. A PowerPoint presentation
will be followed by checks of the mist nets in the
hopes of catching a few of these nocturnal flyers.
Between net checks, there will be a campfire to enjoy
the fall evening. Dress for the weather and bring a
flashlight! Fun for the whole family! Call the Park
District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Fall Bird Banding
Saturday, Nov. 7 8am-12pm Lowe-Volk Park
Fall bird banding gives
us insight into bird
populations
that
remain in or come to
Crawford County for
the winter. Bob Placier
will have his nets open
and traps set to see
who is hanging around
this time of year. Fun
for all ages! Call the
Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Rock Tumbling
Saturday, Nov. 7 & 21 10:30am Lowe-Volk Park
You will learn about rock tumbling equipment and
the process of tumbling rocks. We will start a rock
tumbler with rough stone and go through all 4
polishing stages to create beautiful polished rocks.
Volunteer Bryan Summer will lead this rockin’
program! The first session will start the rough
tumbling process; session 2 will finish with the
polish tumble. A one-hour multimedia lesson will be
part of this hands-on activity. Please plan on
attending both sessions; call the Park District at 419683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Toddler Trot: Nuts About Leaves
Saturday, Nov. 7 2pm Heckert Nature Preserve
Leaves and nuts are fun nature items that help
toddlers learn shapes, count, and sort. Join Josh and
McKinley for a stroll through Heckert’s woodland,
looking for colorful leaves and nutty seeds. Please
call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a
spot.

Nature at Night: Nocturnal Animals
Sat., Nov. 14 8:30pm Heckert Nature Preserve
The night comes alive with animals that can only be
seen or heard after the sun sets. Join Abby to learn
about Ohio’s nocturnal animals while going on a
night hike in search of those nocturnal creatures. All
ages are welcome; however, the night hike can be
difficult for younger kids who have a fear of the dark.
Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to
reserve a spot.
Infant Explorers: Turkeys
Wednesday, November 18 5pm Lowe-Volk Park
Your first instinct may be to bundle babies up and
keep them indoors. However, research tells us that
infants in outdoor spaces benefit from access to a
wide variety of sensory stimuli which they just
cannot experience indoors. Join Naturalist Abby and
baby Vincenzo for a program about turkeys that will
engage your infant’s senses and get parents and baby
out of the house for some fresh air! Please call the
Park District at 419-683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Sparrows
Tuesday, November 24 7pm Lowe-Volk Park
Sparrows are a difficult
group of birds to identify:
brown, small and there are
so many different species.
Meet Warren Uxley at LoweVolk and learn the intimate
behaviors and identification
patterns of sparrows. Please
call the Park District at 419683-9000 to reserve a spot.
Birds
Saturday, November 28 9am Sears Woods
A walk through the woods at Sears in search of the
winter birds that are present this year. Each year
can bring a new species of bird to our area and
hopefully we will find whatever is new this year.
Meet Warren Uxley at Sears and go looking for birds.
Please call the Park District at 419-683-9000 to
reserve a spot.
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Junior Naturalists:
Wetland Takeover
By Abby Ditomassi
As a Naturalist working for the Crawford Park District for two
years, I have obtained a great amount of knowledge about the
natural world and have had many wonderful experiences
interacting with the residents of Crawford and surrounding
counties, and even some from out of state. I was welcomed into
a park district with well-established programs carried out by the
Naturalists before me. There were programs for toddlers,
preschoolers, homeschoolers, school programs that target
preschool-3rd grade, and a summer Nature Camp that was for
ages 5-12 years old. After campers finished their last year of
camp, a few would decide to come back and volunteer as camp
helpers. It became apparent to me that this demographic of young people ages 13-18 years had the potential to be more than
just volunteers for the park, but to become Junior Naturalists. I felt this would enable them to take their enthusiasm for nature
and let it grow into something more instead of being left behind when they turn 12 years old. I have always enjoyed working
with this age group and remember how enthusiastic I was as a teenager with my love for snakes. I was lucky enough to have
sought out a mentor in Dave Sagan at the Hocking Valley Nature Center who kept my
enthusiasm alive and taught me so much of what I know about snakes today. As an
adolescent, I was set on a path that led me to where I am today, and I hope to do the
same for many of the youth in Crawford and surrounding counties.
The Junior Naturalist Club was established March 2019, with the goal “To foster and
encourage excitement for nature and nature related careers among a community of
young adults, giving them tools they need to excel in the pursuits of their interests.”
We hold monthly meetings on a variety of topics. Past meetings have included
information on animal handling, interpretation, careers, and hosting guest speakers like
Nathan Cass, Crawford County’s Wildlife Officer. We raised money through concessions
at the CPD’s large events to buy club t-shirts created by our very artistically talented
Junior Naturalist, Alison Longwell. We hope to use future funds for field trips to various
natural history sites. We have also had many meetings learning how to identify the
flora and fauna of Crawford County. Our most recent meeting focused on identifying
dragonflies and damselflies (Odonata). I gave a brief
presentation teaching them about the Odonata:
anatomy, vocabulary, and key traits for identification. We spent two hours around the wetland
and pond catching Odonates and used field guides to identify the species. They also sketched
them in their field journals, labeling the traits that helped with identification like occipital bars
and thoracic stripes. We were able to identify and document over 10 different species, making
for a great meeting!
Teaching the Junior Naturalists how to identify insects like Odonata not only aids them in
their enthusiasm and fascination for insects that are often overlooked by many, but also helps
to contribute to citizen science projects like the Ohio Dragonfly Survey. This project was put on
by the Ohio Odonata Society and Ohio Division of Wildlife to update information on the
distribution and abundance of Ohio dragonflies and damselflies. Our data was posted on
iNaturalist, the online platform used to collect data for the project. Not only did we contribute
to existing data sets, but questions came up at the meeting that could be the start of a student-lead research project down the
road, such as how many different Odonata visit our wetland versus the pond and river? I encourage you to think of positive
ways you could be impacting the youth in your very own community. While not realizing it yet, we could be inspiring our youth
to be the future scientists and naturalists of the world.
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Sparrows

By Warren Uxley

Sparrows – the subject is a bit difficult and not because I dislike
sparrows, but because it’s a subject that a vast majority of people just
don’t want to spend the time that is required to learn the basics. They
are small, abundant, and many are a dull brown color that makes them
difficult to identify to the species level. I like sparrows, they are
difficult for sure but they are extremely interesting and a few are
actually quite beautiful.
Seventeen different species of sparrows have been seen in
Ohio; that’s a lot of birds to learn. One species (House Sparrow) is
introduced from Europe and is in my opinion a major problem; it’s a
dominating and evil presence. The rest are native and only one (Song
Sparrow) can be seen every day of the year, the rest are seasonal in
occurrence within the Buckeye state.
There are three types of sparrows found in Ohio: one type is the migrant that spends the winter
one hundred to a thousand miles south but it does breed here; the second type winters in the south but
will migrate through Ohio since it breeds in the far north; and the third type will spend the winter
here but will move north in the spring. That is a lot of seasonal movements. Even the Song Sparrow
is part of this as the entire population
moves north and south. The Song
Sparrows that we see in the winter are
not the same birds that we see as
breeders in the spring.
If you think you might want to
learn the sparrows, I will be doing a
PowerPoint presentation November 24,
7pm at Lowe-Volk Park. Plan on
attending to gain insights about these
most handsome birds.
The sparrows pictured, starting
top left and going counterclockwise:
White-throated, Vesper, Grasshopper,
Field, Tree, and Song.
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Recycling Update
Recycling is an important practice that eliminates waste in our landfills and allows materials to be reused for
similar or other materials. At the onset of shutdowns, recycling in Crawford County came to a screeching halt
with trailers and bins pulled from various locations. As restrictions were relaxed and guidelines set forth, as
with many other aspects of life, recycling came back. There were a few changes however. No longer will
Crawford County provide trailers for group recycling. However, the recycling trailers are placed throughout the
county offering many locations for environmentally-conscience citizens to do their part. The following is a list
of these locations. Please note that these trailers are only set out Monday-Friday, except Lowe-Volk Park which
is Monday-Thursday. Trailers are not left out over the weekend.
Bucyrus City Hall
Quality Inn (Bucyrus)
Galion East Park
Crestline Village Hall
Lowe-Volk Park
New Washington (Behind Village Hall)
If you have a large amount of recyclables, please consider taking them to the Crawford County Recycling
Center, located at 5128 Lincoln Highway East, between the hours of 8am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Common Household Items that can be
Recycled in Crawford County
• PLASTICS – Look on the bottom of the container, locate • PAPER • NEWSPAPER (Ad slicks are ok) • OFFICE AND
the recycling symbol and then the number within.
COMPUTER PAPER • JUNK MAIL • TELEPHONE BOOKS •
a. #1 (PETE) “CLEAR” (Please rinse first, labels and caps
MAGAZINES and CATALOGS • PAPERBACK BOOKS (No
do not need removed) • Soda Bottles • Water Bottles •
hardbacks, please!)
Creamers • Vitamins
• GLASS - BROWN, GREEN OR CLEAR (Please rinse first
b. #2 (HDPE) “NATURAL” (Please rinse first, labels and
and separate by color, labels do not need removed)
caps do not need removed) • Milk Jugs • Water Jugs •
Juice • Shampoo • Laundry Soap and Bleach
c. #3-#7 Can Be Mixed Together (Please rinse first, labels • ALUMINUM CANS ONLY (Please rinse first) NO aluminum foil or food trays are accepted.
and caps do not need removed)
• BOXBOARD
a. Shoe Boxes
b. Cereal Boxes
c. Soda Cartons
d. Dry Food Packaging Boxes – fruit snacks, pop tarts,
noodles, etc.
• CARDBOARD (corrugated)
a. Pizza Boxes – Clean, no crumbs or liner paper
b. Packaging Boxes

• STEEL CANS (Please rinse first but labels may stay on)
a. Soup
b. Vegetable
(This list was taken and adapted from Crawford Soil and Water Conservation District and Crawford County Solid Waste District. Visit
their websites for more on recycling and conservation practices.)
www.crawfordswcd.org
www.crawfordcountysolidwaste.com
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Daughmer Facelift

Over the course of a couple weeks, Ellen Bergman, of Genoa,
Ohio, primed and painted the historical marker, making it
much more visually appealing. Many thanks to Ellen for this
much needed update! Stop by Daughmer and give it a look!

CPD Book Club

Do you love nature and also love to read? With
the abundance of books available for nature lovers,
sometimes it’s hard to choose the next great book to read.
Join the Crawford Park District’s Book Club and we will
figure it out together! Pre-registration is recommended as
the club will be limited to 15 members. So
come armed with your favorite book
about nature or a nature centered book
you want to read and be ready to make
your case to the club!
Book Club Meeting Dates:
Sept. 29; Oct. 27; Nov. 24
Book Club meetings take place at the
Lowe-Volk Nature Center and start at
6:00pm.

Volunteer Opportunities
This fall, there will be a few opportunities to help better not just your parks, but also the environment in general. If
you are part of a youth organization, club, or you just want to pitch in, call the Park Office at 419-683-9000 to be
placed on a call-list, follow us on Facebook, and/or check our website periodically for dates, times, and locations.
Prairie Planting at Sandusky Headwaters Preserve: After
construction of the seasonal wetlands is complete, on or
about Oct. 1st, we will set dates to plant native plants on
the site. There will be hundreds of plants that need
planted; plan to help our native pollinators and beautify
your new preserve.

Prairie Seed Collection: Maintaining prairie health and
diversity is crucial to preserving prairie habitats. Through
seed collection, we can bolster certain plant species’
populations by sowing more seed. Collection sites will
vary between the following locations: Unger Park, Salem
Prairie, and Daughmer Bur Oak Savannah.
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Thank you to the following who have donated to
the Friends of the Crawford Park District:
May 16, 2020 Through August 15, 2020

FRIENDS MEMBERSHIPS
Kinglet (student/senior)
Dennis & Sharon Flaherty
Jim & Patricia Fruth
Noah Gingery
Horst Greilich
Delores Kalb
Jane Mollenkopf
Randy & Sarah Shifley
Cardinal (individual)
June Baker
Ronald & Rebecca Bryhn
Theresa Fritz
In Memory of Ron Fritz
Whit Martin
Debra Muntis
James & Leslie Rankin
Marlene Volk
Flock (family)
Jordyn Benton & The McGowans
Glenn & Barb Diebler
Lowell & Miriam Evarts
Diane Fortner
Durward & Martha Fortney
Charles & Patty Garrett
Susan Gulley & Family
In Memory of Herb Kraft
Annabel Kehres
Jack & Linda Kidwell
Kevin & Tonya Kimmel
John & Barb McCammon
Paul & Janet Nance
Pensinger Family
Su & David Rowles
Randy & Rhonda Scott Family
Bernie & Fran Spencer
Traci Zellner
Bur Oak Circle (supporting)
Bruce & Elizabeth Angell
Tim Bartholomew
Ken & Chris Berry
Harry Condry

Kevin & Beth Cotsmire
In Memory of Nancy Cotsmire
Emerson Eckstein
Chris & Tonya Fike
Alan & Mary Furner/Furner’s Floor
Coverings
Pat Hargis
Dennis Mollenkopf
James & Deb Pigman
Jason & Erin Ross
In Memory of Carolyn McMurray
Richard & Sheila Schieber
Greg & Verna Schifer
Jim & Shari Stump
Bald Eagle Club (sustaining)
Russell & Mary Badgley
Glen & Susan Blackford
Marge & John Connors
Donald Cover
Kathy & David Halsey
K & B Laundromat
Laura & Todd Longwell
Raymond & Wanda Trash
Doug & Joanne Weisenauer
Tallgrass Prairie Club (sponsoring)
Doug & Kim Beckley
In Memory of Clark & Lisa Morgan
Harold Eppley
Sarah Rhodebeck Hayslip
In Memory of James Rhodebeck
& Dr. Laurie Rhodebeck
Carol Rhodebeck
In Memory of James Rhodebeck
& Dr. Laurie Rhodebeck
Other Donations:
GE Foundation
Erin Gingery
The Herald
Hannah Jacobs
Kroger Customers
Anne Mahoney
John Neumann
Nature Stone
In Honor of Richard Carpenter
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Tender Loving Care Preschool
Judy Thiel
Erin Weber
Sarah Wegesin
Memorial Donations:
Bill Fisher
In Memory of Kensel Clutter
In Memory of Charlie Evers
In Memory of Katie Leapley
Donna & Bill Fisher
In Memory of Eugene H. Gwirtz
Sharon & Dennis Flaherty
In Memory of Randy Schwertfager
Tom Kibler & Family, Kermit Kibler
In Memory of Dorsey Leonhardt
Doyle & Marlene Stevens
In Memory of Rosie Mohler
Bud & Wanda Trash
In Memory of Rosie Mohler
Charles McCallister:
Anonymous
Bucyrus Elk’s Lodge
Doug & Lena Burwell
Gregory Gabriel
Steve & Candee Hall
Kathy & Bill Halter
Travis & Angie Hardy
Paul & Joyce Hartschuh
Greg Henak and Henak Masonry
Kip Kinn
Timothy & Sandra Long
Craig & Lisa Lutz
Janie & Bill Martin
Judy Rhode
James & Jeanne Thompson
Dave & Angie Wise & Family
Janet Swartz:
Diane J. Fawley
Greg & Kim Gabriel
Patrick & Kellie Gabriel
Joann Groh
Mary Jo Huber

Meeting Information

Ring Nebula

Moon

Hercules Cluster

(Photos taken using Stellina Smart Telescope)

Stellar Sights
This summer our programs were a little…
“distanced” at the CPD. Dan Everly, the
president of the CPD’s Astronomy Club and the
Warren Rupp Observatory was initially
concerned how the new guidelines would
affect the night sky programming. Luckily, Dan
and Bryan Summer heard about a COVID grant
through the Richland County Foundation. One
of the goals of the grant was to provide
opportunities that would encourage socially
distanced activities in the community. Dan and
Bryan applied for, and were awarded, the grant
to purchase a Stellina smart telescope for the
Warren Rupp Observatory. As a bonus, they
could bring it to the CPD to allow other
astronomy club members to enjoy the night
sky.
The Stellina telescope is not just a telescope
but also a camera. It takes multiple long
exposure images, layering them to create
pictures that show better details of celestial
objects. It is perfect for socially distanced
programming because it is completely hands
free to use and you don’t need to look into an
eyepiece to view the object. Bryan can control
the telescope with a smartphone and then send
the pictures to your own smartphone or tablet
through the Stellinapp. Join the Astronomy
Club on 4th and 5th Saturday of the month. They
can’t wait to show you the Stellina telescope!

The Astronomy Club will meet the 4th and 5th
Saturday of each month, 30 minutes after sunset.
Programs will be held regardless of sky conditions,
so please dress for the weather. If the skies are
rainy or cloudy, we will meet in the Nature Center.
Please call 419-683-9000 to register for the
program.
September 26
8:00pm
October 24
7:15pm
October 31
7:15pm
November 28
6:00pm
Targets for Fall:
Jupiter – the largest planet in our solar system is
½ billion miles away, has 4 Galilean moons and
over 60 other moons
Saturn – is 1 billion miles away, known for its
beautiful rings, and has several moons
Mars – also known as the “Red Planet”, will be
rising in the west
m-13 – was discovered in 1714, is a Globular
cluster 22,000 light years away, is 160 light years
across, and has a ½ million solar mass
m-51 – a Whirlpool Galaxy with a grand spiral
design, can be found 37,000,000 light years away,
and was discovered in 1773 by Charles Messier
m-44 – discovered by Galileo in 1609, is a Beehive
cluster, and only 500 light years away
m-81 – also known as Bode’s Galaxy, is a spiral
galaxy 11,000,000 light years away, and contains
more than 200 globular clusters
Thank you John Neumann
for donating a 12” Strut
and Wire Dobsonian Telescope to the Astronomy
Club.
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Trustees:
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Martha Kozik
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Trails Newsletter
Crawford Park District Abbreviated Calendar

Park/Program Location Key:
LVP (Lowe-Volk Park); UP (Unger Park); HNP (Heckert Nature Preserve);
SW (Sears Woods); Neff (Neff Reservoir); BCOLL (Buckeye Central Outdoor Learning
Lab; SC (Salem Cemetery); AP (Aumiller Park)
Date

Time

Park

Sat. Oct. 10 & 24

Rock Tumbling

10:30am

LVP

Thurs. Sept. 3 & 10 Homeschool: Native Seeds

Program/Event

9, 11 &2

LVP

Tues. Oct. 13

Toddler Trot: Incredible Insects

5:30pm

LVP

Fri. Sept. 11

Monarch Tagging

5:30pm

BCOLL

Sat. Oct. 17

Riddle Me This!

5-7:00pm

LVP

Sat. Sept. 12

Nature at Night: Caterpillars Aglow

8:30pm

LVP

Sun. Oct. 18

Nature Hike

2:00pm

HNP

Mon. Sept. 14

Canoeing

5:30pm

Neff

Tues. Oct. 20

Canoeing

5:30pm

Neff

Wed. Sept. 16

Monarch Tagging

5:30pm

LVP

Thurs. Oct. 22

Archery Pumpkin Shoot

4-7:00pm

UP

Fri. Sept. 18

Fireside with Johnny Appleseed

7:30pm

UP

Sat. Oct. 24

Viewing the Night Sky

7:15pm

LVP

Sat. Sept. 19

Pickin’ Pawpaws

2:00pm

SW

Sat. Oct. 24

Nature at Night: Spider Search

8:30pm

UP

Sun. Sept. 20

Canoeing

1:00pm

Neff

Tues. Oct. 27

Book Club

6:00pm

LVP

Sun. Sept. 20

Yoga in the Park

3:00pm

LVP

Wed. Oct. 28

Infant Explorers: Leaves

5:00pm

LVP

Mon. Sept. 21

Monarch Tagging

5:30pm

UP

Sat. Oct. 31

Viewing the Night Sky

7:15pm

LVP

Tues. Sept. 22

Prairie Flora

6:30pm

SC

Thur. Nov. 5 & 12

Homeschool: Track the Tracks

9, 11 &2

LVP

Thurs. Sept. 24

Toddler Trot: Creekin’

5:30pm

LVP

Fri. Nov. 6

Saw-Whet Owls

6:00pm

LVP

Fri. Sept. 25

Archery

5-7:00pm

UP

Sat. Nov. 7

Fall Bird Banding

8am-Noon LVP

Sat. Sept. 26

Sandusky River Clean Sweep

9am-Noon AP

Sat. Nov. 7 & 21

Rock Tumbling

10:30am

LVP

Sat. Sept. 26

Viewing the Night Sky

8:00pm

LVP

Sat. Nov. 7

Toddler Trot: Nuts about Leaves

2:00pm

HNP

Sun. Sept. 27

Yoga in the Park

3:00pm

LVP

Sat. Nov. 14

Nature at Night: Nocturnal Animals

8:30pm

HNP

Tues. Sept. 29

Book Club

6:00pm

LVP

Wed. Nov. 18

Infant Explorers: Turkeys

5:00pm

LVP

Wed. Sept. 30

Infant Explorers: Seeds

5:00pm

LVP

Tues. Nov. 24

Book Club

6:00pm

LVP

Thurs. Oct. 1 & 8

Homeschool: Life Cycles

9, 11 & 2

LVP

Tues. Nov. 24

Sparrows

7:00pm

LVP

Sun. Oct. 4

Fall Insect Hike

2:00pm

UP

Sat. Nov. 28

Birds

9:00am

SW

Sun. Oct. 4

Yoga in the Park

3:00pm

LVP

Sat. Nov. 28

Viewing the Night Sky

6:00pm

LVP

