
 

Newsletter of  the 

Crawford Park District 

Fall 2023 

 

2023 Scholarship Recipients 

     The Friends of the Crawford Park District is pleased to announce the recipients of the Dr. Laurie Anne 
Rhodebeck Memorial Scholarship. The 2023 recipients are Maria Smith, a 2023 Colonel Crawford High School 

graduate, and Jayleen Spaulding, a 2023 Buckeye Central High School 
graduate.  

     This fall, Maria will be attending Walsh University where she will 
major in Early Childhood Education. Maria’s essay meshed very well 

with the CPD’s ethos on protecting the environment: education. She 
stated, “Educational programs get people involved in experiencing 

first-hand the importance of the environment we live in.” She went 
on to say, “When people begin to see the complexity and beauty of all 
this world can offer, their appreciation will lead to protection.” Maria 

closed her essay with, “Education is critical in the process of 

protecting the environment. People come to protect the things they 

love, so building a community that loves nature will lead to a 
community that protects and sees the importance in nature.”  

     Jayleen Spaulding 
is embarking on a 

journey to Florida 
where she will be 
studying Marine 

Biology at Nova 
Southeastern 

University. 
Understanding the impact human actions have had on marine 

environments, Jayleen also realizes education is of the utmost 
importance for future conservation efforts. “Classes should be 

taught on how to preserve local parks, oceans, forests, and other 
environments. These classes would teach them about regulation, 
maintaining, and carefully experiencing without harming it. I truly 

think this could be the solution.” Jayleen’s dedication will 
positively impact how others improve, protect, and experience 

our natural world.  
     We wish the best of luck to Maria and Jayleen as they move 

forward in new chapters of their lives. Congratulations, Maria and 
Jayleen!   
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    Tribute to Emerson 
     It was with heavy hearts that CPD staff and 

board members learned of the passing of 

Emerson Eckstein this past spring. Emerson 

was involved from the very beginning as a 

member of the steering committee that 

worked to establish the Crawford Park 

District. During those early days, meetings 

were held, field trips to other park districts 

were taken, and the proper paperwork was 

filed. In November 1994 the Park District was 

formed, with Emerson holding one of the first 

three park commissioner seats. Emerson 

helped with the first park projects, 

establishing the Picnic Park within the 

Crawford County Fairgrounds and applying 

crushed asphalt to the walking path around 

Outhwaite Reservoir. In 2002, Emerson was a familiar face on site as the Nature Center was being 

constructed. From sanding and staining to painting and shelf building, Emerson put in countless hours to 

ready the hub of the CPD.  

     In the last 15 years, Emerson was a fixture at some of the larger CPD events. While you wouldn’t see 

him serving, he was our flapjack flipper for our annual Pancake Breakfast; on many hot August afternoons, 

Emerson was serving up ice cold treats for sno-cone consumers at our Water Carnival; and every quarter, 

you could find him assisting with folding 

and readying our newsletter mailing. He 

also served a few terms as a trustee for 

the Friends of the Crawford Park 

District.   

     Over the years, Emerson would 

remark about the positive growth 

within the CPD and the impact he knew 

the organization was, and is, having for 

the community. While he never 

verbalized it, it was understood that he 

was proud to be a part of it.  

     Although his physical presence will 

be sorely missed, Emerson’s 

contributions to the Crawford Park 

District have had an indelible impact.  

     Thanks for all you have done for the 

CPD, Emerson!       



PROGRAMS 
All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted.  For more information or 

questions about programs, call 419-683-9000 or visit www.crawfordparkdistrict.org 

Little Explorers: Wings 

Tuesday, September 5   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park  

Little Explorers is an interactive program for young 

children, ages 0-5. Activities focus on stimulating 

infants’ senses and developing toddlers’ and 

preschoolers’ fine motor skills. This month we’ll 

explore wings! We will be inside and outside this 

month.  

 

Homeschool in Nature: Ecosystem Engineers 

Thurs., Sept. 7   10am & 2pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Starting our school year 

off, we will investigate 

different ways animals 

change the environment. 

We will have a hands-on 

activity to see if we can 

modify the environment 

as well as the wild animals can. Call the Park District 

at 419-683-9000 to register your 5–12-year-old.  

 

Monarch Tagging  

Thursday, September 7   5pm   Buckeye Central 

Outdoor Learning Lab  

Learn about the life 

cycle of the Monarch 

butterfly, its need for 

milkweed plants, and 

their amazing migration 

to Mexico. You will have 

an opportunity to help 

Kansas University with 

Monarch migration and 

population research by 

attempting to capture, tag, and release Monarch 

butterflies! Fun for all ages! Nets will be provided. 

Maybe YOUR monarch will make it to Mexico! 

Parks in the Dark 

Friday, September 8   9pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Here is your chance to 

explore our parks at 

night! We will use 

flashlights and 

ultraviolet lights to 

explore the woodlands 

and wetland to see 

which animals are active at night. From spinning 

spiders, to hunting owls, to glowing caterpillars—

who knows what we’ll discover! 

 

Space Invaders 

Saturday, September 9   8-11am   Unger Park 

Autumn Olive and other woody invasives can quickly 

outcompete the native plants that animals depend on 

for food and shelter. Help us eliminate these invaders 

from Unger Park’s prairies so that the birds, insects, 

and other wildlife will flourish! Gloves and loppers 

will be provided. When we’re done, Land Manager 

Mike will use his flamethrower to incinerate the 

invaders!! This is a great opportunity for anyone in 

need of volunteer hours. 

 

Archery 

Monday, September 11   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Whether for sport, food, or 

fun, archery is a great 

outdoor activity that gets us 

away from the hustle and 

gadgets of life, allowing us to 

focus on one thing: hitting 

the target. Join us for an archery shoot that will 

include an introduction to archery safety and 

shooting basics. All equipment will be provided. Call 

the Park District at 419-683-9000 to register. 
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PROGRAMS 

Canning/Food Preservation 

Thursday, September 14   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Yes, you CAN! If 

you’ve been wanting 

to preserve your own 

produce, come to the 

Nature Center to 

learn all about 

canning and food 

preservation. 

Presented by local gardening enthusiast Magen 

Fuller, you’ll learn all the different methods of safely 

preserving food for your family to enjoy year-round. 

From freezing to pressure canning, we’ll cover food 

safety, food preservation guidelines, and all the tools 

needed to get started preserving your own food. 

 

Face to Face: Caterpillars 

Saturday, September 16   11am   Lowe-Volk Park  

Caterpillars come in a variety of shapes, 

colors, and textures. Come meet, touch, 

or hold some caterpillar friends like a 

Hickory Horned Devil, while learning 

about how vital they are to food webs. 

Fun for all ages! 

 

Monarch Tagging  

Sunday, September 17   3pm   Unger Park 

Join Naturalist Chelsea to learn 

all about the life cycle of 

Monarch butterflies, their need 

for milkweed plants, and their 

amazing migration to Mexico. 

You will have an opportunity to 

help Kansas University with 

Monarch migration and 

population research by 

attempting to capture, tag, and release Monarch 

butterflies. Fun for all ages! Nets will be provided.  

Wasting Whitetails: Impacts of Deer Diseases 

Monday, September 18   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Whitetail Deer 

are the most 

pursued game 

species in Ohio. 

In recent years, 

Epizootic 

Hemorrhagic 

Disease (EHD) 

and Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) have been 

reported in Ohio’s deer herd. Ohio Division of 

Wildlife’s Deer Biologist, Clint McCoy, will provide 

information regarding these diseases and their 

implications for deer management. Clint will also 

cover other diseases and oddities that, while not of 

much concern for humans, are commonly 

encountered (fibromas, hydrocysts, molting, etc.).  

 

Monarch Tagging  

Wed., September 20   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Learn about the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly, its 

need for milkweed plants, and their amazing 

migration to Mexico. You will have an opportunity to 

help Kansas University with Monarch migration and 

population research by attempting to capture, tag, 

and release Monarch butterflies. Nets will be 

provided. All ages welcome! 

 

Sandusky River Clean Sweep 

Sat., September 23   9am-12pm   Aumiller Park 

Volunteer to help remove trash from the Sandusky 

River. All volunteers are welcome, but if you register 

prior to the event, you’ll receive a free T-shirt and 

snack bag! Please dress to be in the stream with 

closed-toe footwear, sunscreen, and bug spray 

suggested. Trash bags and gloves will be provided. 

Meet at the Friendship Shelter. See page 9 for more 

information and registration details. 

Page 4 

September 



PROGRAMS 

 

Canoeing  

Saturday, September 23   10am   Neff Reservoir  

Stop out for a late 

morning paddle around 

Neff Reservoir. After 

learning some canoeing 

basics and safety, you will 

then take to the water! 

Please wear shoes that 

can get wet. All 

equipment will be 

provided. No registration required, but it will be first 

come, first served. 

 

Lashing: A Lost Campcraft  

Saturday, September 23   1pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

While knot tying is an important component of 

campcraft, lashing a sturdy camp gadget together 

with rope and two or more pieces of wood is 

essential. Join Mr. Josh for a fun afternoon as he 

teaches you how to utilize the three types of lashes: 

square, diagonal, and sheer. From tripods to tables, 

and simple hangers to complex towers, lashing 

together camp 

gadgets will give 

your campsite 

that rustic feel 

while providing a 

useful 

accoutrement for 

your daily camp 

activities.  

 

Pickin’ Pawpaws 

Sunday, September 24   3pm   Sears Woods 

“Pickin’ up pawpaws, puttin’ em in her pocket!” Come 

on a hike with CPD Staff to learn about and search for 

our largest native fruit… the pawpaw! If the pickins 

are ripe and ready, we will have a tasty snack!  

 

Feeding Day 

Monday, September 25   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Join Lisa to help feed 

some of the animals 

that reside in the 

Nature Center. Help 

prepare food for the 

box turtles or dangle 

a worm for the 

snapping turtles to 

grab. Don’t forget 

our snakes would 

love a mouse too! 

 

Monarch Tagging  

Wednesday, September 27   5pm   Unger Park 

Learn about the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly, its 

need for milkweed plants, and their amazing 

migration to Mexico. Join Mr. Josh for an opportunity 

to help Kansas University with Monarch migration 

and population research by attempting to capture, 

tag, and release Monarch butterflies. All ages 

welcome. Nets will be provided.  

 

Little Explorers: Pumpkins 

Tuesday, October 3   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park  

Little Explorers is an interactive program for young 

children, ages 0-5. Activities focus on stimulating 

infants’ senses and developing toddlers’ and 

preschoolers’ fine motor skills. This month we’ll 

explore 

colorful, 

bumpy, slimy 

pumpkins! We 

will also be 

enjoying some 

pumpkin 

treats. 
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PROGRAMS 

Homeschool in Nature: I Spy 

Thurs., October 5   10am & 2pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

This month, while going on a 

hike, we will use our keen 

eyesight to spy some of the 

smaller things nature has 

hidden and objects that are 

camouflaged. They will 

probably be hiding in plain 

sight! Call the Park District at 

419-683-9000 to register your 5–12-year-old.  

 

Seed Collection 

Saturday, October 7   9am-12pm   Unger Park 

Come to Unger Park and help collect prairie plant 

seeds. Seed collection aids the CPD in creating new 

prairies or bolstering plant populations in 

established prairies.  Land Manager Mike will assist 

you with plant and seed identification. All collection 

equipment will be provided. Long pants are 

recommended. Participants will also get to take some 

seeds home to establish their own native prairie 

garden. 

 

Feeding Day 

Monday, October 9   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Our animal ambassadors get a 

variety of foods. Some prefer 

worms or mice, while others 

munch on leafy greens, fruits, and 

vegetables. Stop by to help 

prepare some of the animals’ 

meals and then watch as they 

gobble their food up. 

 

Flint & Steel Fire 

Saturday, October 14   10am   Lowe-Volk Park 

There are many ways to build a fire, but using flint 

and steel is a technique that is sure to impress your 

campfire crew. Join Mr. Josh as he shows you the 

necessary materials and methods to successfully start 

a fire with flint and steel. All materials will be 

provided.  

 

Haunted Headwaters 

Saturday, October 14   8pm-11:30pm    

Sandusky Headwaters Preserve 

They say these woods are haunted, and the river 

running through them emanates an eerie mist. Join us 

for a terrifying trek through the cursed woods, along 

the haunted Sandusky River, and (hopefully) return 

back to safety. Cost for this event is $5 per person; 

funds raised will be split between the Junior 

Naturalist Club and our NEW archery range! This 

hike is not suitable for young children. 

 

Nature Photography 

Sunday, October 15   1-3pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Do you enjoy taking 

pictures of nature 

and wildlife using 

your phone or a 

35mm camera? We 

will explore common 

methods for taking 

great nature photos 

for landscape, close-

up, nature & wildlife 

action, flash, and 

night photography.  We will look at camera 

equipment and photo editing software.  The best part 

of the class will be going on a nature hike and taking 

photos.  

 

Did you know… flint is harder than the steel it 

strikes? The friction created by striking the two 

pieces together shaves off a piece of iron, igniting the 

carbon within the steel to create the spark.  

October 
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PROGRAMS 

Canoeing  

Wednesday, October 18   5pm   Neff Reservoir  

Stop out for an evening paddle around Neff 

Reservoir. After learning some canoeing basics and 

safety, you will then take to the water! Please wear 

shoes that can get wet. All equipment will be 

provided. No registration required, but it will be 

first come, first served. 

 

Halloween Family Fun Night 

Saturday, October 21   6-9pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Head out to celebrate 

with a night filled with 

fall fun! Dress in your 

Halloween costume or 

just come to enjoy the 

activities. There will be 

a bonfire, face painting, 

nature art, wagon rides, 

and a treat bag for kids. 

Bring a flashlight and go 

on a guided night hike 

through the haunted 

woods or go on a self-guided clue hike around the 

grass mounds. Fun for the whole family! 

 

Archery Pumpkin Shoot  

Wednesday, October 25   5pm   Unger Park  

Finishing out our archery programming this year, 

we will have our annual pumpkin shoot! Join Lisa 

and Josh for a fun evening of shooting pumpkins 

with arrows. We are going to test your archery skills 

with smaller targets. All equipment and pumpkins 

will be provided. Please call the Park District at 419-

683-9000 to register. 

 

Face to Face: Spiders 

Saturday, October 28   11am   Lowe-Volk Park  

Calling all arachnophobes! Today is the day to 

conquer one of your fears! We will learn all about 

spiders’ super senses, while observing several 

spider species up close. You will also get a chance to 

hold spiders, including orbweavers and tarantulas! 

 

Zombie Zoo 

Tuesday, October 31   7pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Delve into the world of 

nature’s zombies and the 

organisms that create 

them! From crickets that 

drown themselves to 

caterpillar bodyguards to 

“fungified” kamikaze ants 

(which inspired the 

popular show The Last of Us), you will be amazed at 

the gruesome zombie fates that are a daily 

occurrence in nature! 

 

Homeschool in Nature: Smells Like Nature 

Thurs., Nov. 2   10am & 2pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Put your nose to the test! Can you identify many 

different smells from animal musk to mint leaves 

and many things in between? Call the Park District 

at 419-683-9000 to register your 5–12-year-old.  

 

Saw-whet Owls 

Friday, November 3   6:30pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Secretive and nocturnal, 

Saw-whets are Ohio’s 

smallest owl. With a 

handful of nesting 

records in Ohio, Saw-

whets breed mostly in 

northern boreal forests, 

with some venturing 

south in the fall and 

winter months. Bird 

bander Bob Placier will  

October/November 
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 PROGRAMS 

return with his mist nets to gather data on these 

diminutive owls. A PowerPoint presentation will be 

followed by checks of the mist nets in the hopes of 

catching a few of these nocturnal flyers.  Between 

net checks, there will be a campfire to enjoy the fall 

evening. Dress for the weather and bring a 

flashlight.  Fun for the whole family!  

 

Fall Bird Banding 

Sat., November 4   8am-12pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Fall bird banding gives 

us insight into bird 

populations that remain 

in or come to Crawford 

County for the winter. 

Bob Placier will have his 

nets open to see who is 

hanging around this time 

of year. Fun for all ages! 

 

Space Invaders 

Sat., Nov. 4   8-11am   Sandusky Headwaters  

Honeysuckle, multiflora rose, and other invasives 

can quickly outcompete the native plants that 

animals depend on for food and shelter. Help us 

eliminate these invaders from SHP’s woodlands so 

that the birds, insects, and other wildlife will 

flourish! Gloves and loppers will be provided. When 

we’re done, Land Manager Mike will use his 

flamethrower to incinerate the invaders!! This is a 

great opportunity for anyone in need of volunteer 

hours. 

 

Little Explorers: Turkeys 

Tuesday, November 7    5pm   Lowe-Volk Park  

Little Explorers is an interactive program for young 

children, ages 0-5. Activities focus on stimulating 

infants’ senses and developing toddlers’ and 

preschoolers’ fine motor skills. This month we’ll 

explore the colors, textures, behaviors, and sounds  

of turkeys! We will even have a live turkey friend 

with us! 

 

Ohio Birding 

Saturday, November 11   10am   Lowe-Volk Park 

Do you enjoy 

watching and feeding 

birds? Come and 

learn about the 

common birds of 

Ohio. Learn how to 

identify birds, use 

binoculars and 

spotting scopes, and 

set up bird feeders 

and bird houses. We 

will look at Ohio 

nature guides, the Ohio Division of Wildlife website, 

and apps on your phone that can help you identify 

birds by their appearance and calls. We will also 

learn about our nation’s largest spring warbler 

migration that takes place at Ohio’s Magee Marsh. 

 

Feeding Day 

Monday, November 13   5pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Our animal ambassadors get a variety of foods. 

Some prefer worms or mice, while others munch on 

leafy greens, fruits, and vegetables. Stop by to help 

prepare some of the animals’ meals, and then watch 

as they gobble them up. 

 

Face to Face: Frogs 

Saturday, November 25   11am   Lowe-Volk Park  

Come meet the frog ambassadors of the Nature 

Center up close! We will touch and hold Gray 

Treefrogs, American Toads, a Northern Leopard 

Frog, and a Western Chorus Frog, while learning all 

about their life cycles.  

November 
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     In 2005, a nature enthusiast started volunteering his time and talents to 
the CPD. Warren Uxley’s skill in identifying birds and plants has not only 
helped in our understanding of the flora and fauna of your parks, but also in 
educating others about them.  
     Warren’s love for nature started with an interest in birds during his 
adolescent years, followed by an intrigue with plants later as an adult. He 
was able to get his “nature fix” by visiting the neighboring Gorman Nature 
Center and its surrounding habitats. Upon learning of a new park district 
more local for him, Warren offered his skill set in a new fashion. He traversed 
Crawford County documenting any and all birds and plants he encountered. 
Dragonflies and damselflies also became a muse for Warren. As Heckert 
Nature Preserve was being developed, Warren scoured the uplands and 
lowlands, carefully documenting every plant in the damp forest. Once all the 
plants were documented, a Floristic Quality Assessment Index was compiled. 
(An FQAI assists land management efforts in understanding a specific 
habitat’s quality based on its botanical composition.) 

     From sparrows to katydids, Warren shared 
what he loved. If you attended any of his programs, you know how expansive his natural history 
knowledge is. While working in manufacturing during the day, he spent hours poring over natural 
history books in his spare time. Perhaps the most admirable aspect of Warren’s nature knowledge is 
he did this on his own–not because he needed to for work or for some project–even taking classes to 
help him become a more effective environmental educator.  
     You may have noticed a lack of Warren’s name within this quarter’s newsletter. He has decided to 
enter into full-time retirement. Regarding his tenure as a naturalist with the CPD, Warren reflected, “I 
really appreciate the people who I worked with at the CPD. Seeing the changes in the expanding 
interests of natural history has really been exciting. I am fortunate to have learned and experienced 
those changes with the CPD.”  
     Thank you, Warren, for your years of service to the Crawford Park District! We wish you all the 
best in this new chapter of your life!  
 

Junior Naturalist Club  
 

Saturday, September 9   2 pm 
Saturday, October 14   4pm (Haunted Headwaters) 
Saturday, October 21   5pm (HFFN) 
Saturday, November 4   10am (Bird Banding) 
 

Are you curious about the wild world around you? Do you 
want to make a difference in your environment? Would you 
like to hang out with like-minded people and have a great 
time doing both?! If so, consider joining the Junior Naturalist 
Club! This adventurous program is open to teens (ages 12-
18). Our meetings will be held once a month, usually at 2pm 
on the 2nd Saturday or during special events.  Meetings 
include service projects, workshops, citizen science projects, 
animal handling/care, volunteering at Park events, and fun 
field trips!  To apply, please print and complete the 
application found at  crawfordpd.org and drop it off to 
Naturalist Kaily at the Nature Center, or scan and email it to 
kvitullo@crawfordpd.org. 

Nature Book Club  
 

Calling all book lovers! The Crawford Park District Book 

Club is looking for new members to join. Each month we 
will read and discuss a book that connects us with nature. 

Call the Park Office at 419-683-9000 for more information. 

mailto:kvitullo@crawfordpd.org
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Save the Date!!! 
On April 8, 2024, Ohio will experience something that hasn’t 

happened here since 1806 and won’t happen again until 2099… a 
total solar eclipse! We have seen partial eclipses more recently, but 

this one is different because we (parts of Ohio/Crawford County) are 
in line for complete totality. This means the moon will be directly 
between the earth and the sun, completely blocking the sun from our 

view. Even though the eclipse is still months away, we have been 
planning for quite some time. The Astronomy Club has been busy 

writing grants and purchasing thousands of eclipse glasses. They will 
be distributing these glasses to participants at their upcoming 

programs.  Many schools in the area are also planning for this 
celestial event by turning April 8th into a calamity day! We are still 

finalizing plans, but check back to see where to join us to witness the 
solar eclipse. We hope to see you there! You can also learn more 
about the 2024 eclipse at www.eclipse.ohio.gov.  

Also…. Save this Date! 

As a prelude to the total eclipse next spring, we will soon be treated to an annular (ring-shaped) solar eclipse on 

October 14th. Annular solar eclipses occur when the moon passes between the earth and the sun while at its 

farthest point from the earth. Because of the moon’s distance from Earth, it does not completely block the sun as 

it would during a total eclipse, resulting in a “ring of fire” effect for viewers standing in the path of annularity. 

Although Ohio will not be directly in the path of annularity for this eclipse, we will still enjoy a partial view of this 

amazing astronomical event! This partial eclipse will be visible to us from 11:42am-2:35pm. 



Page 11 



Page 12 



Page 13 



FRIENDS MEMBERSHIPS 
Kinglet (student/senior) 
Rick Carles 
M. Hull 
Cindy Lee 
Charles & Mary E. Scott 
Elizabeth Teynor – In Memory of 
       Ernest Teynor 
Dick & Betty Vance 
Hal Wagner 
Maureen Sharrock 
Laura Rebel 
Candace Denning 
Horst Greilich 
Delores Kalb 
Sharon Flaherty – In Memory of 
       Dennis M. Flaherty 
Jerome Fox 
Frances Baldasare 
 
Cardinal (individual) 
Jane Miller 
Randy Deaver 
Julie Guss 
Myra Enright 
Donald Heydinger 
Wayne Willacker – In Memory of 
       Ken & Bob Willacker 
Mary Studer 
Miriam Vensel 
Rex Eichelberger 
Kemp Weekes 
Linda Getz 
Peggy Fisher 
Donald Walter 
Carol Rothhaar 
Mary Studer 
Kelly Adkins 
Mark Schanzenbach 
Donald Walter 
Theresa Fritz – In Memory of  
       Ron Fritz 
Randy & Sarah Shifley – In  
       Memory of Zachary Fox 
Durward Fortney 
Ronald Hedges 
James Neff 
Connie Stickdorn 
 
Flock (family) 
Erlsten Family – In Memory  
       of Sam Sinclair 
Scott & Janet Painter 

Joseph & Erin D’Ettorre 
Michael Quaintance 
Dan & Pat Everly 
Bill, Cindy, & Katie Kuhn 
Herb & Doris Jones 
Don & Dawn Tudor 
Carl & Margie Watt 
Bonnie & Roland Hildebrand 
Donahue Family 
Linda & Jerry Laipply Family 
Barb & Jim Pierce 
Joseph & Sandrea Blum 
Tom Martin Family 
Tom & Jette Cander 
Mike & Cathy Stone 
Bryan Summer 
Jerry & Jan Kottyan 
John & Yvonne Depinet 
John & Mary Jane Kelley 
Robert & Nancy Pfahler 
Mark Blum 
Brad & Amy VanVoorhis 
Terry Clegg 
Ed & Rita Baldy 
Whit & Nan Martin 
Ellen & Mark Yoakam 
Ed & Denise Moyer 
John & Janis Grau 
Glenn & Barb Diebler 
Randy & Rhonda Scott 
Farson Family 
Ann & Buck Monnett 
F. Jay & Linda DeNise 
Chris & Tonya Fike 
Dale & Marline Garverick 
Jack & Linda Kidwell 
Steve & Denise Smith 
Scott & Yvonne Donnenwirth 
Sam & Dee Benedict 
Laura & Sean Beeson 
Susan Gulley 
John & Vicki Bryson 
Fran Spencer 
Pensinger Family – In Memory  
       of “PaPa” 
Jean Reinhard 
Donna Watts 
 
Bur Oak Circle (supporting) 
Robert & Jean Zaebst 
Richard & June Cope 
Randall Fischer 
Ron & Carolyn Sand 

Alan & Mary Furner 
Carol Palenshus – In Memory of 
       Dr. Donald Palenshus 
Jon & Deb Mazander 
MaryLee & Bill Minor 
Frank & Maggie Fischer 
Randall & Rebecca Hieber 
Carole Holt 
Randy & Janell Tidaback 
Bill & Kathy Halter 
Joyce E. Kennedy 
Bob & Becky Napier 
Mary Ellen Lust – In Memory of   
       Don Lust   
Gene Crabaugh 
Roger & Sue Daniel 
Michael & Marcie Nye 
Norm & Sharon Huber 
Tom Niedermier 
Elmore & Doris Beale 
Preston & Bethany Foy  
Marilyn & Phil Harris  
Bart & Libbie Anatra 
Harry Condry   
Jim & Shari Stump 
Bill & Roberta Siniff  
Charles & Patty Garrett                     
Arlene Bighouse 
Dennis Mollenkopf 
John & Barb McCammon – In  
       Memory of Nancy & Joe Everly 
 
Bald Eagle Club (sustaining) 
Bucyrus Area Chamber of 
       Commerce 
Dr. William & Jennifer Kuhn 
Jan Maddy 
Don & Judy Hatfield 
Edward Dolch – In Memory  
      of Barbara Dolch 
Bonita Dyer 
Al & Jan Fulton 
Mike & Nancy Hocker 
Roger & Janice Scott 
Steve & Sarah Shields 
Tom & Jan Pfeifer 
John & Noel Lizotte 
David & Jane Brause 
Charles Christman 
Bob Scott Placier 
Martha Kozik 
Kleshinski, Morrison, & Morris 
Ken & Susan Parr 

Thank you to the following who have donated to 
the Friends of the Crawford Park District:  

February 14, 2023 through August 10, 2023 
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Tom & Pam Holtshouse 
Joy Lauthers 
Brian & Lauren Roberts – In                 
       Memory of Bob Roberts 
Mollie & Larry Geissler – In 
       Memory of John W. Brubaker Jr  
Jane L. Brown – In Memory of  
       Lanny Brown   
Steve & June Gebhardt 
Ron Rossington 
Kevin & Beth Cotsmire 
Ty & Caryl Huggins 
Steve & Nancy Pifher 
Bruce & Betty Angell 
Walter Upchurch 
Raymond & Wanda Trash 
Richard & Sheila Schieber 
Jeff & Ruth Ann Campbell 
Larry L. Metz 
Tamara Robinson – In Memory 
       of Paul Robinson 
Doug & Joanne Weisenauer 
Bill & Donna Fisher 
 
Tallgrass Prairie Club (sponsoring) 
Matt Smith 
Colonel Crawford Lions Club 
David Spraw – In Memory of Janet 
       Spraw & Betty Ulmer 
Carol Rhodebeck – In Memory of 
       Jim Rhodebeck 
 
Sycamore Club (promoting) 
Gary A. Cole 
 
In Memory of Ryan Martin 
Phillip & Michelle Feik 
Joshua & Amy Dyer 
 
In Memory of Judy Etter 
Bill Fisher 
Valerie Schaffner 
Julie Reiter 
Ron & Marcia Burkhart 
Chuck & Tami Burkhart 
Mike & Janice Link 
A.J. & D.R. West 
Donovan & Karen Scott 
Rindy Bell 
Deloris Kocher 
Larry & Mary Snyder 
Laura & Chris Goodwin 
Greg, Nancy, & Eric Morrison 
Dan & Sharon Rosebrough 
J & F Construction 
HCES Social Committee 
Dr. Grant & Patricia Hope 
Eleanor Campbell 
Ruth Carroll 
 
In Memory of Terri Samples 
James & Susan Oberlander 
Nancy Taylor 

The Community Foundation of                                
       Crawford County 
Beth Cotsmire 
Robert & Laura France 
Steve Chandler 
Ron, Deb, Nick, & Michele  
       Schroeder 
Jeffery B. Michael 
Anonymous Donation 
Legacy.com Donation 
William & Kathleen Hurdle 
Sheila Spengler 
Greg & Kim Gabriel 
James & Janet Pry 
                                              
In Memory of Emerson Eckstein 
Crawford Park District  
       Astronomy Club 
Marline & Dale Garverick 
Bernard & Kelly Kanney 
Mike Link & Joy Etter-Link 
Gary A. Cole 
Martha Kozik 
Myra Enright 
Joshua & Amy Dyer 
Douglas & Jean Dickson 
Eric & Denise Gillett 
Chris & Tonya Fike 
Bill Fisher 
The Ehresman Family 
Chelsea Gottfried 
Ruth Leonhart & Family 
Larry & Charla Dent 
 
In Memory of Charles Haspeslagh 
John & Marty Poffenbaugh 
Terry Sheidler 
Belinda & Jim Haspeslagh 
Charles Mick 
Troy & Laurie Smith 
Joe & Betty Manley Family 
Becky Garverick 
Tom & Arlene Smith Family 
Don & Ginny Barr 
Tim Bartholomew 
Jenna Miller 
Dwight & Patricia Lust 
Penny Pumphrey 
Ty & Caryl Huggins 
 
In Memory of Patty Maddy &  
 Doris Maddy-White  
Jan Maddy 
Melvin & Joyce Schimpf 
 
In Memory of Zachary Fox 
Ramona Kelley 
Jerome Fox 
Dennis & Debra Staiger 
Becky Piper 
Bob & Kim McCracken 
Renee Pitts 
Karen, Ed, & Chelsie Fox 

In Memory of Martin McMurray 
The Villas at Whetstone 
Jerry & Christine Nelson 
Harold & Marylyn Strang 
Dr. Joseph & Susan Shadeed 
Shirley Hehr 
Larry & Linda Morrison 
Bruce & Barbara Kinney 
 
Other Memorials  
Cindy Bowles – In Memory of 
       Doris Maddy-White  
Les & Kathy Dyer – In Memory of  
       Duane Davy 
Raymond & Wanda Trash – In  
       Memory of Bob Cooper 
Robert & Pat Trout – In Memory 
       of Billy Rush 
Les & Kathy Dyer – In Memory of 
       Michael Briggs 
Melanie & Amy Hull – In Memory 
       of Nancy Everly 
Colonel Crawford Class of ’61 – In  
       Memory of Ethel Smith 
 
Pancake Breakfast Donations 
John Mizik 
Carol Rhodebeck 
Paul & Joyce Hartschuh 
Gary A. Cole 
Jami & Judi Slayton 
Colonel Crawford Lion’s Club 
Jefferson Twp Fire Department 
Carle’s Bratwurst 
 
Other Donations 
The Kroger Co. 
Mark Stalter 
Mark Alt 
Walter R. Hessenauer Foundation 
Arthur J. Freese Foundation 
Galion Community Foundation 
Jerry & Joyce Schiefer 
Bonita Dyer 
Gary A. Cole 
Pat Gabriel 
Harry Condry 
Norm & Sharon Huber 
The Timken Co. 
 
Bird Seed Donations 
Mary Skomrock 
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Crawford Park District Abbreviated Calendar 
Park/Program Location Key:   

LVP (Lowe-Volk Park); UP (Unger Park); SHP (Sandusky Headwaters Preserve);  
SW (Sears Woods); Neff (Neff Reservoir); AP (Aumiller Park) 

BCOLL (Buckeye Central Outdoor Learning Lab) 

Trails Newsletter 

Friends of the Crawford Park District 
2401 State Route 598 
Crestline, Ohio 44827 
419-683-9000 
 
Trustees: 
Joshua Dyer 
Martha Kozik 
Dan Everly 
Kyle Hartman 
Barb Koschnick 
 
Board of Park Commissioners: 
Jan Maddy 
Kyle Hartman 
Dave Rowland 
 
Park Staff: 
Director — Joshua Dyer 
Secretary — Patti Schiefer 
Naturalists — Lisa Bogard,  
      Chelsea Gottfried, Kaily Vitullo 
Land Managers — Mike Fruth, Kyle Bailey 
Program Asst. — Joy Etter-Link 
Receptionists — Kari Schenz, Patti Gervais 

Date Program/Event Time Park 

Tues. Sept. 5 Little Explorers: Wings 5pm LVP 

Thurs. Sept. 7 Homeschool: Ecosystem Engineers 10am & 2pm LVP 

Thurs. Sept. 7 Monarch Tagging 5pm BCOLL 

Fri. Sept. 8 Parks in the Dark 9pm LVP 

Sat. Sept. 9 Space Invaders 8am-11am UP 

Mon. Sept. 11 Archery 5pm LVP 

Thurs. Sept. 14 Canning/Food Preservation 6pm LVP 

Sat. Sept. 16 Face to Face: Caterpillars 11am LVP 

Sun. Sept. 17 Monarch Tagging 3pm UP 

Mon. Sept. 18 Wasting Whitetails 5pm LVP 

Wed. Sept. 20 Monarch Tagging 5pm LVP 

Sat. Sept. 23 Sandusky River Clean Sweep 9am-12pm AP 

Sat. Sept. 23 Canoeing 10am Neff 

Sat. Sept. 23 Lashing: A Lost Campcraft 1pm LVP 

Sat. Sept. 23 Viewing the Night Sky 8pm LVP 

Sun. Sept. 24 Pickin’ Pawpaws  3pm SW 

Mon. Sept. 25 Feeding Day 5pm LVP 

Wed. Sept. 27 Monarch Tagging 5pm UP 

Sat. Sept. 30 Viewing the Night Sky 8pm LVP 

Tues. Oct. 3 Little Explorers: Pumpkins 5pm LVP 

Thurs. Oct. 5 Homeschool: I Spy 10am & 2pm LVP 

Sat. Oct. 7 Seed Collection 9am-12pm UP 

Mon. Oct. 9 Feeding Day 5pm LVP 

Sat. Oct. 14 Flint & Steel Fire 10am LVP 

Sat. Oct. 14 Annular Eclipse 11:30 LVP 

Sat. Oct. 14 Haunted Headwaters 8pm-11:30pm SHP 

Sun. Oct. 15 Nature Photography 1pm-3pm LVP 

Wed. Oct. 18 Canoeing 5pm Neff 

Sat. Oct. 21 Halloween Family Fun Night 6pm-9pm LVP 

Wed. Oct. 25 Archery Pumpkin Shoot 5pm UP 

Sat. Oct. 28 Face to Face: Spiders 11am LVP 

Sat. Oct. 28 Viewing the Night Sky 7pm LVP 

Tues. Oct. 31 Zombie Zoo 7pm LVP 

Thurs. Nov. 2 Homeschool: Smells Like Nature 10am & 2pm LVP 

Fri. Nov. 3 Saw-whet Owls 6:30pm LVP 

Sat. Nov. 4 Fall Bird Banding 8am-12pm LVP 

Sat. Nov. 4 Space Invaders 8am-11am SHP 

Tues. Nov. 7 Little Explorers: Turkeys 5pm LVP 

Sat. Nov. 11 Ohio Birding 10am LVP 

Mon. Nov. 13 Feeding Day 5pm LVP 

Sat. Nov. 25 Face to Face: Frogs 11am LVP 

Sat. Nov. 25 Viewing the Night Sky 6pm LVP 


