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     People often ask how the Park District gets so much done with 
a relatively small staff.  There are many factors involved, but the 
central two are a quality, dedicated staff who work together for a 
common goal and the huge support that is offered by our 
unselfish volunteers.   
     Although we are a County Park system, we have our own 
volunteer Park Commissioners who are appointed by the 
Crawford County Probate Judge, Stephen Eckstein.  We also have 
Advisory Board members, who function as volunteer leaders and 
whose input is valued by the Commissioners and the Director.   
     From that point on, 

many individuals give their time and talents to keep this 
Park District in the forefront of nature education and 
nature preservation.  This past summer, the larger 
events like Animal Extravaganza, Water Carnival, and 
the recent Eclipse gathering were huge success stories 
which could not have happened without our community 
volunteers.  Using the Water Carnival as an example, we 
had thirty volunteers performing all kinds of important 
tasks!   Sometimes, volunteers are provided by other 
community organizations such as Scouts, 4-H, Kohl’s of Mansfield, or our own Lowe-Volk 
Astronomy Club.  Volunteerism is alive and well in Crawford County which enables great things to 
happen for a great community! 

Volunteers Equal Success!!! 



PARK NEWS 
Improvements at 
Lowe-Volk Park 

     If you have yet to visit Lowe-Volk 
Park this summer, you’ve missed 
some great improvements.  With 
the loss of the ash trees in the front 
yard of the Nature Center, a new 
shaded picnic area has been 
established in the woods just north 
of the kiosk.  Picnic tables are in 
place and many visitors have 
utilized the shade it provides.  
Hiking through the woods, one will 
notice the next improvement.  Over 
the years, erosion has taken its toll 
on the main trail/access drive that 
starts at SR 598 and meanders back 
to the Allen Run Bridge.  Roots 
were heavily exposed creating a 
nasty tripping pitfall.  Stone has 
been laid to cover the roots, 
eliminating the trip hazard and 
making it more accessible to those with strollers and limited mobility.  While hiking this newly covered trail 
to the Allen Run Bridge, the third improvement will make itself manifest.  Steps have been constructed down 
the hill for visitors to more easily descend the steep grade.  While the CPD strives to conserve and preserve 
nature, we also want to ensure enjoyable and safe accessibility for everyone while maintaining the integrity 
our natural areas.  Come for a hike and stay for a picnic.  You won’t regret it!       

New Bison Display 
A mounted Bison head now oversees the Nature Center 
display hall.  Ron Treisch, of Galion, Ohio, has raised 
Bison for many years.  He decided it was time to have 
his large bull of 17 years, Bunyun, butchered.  Ron had 
the bull butchered and sent his head and cape to 
Bloomfield’s Taxidermy to have it mounted.  He 
determined it was going to be problematic to get the 
mount into his home, and also, not many would get to 
see it.  He decided the best course of action would be to 
donate it to the CPD.  While affixing a 100+lb bison 
head to any wall, house or nature center, has its issues, 
the opportunity for people to see it would’t be!  The 
Bison mount is now on a long-term loan at the Nature 
Center.  Come to the Nature Center to see Bunyun the 
Bison in his grandiose repose.  Thanks, Ron!      

Did you know...Buffalo and Bison are two distinct types of animals.  Buffalo inhabit areas in Africa and Asia.        
Erroneously, early settlers called the American Bison a “buffalo”, as that is what they thought it resembled.  
Although there are no buffalo in North America, there were 4 different species of bison roaming the recently 
glaciated landscape.  Three of them went the way of the Mastodon, leaving only one, Bison bison, the Ameri-
can Bison. 



PARK NEWS Volunteer Spotlight:   
Times Two 
     Lon and Katie Leapley have lived on 
Wood Street in Leesville for 48 years 
and have nothing but good things to say 
about the Crawford Park District.  They 
didn’t waste any time getting involved 
at Lowe-Volk Park when they heard 
that help was needed to establish and 
clear the trails at the new Lowe-Volk 
Park.  The heat, humidity, and briars 
didn’t slow their eagerness to improve 
Leesville and the Crawford County 
Community.  
     Although paying forward with time 
and talents was high on their priority 
list, they had other personal goals in 
sight.  Hiking trails near their home 
would be a wonderful, relaxing place to 
walk their dogs.  It was not unusual to 
see Lon on the trails with his dog on a leash keeping an eye on things for us.  We could always count on Lon’s 
alerts concerning trees or limbs over the trail or his helpfulness when an overturned boardwalk needed to 
be placed back into line.  Both Lon and Katie helped at the annual Pancake Breakfast and the quarterly job of 
assembling the newsletter.  Lon would don a parking vest when needed or weed the invasive plants at 
Daughmer.  His favorite responsibility, though, was tending the bluebird boxes at Lowe-Volk Park.  He 
indicates that there was always the chance that he would be shocked as he opened each box for inspection.  
A special surprise occurred when a flying squirrel came jumping toward him!  It is easy to see that they are 
dedicated volunteers who both agree when they say, “The Park is a great asset to the community.” 

Heckert Wetland Project 
     The Crawford Park District was fortunate to receive Federal Pittman-
Robertson funds through a subaward grant from The Nature Conservancy.  
While invasive plant removal was a focal point of the grant, another large 
component involved establishing a wetland at Heckert Nature Preserve.  This 
wetland concept began due to a collapsed and dilapidated clay tile.  This tile 
travelled through Heckert near the parking lot and had backed water up into 
a field.  A ditch was initially dug to assist with the drainage issues on the 
adjacent field.  It was determined to establish a wetland to help filter the 
water when funding became available.   
     Enter the Pittman-Robertson funds and MAD Scientists, Inc. and the 
Heckert Wetland project was 
underway.   The scope of the 
project morphed from one 
wetland to a series of wetlands 
that improve wildlife habitat and 

more effectively treat both surface and tiled farm-field water.  All the while, 
these wetlands still allow water to drain from the neighboring field.  To 
learn more about this habitat improvement, join Mark Dilley of MAD 
Scientists, Inc. on Sunday, September 17 at 2pm.  Mark will present the 
scope of this project in a PowerPoint presentation at the Lowe-Volk Nature 
Center.  A field trip to the newly established wetlands will follow for those 
who wish to see it.   

Bill with Mark Dilley of MAD Scientists 
planting  wetland plants at Heckert.  



PROGRAMS 
All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted.  For more information or 

questions about programs, call 419-683-9000, or visit www.crawfordparkdistrict.org 

Monarch Tagging 
Tuesday, September 5     5:30pm   Unger Park 
Learn about the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly, its 
need for milkweed plants, and their amazing 
migration to Mexico. You will have an opportunity to 
help Kansas University with Monarch migration and 
population research by attempting to capture, tag, 
and release Monarch butterflies. All ages welcome. 
Nets will be provided. 
 
Homeschool in Nature: Life Cycles 
Thursday, September 7    10am    Lowe-Volk Park 
School is back in session! We will start the school 
year off with learning about the different phases in 
life cycles. We’ll have several live and preserved 
animals to study. Afterwards, we will take a hike in 
the park to look for critters in different stages. 
Students ages 5-12 will meet at the same time. Please 
call the Park District to reserve your spot by 
September 6.  
 
Canoeing  
Wednesday, September 13   6pm   Neff Reservoir 
Join Lisa and Josh for an evening paddle around the 
Neff Reservoir.  Learn some canoeing basics and take 
to the water! Pre-registration is required before 
September 12.   
 
Monarch Tagging 
Thursday, September 14   6pm    
Buckeye Central Outdoor Learning Lab 
Learn about the life cycle of the 
Monarch butterfly, its need for 
milkweed plants, and their 
amazing migration to Mexico. 
You will have an opportunity 
to help Kansas University with 
Monarch migration and 
population research by 
attempting to capture, tag, and 
release Monarch butterflies.  
Nets will be provided. 
 

Unger Games 
Saturday, September 16   10am   Unger Park 
Let the games begin! Come 
to Unger Park and 
participate in our version 
of the Hunger Games.  We 
will have 4 stations 
participants will rotate 
through:  archery, BB gun 
shoot, tomahawk 
throwing, and sling casting.  
All equipment will be 
provided.   For ages 7 and up…including adults!  May 
the odds be ever in your favor! 
 
To Build A Wetland 
Sunday, September 17   2pm    Lowe-Volk Park 
Join Mark Dilley of MAD Scientist Associates for a 
presentation on the new wetland complex at Heckert 
Nature Preserve.  Mark and his associates planned 
and orchestrated the construction of this fully-
functioning, environmentally-focused project that 
was developed to enhance wildlife habitat while 
slowing the flow of runoff and field drainage.  This 
environmental upgrade was made possible by 
Federal Pittman-Robertson funds which were 
allocated to the Crawford Park District through a sub-
award grant from The Nature Conservancy. Come and 
find out how the project produced scores of winners 
in the game of life!   
For anyone interested in seeing the developing 
wetland complex first-hand, Mark will lead a brief 
optional tour at Heckert Nature Preserve 
immediately following his presentation. 
 
Toddler Trot 
Monday, September 18   5:30pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Getting children outside has many benefits, from an 
environmental awareness to better health.  Join Josh 
and McKinley for this stroll through Lowe-Volk Park 
to explore the trails and pond.  For kids not quite in 
school and younger. 
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PROGRAMS 

BINGO Hike 
Tuesday, September 19   5:30pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
B-I-N-G-O and Bingo was his name OH! Join us for a 
unique twist on BINGO.  While taking a walk through 
the park, we will mark our cards when Lisa stops to 
talk about something along the trail. We’ll learn about 
nature while playing a game in the process. When you 
get 5 in a row on your card it’s time to yell “I LOVE 
NATURE”!  
 
Singing Insect Tour 
Wednesday, Sept. 20   7pm   Downtown Crestline 
Meet at the Gazebo on Seltzer St. 
Just because you walk/live in town, doesn’t mean that 
nature is absent!  Our late summer songsters, the 
crickets, katydids, and cicadas, are still singing.   Join 
Josh for this casual stroll through Crestline to learn 
about the ticks, trills, and shuffles that emanate from 
your lawn, shrubs, and tree tops.   
 
Prairie Wildflowers 
Sunday, Sept. 24   3pm   Salem Cemetery Prairie 
The tall-grass prairies of Ohio are renowned for their 
late summer displays of wildflowers.  The Salem 
prairie is a restoration project that is in its 12th year 
and it is now one of the best prairies in northern 
Ohio.  Meet Warren Uxley at the Salem cemetery. 
 
Camouflage Critters 
Monday, September 25   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Critters all over the 
earth use camouflage 
to survive, either to 
trick prey or to hide 
from predators. Join 
Mandi Fruth to learn 
about the different 
camouflage 
techniques animals 
and plants utilize to 
survive.  Kids will read a camo-themed book, take a 
camo hike, and make a bug craft.  For kids aged 3-10 
and their parents. 
 

Wild Wednesdays 
Wednesday, Sept. 27   10am & 2pm   Lowe-Volk 
Come to the Nature Center and enjoy an hour of 
nature exploration!  Program topics will vary and 
may include a story, short hike, craft, or a visit from 
an animal.  For pre-schoolers and their parents.  
Come dressed for the weather.  Morning and 
afternoon programs will be similar, just choose the 
time that best fits your schedule.  
 
Archery 
Wednesday, September 27   5:30pm   Unger Park 
Whether for sport, food, or fun, 
archery is a great outdoor 
activity that gets us away from 
the hustle and gadgets of life, 
allowing us to focus on one 
thing: hitting the target.  Join 
Josh and Lisa for an evening 
archery shoot that will include 
an introduction to archery safety 
and shooting basics.  All 
equipment will be provided.  
 
Singing Insect Tour 
Wednesday, October 4   7pm   Downtown Galion 
Meet at the Gazebo on the Square  
Just because you walk/live in town, doesn’t mean that 
nature is absent!  Our late summer/early fall 
songsters, the crickets, katydids, and cicadas, are 
winding down but still very active.   Join Josh for this 
casual stroll through Galion to learn about the ticks, 
trills, and shuffles that emanate from your lawn, 
shrubs, and tree tops.   
 
Homeschool in Nature: Trees 
Thursday, October 5    10am   Lowe-Volk Park 
Trees are starting to lose their leaves. It’s a great time 
to make a mini tree guide featuring trees found in 
Lowe-Volk Park.  We will look at bark details, leaf 
shape, leaf placement, and other tips for identifying 
the trees easier. Please call the Park District to 
reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old by October 4. 
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PROGRAMS 

Walk & Woof 
Thursday, October 5   6pm   Heckert 
Fall is great time to explore Heckert.  Bring your furry 
friend and join Josh and Skye to see the changes 
taking place.  All ages and breeds welcome! 
 
Tellin’ Tales/Leesville History: 
Crawford County American Indian Trails (1819) 
Saturday, October 7   2pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
This gathering is organized to share information 
about local history. Join us and special guest, Kenzel 
Clutter, who has researched and developed a map of 
Crawford County Indian Trails by using 1819 
surveyor notes and his knowledge of the area’s 
geology, history, and human behavior. Bring your 
stories, research, and/or questions to share. Some of 
the best new information on trails comes from people 
who still live on the farm that has generations of oral 
history passed down.  
 
Wild Wednesdays 
Wednesday, October 11   10am & 2pm   Lowe-Volk  
For pre-schoolers and their parents. 
 
Canoeing  
Wednesday, October 11   6pm   Pines Reservoir 
Join Lisa and Josh for an evening paddle around the 
Pines Reservoir.  Learn some canoeing basics and 
take to the water! Pre-registration is required before 
October 10. 
 
Toddler Trot 
Thursday, October 12   5:30pm   Heckert 
Getting children outside has many benefits, from 
environmental awareness to better health.  Join Josh 
and McKinley for this stroll through Heckert to 
explore the leaf covered trails.  For kids not quite in 
school and younger. 
 
Seed Collection 
Sunday, October 15   2pm    Daughmer Savannah 
Grass seed will be collected from areas of Daughmer 
that have abundant prairie grasses and then spread 
to those zones that are dominated by less desirable 
plant species.  Meet Warren Uxley at Daughmer. 

Awesome Autumn 
Monday, October 16   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Autumn is one of the most beautiful times to be in 
Ohio.  Vibrant colors pop out from almost every tree.  
This is a great time to get kids outside to see this 
temporary flood of color.  Kids can join Mandi Fruth 
to immerse themselves in this vibrant season.  We 
will read a leaf book, take a brisk walk outside, and do 
a fun leaf themed craft.  For kids aged 3-12 and their 
parents.  
 
Halloween Family Fun Night 
Saturday, October 21   6-9pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Come to Lowe-Volk Park and celebrate with a night 
filled with fall fun! Dress in your Halloween costume 
or just come to enjoy the activities. There will be a 
bonfire, face painting, nature art, wagon rides, and a 
treat bag for kids.  Bring a flashlight and go on a 
guided night hike in the woods.  Choose between the 
haunted hike and the non-haunted hike. Bring the 
whole family!  
 
Fall Leaves Hike  
Monday, October 23     5:30pm     Heckert 
Join Lisa for a colorful stroll through Heckert Nature 
Preserve. It’s a great time of year to see how the trees 
and plants have changed preparing for winter.  
 
Wild Wednesdays 
Wednesday, October 25   10am & 2pm   Lowe-Volk  
For pre-schoolers and their parents.   

Page 6 

October 



PROGRAMS 

Bobcats 
Wednesday, October 25   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Once gone from Ohio’s landscape, Bobcats have made 
a tremendous comeback.  Join Meredith Gilbert, with 
the Ohio Division of Wildlife, for this informative 
presentation on the Bobcat’s life history, population 
status, ODNR research concerning them, and more.  
PowerPoint presentation will be followed up with 
Bobcat biofacts.   
    
Walk and Woof 
Sunday, October 29     2pm     Lowe-Volk Park 
Bring your pup for walk and woof! Join Lisa and Ayla 
for an afternoon hike through the park. All ages and 
breeds welcome! 
 
Homeschool in Nature: Earth’s Surface 
Thursday, November 2    10am   Lowe-Volk Park 
This month students will learn about the earth’s 
surface and the resources it provides for us. There 
will be an activity teaching about renewable and non-
renewable resources. Please call the Park District to 
reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old by November 1. 
 
Toddler Trot 
Thursday, November 2   5:30pm   Sears Woods 
Getting children outside has many benefits, from 
environmental awareness to better health.  Join Josh 
and McKinley for this stroll through Sears Woods to 
explore the large trees and stream.  For kids not quite 
in school and younger. 
 
Nature Hike 
Sunday, November 5    3pm    Sears Woods  
The last flowering plants and insects of the year can 
be seen along the trail at Sears Woods.  Everything 
from dragonflies to migrating warblers is possible 
during this time of seasonal change.  Meet Warren 
Uxley at the Sears Woods parking lot. 
 
Wild Wednesdays 
Wednesday, Nov. 8   10am & 2pm  Lowe-Volk Park 
For pre-schoolers and their parents.  
 
Did you know…Male Goldfinches look similar to 
females in the winter due to molting of their feathers. 

Saw-Whet Owls 
Friday, November 10   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Secretive and nocturnal, Saw-whets are Ohio’s 
smallest owl.  With a handful of nesting records in 
Ohio, Saw-whets breed mostly in northern boreal 
forests, with some venturing south in the fall and 
winter months.  Bird bander Bob Placier will bring his 
mist nets back to Lowe-Volk to gather data on these 
diminutive owls.   A PowerPoint presentation will be 
followed by checks of the mist nets in the hopes of 
catching a few of these nocturnal flyers.  Between net 
checks, there will be a craft and campfire to enjoy the 
fall evening.  Dress for the weather and bring a 
flashlight!  Fun for the whole family! 
 
Fall Bird Banding 
Saturday, November 11   8am-12pm   Lowe-Volk 
Fall bird banding gives us insight into bird 
populations that remain in or come to Crawford 
County for the winter.  Bob Placier will have his nets 
open and traps set to see who is hanging around this 
time of year.  Fun for all ages!   
 
Take a Hike Day  
Friday, November 17    2pm    Lowe-Volk Park 
It’s National Take a Hike Day!  Come to Lowe-Volk 
Park and join Lisa on a leisurely stroll through the 
woods on a late fall day.  
 
Sounds Like Nature 
Tuesday, November 21    5:30pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
When you’re outside, take a minute to stop and listen 
to the noises around you. In a short time, you could 
hear a dozen different sounds. Join Lisa at the Nature 
Center to listen to and make squawks, squeaks, 
rattles, and more sounds that replicate animals, 
plants, and other phenomena of nature. All ages are 
welcome! 
 
Bird Walk 
Sunday, November 26    2pm     Sears Woods  
Conditions far to the north of Ohio dictate what types 
of birds will spend the winter in the Buckeye State.  
Last year brought a spectacular invasion of northern 
finches; come and learn what this year will bring.  
Meet Warren Uxley at the Sears Woods parking lot.  

October/November 



Dates & Targets for the Fall Quarter 
 September 30 @ 7:30pm 
 October 28 @ 7:00pm 
 November 25 @ 6:00pm 
All Night Sky Programs are held at Lowe-Volk Park.      
     A galaxy is an enormous collection of gas, dust, and billions 
of stars. Within our galaxy there are about 150 globular clus-
ters.  A globular cluster is a tightly bound group of stars. A fa-
vorite globular cluster of Astronomy club’s president, Dan Ev-
erly, is the m-13. It is found in the constellation of Hercules 
which is 22.2 light years away. This may be the best globular 
cluster in the northern hemisphere.  It looks like diamonds 
poured on black velvet. 
     Another point of interest this fall is Saturn and its rings. It is 
900 million miles away from earth. We also can usually see one 
of is very impressive moons. Jupiter is moving west quickly. If 
you get here in the early evening you may catch a passing 
glance of it. Also 4 moons can be viewed changing daily. 
     The Andromeda Galaxy is 2.5 million light years away. Amaz-
ingly it can be seen with the naked eye. We will point it out 
when you come out.  This is the closest large galaxy. It is larger 
than our home galaxy, the Milky Way.  
      
Meteor Showers (most of the “good” showers fall in 
the second half of the year) 
 -The Orionids is from August 25-November 19 
and peaking on October 22. Tips-look south, it’s the 
debris from Halley’s Comet 
 -The Leonids is from November 5-December 3 
and peaking on November 18. Tips-this shower can 
produce meteor storms. It is caused by comet Temple/
Tuttle 
 -The Geminids is from November 30-
December 17 and peaking on December 13. Tip-This 
shower is probably not caused by a comet, but from an 
asteroid-like space rock. 

Kudos to Sunrise Cooperative! 
After an evening of astronomy at the Park, Dan drove by 
the Sunrise Cooperative to check their lighting. He gladly 
saw all their lights were shielded and aimed at the 
ground. The only rightfully upward pointing light was on 
the American flag. This is a step in the right direction to 
decrease the amount of light pollution in the area. Lights 
make it difficult to view that night sky in addition to it 
disrupts many animals in their migration, navigation, 
and behavior patterns. Great job Sunrise! 

Crawford County  
Lincoln Highway Tour 
Saturday, November 4   1:30pm  
Lowe-Volk Park 
Join Mike Hocker for a school bus 
tour of the Lincoln Highway 
branches in Crawford County.  In 
addition to Lincoln Hwy history, 
included will be information on 

Colonel Crawford’s march through the territory.  
Call the Nature Center to reserve your seat. 



Recycling @ the Nature Center 

Here is what you can bring:  #1 & #2 plas-
tics, glass,  paper products & cardboard, 
steel & aluminum cans, CFL bulbs, batter-
ies, old eye glasses, cell phones, tablets, & 
laptops.    
NO OTHER ELECTRONICS, MONITORS, 
ETC. WILL BE ACCEPTED! 

 

 
DROP-OFF DATES 

Saturday, September 9, 9am-Noon 
Saturday, October 14, 9am-Noon 

Saturday, November 11, 9am-Noon 

 

The Bees are Back in Town 
      Visitors to the Nature Center may have noticed 
something missing.  Our Observation Hive had to be 
removed due to an infestation of the Small Hive Beetle.  
Small Hive Beetles (Aethina tumida; aka, SHB) are an 
invasive species from Africa. They were first discovered in 
the U.S. in 1996. Bee colonies can often live together with a 
small number of SHB. The beetles crawl from the ground 
and go into the hive. They will take up residence in the hive 
laying eggs and eating the stored honey. When the eggs 
hatch, the larvae also eat the honey.  While moving through 
the hive they defecate in the honey and cause it to ferment 
ruining it for the bees. The beetles will even display mimicry 

behavior by making their antenna look like the mouthparts of worker bees to trick the bees into feeding 
them. In many cases the beetles overstay and overpopulate the workers and the bee colony is no longer able 
to sustain itself. When this happens the bee colony will abscond or even collapse and die.  The latter is what 
unfortunately happened to the hive at the Nature Center in the spring of 2016 
     After several failed attempts at getting a new colony, we had lost hope that the observation hive would be 
back up in 2017. Then out of the blue we received a call that there was a colony available. Trevor Rogers, of 
Galion, Ohio, stopped by the Nature Center and was ready to help! He looked at the display, replaced the 
missing frames, and brought the bees- in a 5 gallon bucket. He even talked to a school group that was 
visiting the Nature Center for a field trip.  
     On May 20 the observation hive had new glass and 
frames installed and the next step was to add the bees. 
The observation hive was put outside near the bee’s 
entrance pipe. It was laid flat on the ground and the back 
opened up. Trevor poured the bees out of the bucket and 
waited for them to settle down into the frames of the 
hive. After about 30 minutes, the back of the hive was 
screwed into place. Then the entire unit was carried into 
the Nature Center and reinstalled in the corner of the 
Bird Viewing Room. Within minutes the bees were flying 
in and out of the hive. During the first few months we 
couldn’t see a lot of bee activity on the visible frames, but 
now they are thriving and building a great colony. There 
are too many to count, but there are a lot! If you haven’t 
been to the Nature Center for a while, stop out and try to 
spy the queen amongst all of the workers in the hive.  
Many thanks to Trevor for assisting us on this project.  



Goldenrod vs Ragweed 
By Joshua Dyer 

 

     Nobody likes to be blamed for something they didn’t do.  Since 

plants and animals can’t defend themselves, let’s look into a common 

blame for the causation of the miserable hay fever that afflicts roughly 

20% of us (thankfully, I am not part of the 20%, but I sincerely 

empathize with you who suffer).  A huge misconception is that 

goldenrod (Solidago sp.) is the culprit.  Not so.  The true antagonist of 

your sinuses is a plant known as ragweed (Ambrosia sp.).  Let’s first 

look at ragweed’s scapegoat, goldenrod. 

    Goldenrods are a large group of flowering plants.  Crawford County 

plays host to ten of the twenty-two species that occur in Ohio, our most 

common being Tall Goldenrod (Solidago altissima).  Known for their 

showy plumes of golden-yellow flower heads, goldenrods can grow in 

huge patches which bloom in late summer and early fall.  A brief 

investigation of a blooming goldenrod will yield a plethora of life.  

Many invertebrates take advantage of this late bloomer:  bees and 

butterflies nectaring, beetles foraging, assassin bugs and mantids 

waiting for unsuspecting victims.  A large book could be written on the 

ecological diversity and significance of goldenrods on our landscape.  

Unfortunately for goldenrods, they can be found growing amongst 

ragweed, which blooms at the same time.  Guilty by association!  

     Two species of ragweed grow in Ohio and both occur in Crawford 

County:  Giant Ragweed (Ambrosia trifida) and Common Ragweed 

(Ambrosia artemisiifolia).  While native to North America, ragweed 

has become a bane to farmers.  Giant Ragweed can grow to towering 

heights, dwarfing even the tallest stand of field corn.  Given that 

ragweed is the major cause of late-season hay fever, its significance is often overlooked.  The ripe seeds have a 

large percentage of fats and oils that is comparable, and in some cases larger than, our staple food crops.  This 

attracts many of our seed-eating birds in the winter months, providing them with vital fat reserves.  Before that 

nutrient-packed seed can develop, pollen needs transported from one flower to the next.   

     The greenish-yellow flowers of ragweed do not attract the host of pollinators that goldenrods do.  Instead, 

ragweed relies on windborne pollen to be carried from one flower to the next.  What’s worse for allergy sufferers is 

that these tiny pollen grains are produced by the 

millions and can travel hundreds of miles!  All of 

this pollen production is to ensure that at least a 

very small percentage will land on another flower.  

Goldenrods, on the other hand, have larger pollen 

grains that are not wind-transported.  They don’t 

have to produce as much pollen either since insect 

pollination is much more efficient than wind 

pollination. 

     The next time you drive past a lovely patch of 

goldenrods with puffy eyes and runny nose, 

embrace its biological significance and beauty.  

Turn your scorn instead to the real villain of your 

hay fever, Ragweed.   

Tall Goldenrod,  Solidago altissima 

Giant Ragweed, Ambrosia trifida 



FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP’S 

 

Kinglet (student/senior) 

Louis & Fran Baldasare 

Charles Ballinger 

Alan Burkhart 

Rita Dean 

Mylin Donnelly 

Sharon Flaherty 

Horst Greilich 

Anne Mahoney 

Barb McCammon 

Donnie Shafer & Susan Wright 

Marlene Volk 

 

Cardinal (individual) 

Carol Burke 

Marge Carnahan 

Jim & Delores Cass 

Anne Evans  

John F. Ewing 

Theresa Fritz 

Donna Hamilton -  

     In Memory of Pastor Bob Hamilton 

Phyllis Manley 

 

Flock (family) 

Aurelia Brombacher 

Ken & Deb Cameron 

Dave & Traci Coffman 

Lowell & Miriam Evarts 

Chris & Tonya Fike 

Durwood & Martha Fortney 

Mike & Mandi Fruth 

Charles & Patty Garrett 

Keith & Brenda Gosser 

Dean & Hazel Hunter 

Jack & Linda Kidwell 

Jerry & Sandi King –  

   In Memory of “Rick” 

Glenda Leuthold –  

    In Memory of Tom Lewis 

Tom Martin Family 

Richard & Helen Michalek 

Dennis Mollenkopf 

Gene & Susan Shields 

Bernie & Fran Spencer 

Robert & Connie Stickdorn 

David & Su Rowles 

 

Bur Oak Circle (supporting) 

Bruce & Elizabeth Angell 

Tim Bartholomew 

Kevin & Summer Burrer 

Sarah Hayslip  -  

   In Memory of James Rhodebeck   

   & Dr. Laurie Rhodebeck 

Jane Miller –  

    In Memory of Albert Miller 

Kathryn Oppenlander 

Carol Rothhaar 

Traci Zellner 

 

Bald Eagle Club (sustaining) 

Gary & Shirley Burrer 

Jeff & Ruth Ann Campbell 

Kevin & Elizabeth Cotsmire  -  

   In Memory of Nancy Cotsmire 

Don Cover 

Jim & Ruth Crabaugh 

Emerson Eckstein  -  

   In Memory of Dorothy Eckstein 

Avalon Evans  -  

   In Memory of Lowell Shumaker 

Nancy Everly 

David & Kathy Halsey 

Scott & Marylou Hastings 

Hord Livestock/Hord Family Farms 

Elmer J. Kafer 

Carol Rhodebeck –  

    In Memory of Jim Rhodebeck 

Tamara Robinson  -  

   In Memory of Paul Robinson 

Sims Brothers Recycling 

Todd & Becky Strickland 

Raymond & Wanda Trash 

Donna Watts 

 

Tallgrass Prairie Club (sponsoring) 

Doug & Kim Beckley 

Bucyrus Kiwanis Club 

Wayne Collier 

William & Betty Foulk 

John Wagner 

Sycamore (promoting) 

Wendy Bownas 

Mark Schneider 

 

Other Donations: 

Kohl’s  

Barb Koschnick  

Lowe-Volk Astronomy     

Tom Pfeifer 

Martha Kozik 

 

Bird Seed Donations: 
Carol Rhodebeck 

 

Memorial Donations: 

Jerry Lantz: 

Arcelor Mittal Employees 

Charlotte Bedson 

Led & Beverly Burlingame 

Jeremy & Joselyn Crawford  

Bill Fisher 

Carol Lantz 

Jeff & Megan Lantz 

Mike Lantz 

Susan Le Maitre 

Doug & Jerry Osbourne 

Sharon Tighe 

 

Memorial Donations: 

Donald & Marian Beck  -  

   In Memory of Ed Neumann 

Peggy DeGray  -  

   In Memory of Barbara Kemp 

Robert & Lucille Dunn & Family -           

   In Memory of Gene Bordner 

William & Betty Foulk  -  

   In Memory of Berneice Landes 

Margaret Kime –  

    In Memory of Berneice Landes 

Ray & Wanda Trash  -  

   In Memory of Joyce Martin 

Thank you to the following who have donated to 
the Friends of the Crawford Park District between:  

May 21, 2017 through August 22,  2017 





It was another successful summer 

at Nature Camp. The  kids enjoyed 

setting turtle traps, cooking over 

the campfire, cooling off in the 

sprinklers & river on  a hot day,  

and exploring the sounds, smells, 

and even some tastes of nature! 

Hope to see you next summer!  



Friends of the Crawford Park District 
2401 State Route 598 
Crestline, Ohio 44827 
419-683-9000 
 
Trustees: 
Richard Carpenter 
Emerson Eckstein 
Bill Fisher 
Martha Kozik 
Dan Everly 
 
Board of Park Commissioners: 
Richard Carpenter 
Peggy DeGray 
Jan Maddy 
 
Director — Bill Fisher 
Executive Secretary — Patti Schiefer 
Program Coordinator — Joshua Dyer 
Naturalists — Lisa Bogard, Warren Uxley 
Program Asst. — Joy Etter-Link 
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Date Program/Event Time Park 

Tues. 9/5 Monarch Tagging 5:30pm UP 

Thurs. 9/7 Homeschool:  Life Cycles 10:00am LVP 

Wed.  9/13 Canoeing 6:00pm Neff 

Thurs. 9/14 Monarch Tagging 6:00pm BCOLL 

Sat. 9/16 Recycling 9am-Noon LVP 

Sat. 9/16 Unger Games 10:00am UP 

Sun. 9/17 Wetland Wonders, Heckert 2:00pm LVP 

Mon. 9/18 Toddler Trot 5:30pm LVP 

Tues. 9/19 BINGO Hike 5:30pm LVP 

Wed. 9/20 Singing Insect Tour:  Crestline 7:00pm C 

Sun. 9/24 Prairie Wildflowers 3:00pm Salem 

Mon. 9/25 Camouflage Critters 6:00pm LVP 

Wed. 9/27 Wild Wednesdays 10am & 2pm LVP 

Wed. 9/27 Archery 5:30pm UP 

Sat. 9/30 Viewing the Night Sky 7:30pm LVP 

Wed. 10/4 Singing Insect Tour: Galion 7:00pm G 

Thurs. 10/5 Homeschool: Trees 10:00am LVP 

Thurs. 10/5 Walk & Woof 6:00pm HNP 

Sat. 10/7 Tellin’ Tales/Leesville History 2:00pm LVP 

Wed. 10/11 Wild Wednesdays 10am & 2pm LVP 

Wed. 10/11 Canoeing 6:00pm Pines 

    

Thus. 10/12 Toddler Trot 5:30pm HNP 

Sat. 10/14 Recycling 9am-Noon LVP 

Sun. 10/15 Seed Collection 2:00pm DS 

Mon. 10/16 Awesome Autumn 6:00pm LVP 

Sat. 10/21 Halloween Family Fun Night 6pm-9pm LVP 

Mon. 10/23 Fall Leaves Hike 5:30pm HNP 

Wed. 10/25 Wild Wednesdays 10am & 2pm LVP 

Wed. 10/25 Bobcats 6:00pm LVP 

Sat. 10/28 Viewing the Night Sky 7:00pm LVP 

Sun. 10/29 Walk and Woof 2:00pm LVP 

Thurs. 11/2 Homeschool: Earth’s Surface 10am LVP 

Thurs. 11/2 Toddler Trot 5:30pm SW 

Sun. 11/5 Nature Hike 3:00pm SW 

Wed. 11/8 Wild Wednesdays 10am & 2pm LVP 

Fri. 11/10 Saw-Whet Owls 6:00pm LVP 

Sat. 11/11 Fall Bird Banding 8am-Noon LVP 

Sat. 11/11 Recycling 9am-Noon LVP 

Fri. 11/17 Take a Hike Day 2:00pm LVP 

Tues. 11/21 Sounds Like Nature 5:30pm LVP 

Sat. 11/25 Viewing the Night Sky 6:00pm LVP 

Sun. 11/26 Bird Walk 2:00pm SW 

CPD Abbreviated Calendar 
Park/Program Location Key:  LVP (Lowe-Volk Park); UP (Unger Park); HNP (Heckert Nature Preserve); SW (Sears 

Woods); DS (Daughmer Savannah); Carmean Woods (Carmean Woods) 


