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     Developing a new park or preserve is not something that happens overnight. The CPD’s newest property 

acquisition is no exception. From contacting landowners, securing funds for purchase, and developing a plan of 

action, adding a new preserve is not a proverbial “walk in the park”. The following synopsis is to inform our 

supporters about the events that unfolded and the projects to come that will make our newest preserve a natural 

history gem for our community.  

     Dubbed “Sandusky Headwaters Preserve”, this newly protected property started with the donation of 1.13 acres 

from Norm and Sharon Huber in 2016. The Huber parcel sits on the north side of the Sandusky River, just west of 

the SR 598 bridge. This one-acre buffer ensures protection of the river from possible runoff coming out of Leesville. 

The CPD offers many thanks to the Hubers for this outright donation. 

     The next parcel was one the CPD had been graciously allowed to use over the years as overflow parking for large 

events. This parcel was owned by Russell Long. Upon Mr. Long’s passing, the CPD was approached by the estate 

about purchasing the 6.89-acre parcel. With the assistance of the Clean Ohio Fund – which provides 75% of the 

funds needed to secure and protect natural areas – this purchase was finalized in 2018. However, there was much 

to do. Clean-up efforts on the property began in earnest. Central Ohio Recycling and Salvage stepped up and was 

instrumental in getting the many dilapidated outbuildings and other refuse removed. Special thanks also go to the 
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employees at the Solid Waste District that 

paid for the dumping fees. After the initial 

removal of large amounts of waste, other 

work days with volunteers were held to 

finalize the clean-up. Special thanks go the 

Dapper Cabin Crew, who led the charge, 

spending many hours over the course of 

last fall and early winter “mopping up” (for 

instance, digging out 100+ tires and 

removing them from the property). Without 

the many volunteers and contributions, the 

acquisition and development would have 

taken many more dollars to come to 

fruition.  

     The final piece of Sandusky Headwaters 

Preserve started with a phone call in late 

2017. Knowing we had been interested in 

pursuing the possibility of purchasing the 

land, Betty Tucker called and said she 

would be willing to sell. Again, using Clean 

Ohio Funds, the CPD was able to secure the 

purchase of 30.68 acres to complete the 

current boundary of the new preserve in the fall of 2018. And once again, the Dapper Cabin Crew came to the 

rescue. While not the extensive clean-up effort the Long parcel entailed, the time they donated this past 

summer is very much appreciated. 

     Thus, the purchasing and donation of the parcels (38.7 total acres) that make up Sandusky Headwaters 

Preserve was complete; but much still needs done. Passersby may have noticed the completion of the parking 

lot. The lot was paid for through funds administered by ODOT. (This fund is supported by a percentage of fuel 

tax dollars and doled back to park districts based on vehicle registrations.) Trails need to be laid out and 

created, with possible small foot bridges or boardwalks built to mitigate wet areas. Engineering and design 

have started on a set of stairs that will be needed for visitors, followed by applying for funding through various 

ODNR grant opportunities. The CPD has been actively collecting prairie seeds to spread in the former 

agriculture land. A wetland has been planned for the ag land as well. By not only providing habitat for various 

plants and animals, the wetland will also aid in reducing nutrient loads into the Sandusky River and points 

further downstream, especially Lake Erie. As with the 

stairs, potential funding sources for the wetland are 

being identified. Lastly, a sign and a kiosk need 

constructed and set in place. 

     While Sandusky Headwaters Preserve is not yet 

open to the public, the CPD staff is diligently working 

toward getting it ready for visitors. Taking the scopes 

of work into account and timelines for completion, 

Sandusky Headwaters Preserve is slated for opening 

in 2021. We will keep you, our supporters, up-to-date 

as progress continues in developing your next 

preserve.  

A view down the Sandusky River, just west of the SR 598 bridge. The Huber tract 

is on the right bank, with the Tucker tract on the left bank. 

Former ag field is the proposed site for the wetland 

and prairie. (photo taken in spring of 2018)  



PROGRAMS 
All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted.  For more information or 

questions about programs, call 419-683-9000, or visit www.crawfordparkdistrict.org 

Nature Story Time  
Monday, December 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30   10:30am   
Lowe-Volk Park 
Young children and their adults, join Lisa for story 
time every Monday this winter! Listen to a different 
nature-themed book each week.   
 
Homeschool in Nature: Celestial Sights  
Thursday, December 5   9:30am, 11am, & 2pm     
Lowe-Volk Park 
Not wanting any of the Homeschooling families to 
miss out, we decided to rearrange times and add a 
third class. The 2pm is still currently full, but there 
are openings in the 9:30am and 11am sessions. This 
month is going to be out of this world! Dan Everly, 
from the Astronomy Club, will be here with the 
inflatable planetarium to teach us about this amazing 
celestial sight.  Classes are limited to 20 students per 
session. Please call the Park District to reserve a spot 
for your 5-12 year old by December 4.  
 
Uncorked Nature: Foxes  
Friday, December 6   6pm    
Fox Winery 227 Harding Way E. Galion, OH  
Join Naturalist Abby for a night of education at the 
Fox Winery in Galion. We will be learning all about 
Ohio’s two fox species, and other notable fox species 
from around the world. There will be fox furs and 
skulls to explore after the presentation. This 
program is for ages 21 and older!  
 

Planetarium  
Saturday, December 7   1pm & 2pm     
Lowe-Volk Park 
Come to the Lowe-Volk Park Nature Center to view 
the night sky during the day! Dan Everly, from the 
Astronomy Club, will be here with the inflatable 
planetarium. Once inside, you will be able to see the 
constellations, learn how Native Americans used 
them, how they got their names from Greek 
Mythology, and discover so much more! Call the 
Nature Center to reserve your spot. 
 
Tree Cookie Craft 
Thursday, December 12   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Get yourself ready 
for the holidays 
with this fun craft. 
Patti Gervais will 
guide you through 
the steps of taking a 
cross section of a 
log (called a tree 
cookie) and turning 
it into a festive decoration. All materials will be 
provided. Pre-registration is required by December 
11 and is limited to 20 participants.  
 
Pinecone Decorations 
Sunday, December 15    2pm    Lowe-Volk Park 
Come make a pinecone holiday decoration. We will 
provide the pinecones, pine boughs, ribbon, glue gun, 
wreath forms, and miscellaneous items from nature. 
If you have other items you wish to add to your 
wreath or a certain ribbon you prefer, bring those 
with you! Call the Park District by December 13 to 
reserve your spot. Space is limited to 20 participants.  
 
Did you know… 
Not all cone-bearing trees are evergreen, and not all 
evergreens bear cones? Tamaracks are coniferous 
but lose their needles each year; American Holly is 
green year-round, but does not produce cones. 
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PROGRAMS 

Bird Walk  
Sunday, December 15   2pm   Sears Woods   

Each winter brings with 
it a new set of 
challenges.  Food 
supplies vary from year 
to year and of course 
the weather patterns 
play a key role in 
determining the 
makeup of winter bird 
communities.  Meet 

Warren Uxley at Sears Woods State Nature Preserve 
and find out what is happening to bird populations 
this year.  
 
Wild Wednesday 
Wednesday, Dec.18   10am   Lowe-Volk Park 
Come to the Nature Center 
and enjoy an hour of 
nature exploration!  
Program topics will vary 
and may include a story, 
short hike, craft, or a visit 
from an animal.  For pre-
schoolers and their 
parents.  Come dressed for the weather.   
 
Movie in the Park 
Friday, December 20    5:30pm    Lowe-Volk Park 
Wear your pajamas, bring your pillow and blanket, 
and settle in for a fun holiday movie. We will have an 
activity, popcorn to snack on, and hot chocolate, too. 
We always have a great time, so come and join in on 
the fun! 
 
Uncorked Nature: Cones & Evergreens  
Friday, December 20   6pm    
Fox Winery 227 Harding Way E. Galion, OH     
Join Naturalist Abby to learn all about Cones and 
Evergreens at the Fox Winery in Galion. We’ll learn 
characteristics and identification of cones and 
evergreens and make a craft to decorate your home 
this holiday. This program is for ages 21 and older! 

Homeschool in Nature:  
First Impressions and Lasting Thoughts  
Thursday, January 2   9:30am, 11am, & 2pm    
Lowe-Volk Park 
What’s your first thought when you see a spider or a 
bear? This month we are going to give our first 
impression of different animals and then look at how 
we might change our future thoughts about them. 
Classes are limited to 20 students per session. Please 
call the Park District to reserve a spot for your 5-12 
year old by January 1. 
 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count  
Sunday, January 5   7am    
Meet at Bob Evans in Bucyrus 
The classic example of 
citizen science, the 
Audubon Christmas 
bird count collects data 
on bird populations 
throughout North 
America. Those who 
wish to participate 
should meet at the 
Bucyrus Bob Evans at 
the intersection of US 
Route 30 and SR 4. 
 
Nature Story Time  
Monday, January 6, 13, 20, 27   10:30am    
Lowe-Volk Park 
Young children and their adults, join Lisa for story 
time every Monday this winter! Listen to a different 
nature-themed book each week. 
 
Wild Wednesday 
Wednesday, January 8   10am   Lowe-Volk Park 
Come to the Nature Center and enjoy an hour of 
nature exploration!  Program topics will vary and 
may include a story, short hike, craft, or a visit from 
an animal.  For pre-schoolers and their parents.  
Come dressed for the weather.   
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PROGRAMS 

Uncorked Nature: What’s That Smell?  
Friday, January 10   6pm    
Fox Winery 227 Harding Way E. Galion, OH  
When you smell a wine, 
you’re preparing your 
brain for the wine you’re 
about to taste. Our sense 
of smell has a profound 
effect on the way our 
brain processes flavor. 
Can your nose identify 
the different smells from 
nature and wine? We will 
play a sorting game to find out! This program is for 
ages 21and older!  
 
Winter in the Woods 
Tuesday, January 14   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
Life in the woods can be challenging for animals, 
especially in winter. Joy Etter-Link will help you 
explore the lives of some animals and what they do 
in the winter. For school-aged children up to 5th 
grade with an adult. 
 
Women of the Wilderness 
Thursday, January 16    5:30pm    Lowe-Volk Park 
You might recognize some of the men who are great 
environmentalist like Aldo Leopold or John Muir, but 
how many women can you name that have 
contributed greatly to conservation efforts, or, those 
that have made wilderness history? Join Lisa for an 
informative program on these wonderful women of 
the wilderness and learn how or what they 
contributed to the natural world. 

Toddler Trot 
Saturday, January 18   10am   Lowe-Volk Park 
Getting little ones outside is very important, 
regardless of the season. Join Josh and McKinley as 
they explore a winter wonderland. We’ll incorporate 
matching shapes, counting, balance, and many other 
skills appropriate for young children, all while 
enjoying everything nature has to offer. For toddlers 
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Winter Tree ID 
Saturday, Jan. 18   1pm   Heckert Nature Preserve 

Many people are familiar with identifying a tree by 
its leaf but might struggle after the leaves fall to the 
ground. Join Josh to discover the skill of winter tree 
identification by looking at twigs and bark. 
Observing trees in the winter is great way to know a 
tree from all aspects, and is a great tool for hunters, 
wood cutters, woodlot owners, and anyone that 
wants to know their trees. 
 
Feeding Day  
Monday, January 20   2pm   Lowe-Volk Park  
Will it be fruits, vegetables, leafy greens, shrimp, 
worms, or mice? Can you guess what’s on the menu 
for the animals in the Nature Center? Stop by to find 
out who eats what and take turns helping Lisa feed 
some of the animals! 
 
Did you know… According to E. Lucy Braun 
(pictured to the left), Ohio has 15 species of native 
Oaks and 13 hybrid Oaks? Unidentifiable specimens 
should be collected in mid-fall when leaves, acorns, 
and buds are fully developed.    
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PROGRAMS 

Woodpeckers 
Tuesday, January 21   7pm   Lowe-Volk Park    

Woodpeckers are an 
extremely important 
group of birds: their 
impact ripples 
throughout the forest 
community they 
inhabit.  Meet Warren 
Uxley at the Lowe-Volk  
Nature Center for a 
PowerPoint Program 
on the 10 Woodpecker 

species that live in the eastern U.S. 
 
Trail Cam Adventures 
Thursday, January 23   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
If you’re interested in seeing wildlife when no one is 
looking, or maybe you’re interested in setting up 
your own trail cam but don’t know where to start. 

Well this program is for you! The Park District has 
compiled thousands of pictures over the many years 
of operating trail cameras at our winter bait stations, 
local school properties, and during Nature Camp. 
From the run-of-the-mill animals, to shape shifters, 
and the changing environment, we’ve captured 
nature when our eyes weren’t there to witness it. 
Join Josh for this fun, informative program that will 
cover trail cam how-to’s, the many animals we’ve 
snapped photos and videos of, and how science uses 
trail cameras as a research tool. Fun for all ages! 
 

Nature Story Time  
Monday, February 3, 10, 17, 24   10:30am    
Lowe-Volk Park 
Young children and their adults, join Lisa for story 
time every Monday this winter! Listen to a different 
nature-themed book each week.  
 
Ruffling Feathers & Other Courtship Displays 
Monday, February 3   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 
The Bower Bird is well 
known for his 
elaborate nest 
structure and “dance 
moves” to attract a 
mate, but many other 
animals put on equally 
complex shows. From 
jumping spiders to 
peafowl, Joy Etter-Link will share various ways 
animals find mates. For school-aged children up to 
5th grade accompanied by an adult.  
 
Wild Wednesday  
Wednesday, February 5   10am   Lowe-Volk Park 
Come to the Nature Center and enjoy an hour of 
nature exploration!  Program topics will vary and 
may include a story, short hike, craft, or a visit from 
an animal.  For pre-schoolers and their parents.  
Come dressed for the weather.   
 
Homeschool in Nature:  
Everybody Needs a Home  
Thursday, February 6   9:30am, 11am, & 2pm     
Lowe-Volk Park 
This month we are 
going to learn about 
the different homes an 
animal requires 
depending on their 
needs in the 
environment. Classes 
are limited to 20 
students per session. Please call the Park District to 
reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old by February 5. 

January/February 
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PROGRAMS 

Heart of Stone Craft 
Thursday, February 6   6pm   Lowe-Volk Park 

Landscape stones 
make the perfect 
“canvas” for a small 
natural decoration. 
Patti Gervais will 
guide participants in 
creating their own 
lovely Valentine’s 
Day craft. All 

materials will be provided. Pre-registration is 
required by February 5 and is limited to 25 
participants. 
 
Track Me Down 
Saturday, February 8   1pm    Unger Park 
With diverse habitats, 
Unger is a great place to 
look for signs of animals. 
We’ll look for tracks, trails, 
burrows, chewings…even 
scat! Join Josh on a romp 
through Unger Park 
finding evidence of any 
animal, large and small. Fun for the family! 

Puppet Pals: A Walk in the Woods 
Thursday, February 20    6pm     Lowe-Volk Park 
Friday, February 21    11am     Lowe-Volk Park 
Our Puppet Pals are exploring a forest!  Join them in 
finding clues to discover the many animals that call a 
forest “home”.  With a Great-horned Owl, a Raccoon, 
and many more, our Puppet Pals are sure to please. 
Puppet show will include a kid’s activity. For kids 
ages 3-7 and their parents. 
 
Feeding Day  
Sunday, February 23   2pm   Lowe-Volk Park  
Will it be fruits, vegetables, leafy greens, shrimp, 
worms, or mice? Can you guess what’s on the menu 
for the animals in the Nature Center? Stop out to find 
out who eats what and take turns helping Lisa feed 
some of the animals! 
 
Nature Hike 
Saturday, Feb. 29  3pm   Heckert Nature Preserve    
By late February winter is starting to loosen its grip.  
Winter bird flocks are breaking up and the first 
courtship calls can be heard.  Warm days can bring 
out over-wintering butterflies.  Meet Warren Uxley 
at Heckert Nature Preserve to see what this year’s 
season of transition will bring. 

February 

Page 7 

Telescope 
Winner 

Announced 
During Halloween 
Family Fun Night, the 
Crawford Park 
Astronomy Club raffled 
off a telescope. We are 
happy to announce that 
young William Allen is 
the recipient of his very 
first telescope. 
Congratulations William 
and keep looking up! 



Winter Feeder Birds: 
A Quick Reference Guide 

Left: Northern Cardinals — Male is brighter red than the duller female; Center: Carolina Chickadee — Due to 
shifting populations, Black-capped Chickadees are virtually non-existent in Crawford County; Right: Blue Jay — 
While Blue Jays may act tough at the feeder, when captured during banding surveys, they are rather docile.   

Left: Mourning Dove — May appear in flocks at feeders during winter; their cousin, the Rock Pigeon, may also 
visit for those in and near towns; Center: American Goldfinch — Males molt into their winter plumage, like 
this example; females will have an olive instead of yellow color; note the white wing bars; Right: English 
Sparrow — Scorned by many, yet still a VERY common feeder visitor; also known as House Sparrow. 

Left: Dark-eyed Junco — A visitor from northern climes, small flocks come and go throughout the winter 
(take it from these snow birds...it’s nicer here than from where they came from); Center: Tufted Titmouse — 
A smaller gray and white version of a cardinal, sporting a spiffy crest; Right: American Tree Sparrow — Note 
the yellow lower mandible; referred to as the “winter chippy” due to its similarity to Chipping Sparrows, 
which also sport a rufous cap. 



Left: Downy Woodpecker; Center: Hairy Woodpecker — Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers are very similar. 
Note the overall size and shape of the body and the length of the beak: Hairys are larger with a longer beak. 
In both species, males sport a red patch on the back of the head, whereas females do not. Right: Red-bellied 
Woodpecker — A horrible name for a such a non-descript field mark; the “red” is more like an orange and 
best seen when they are facing you. The Red-bellied is larger than the previous two woodpecker species. 

Left: Song Sparrow — Note the rusty brown spot mid-chest along with streaking on the breast; you may hear 
their beautiful song on sunny winter days; Center: Carolina Wren — A flighty bird that moves in and out quick-
ly; also can be heard singing its rolling melody, “tea-kettle, tea-kettle, tea-kettle”; Right: Purple Finch — Not as 
common as its cousin, the House Finch, the Purple Finch is “washed” in maroon, compared to only the head and 
shoulders of the House Finch. 

Left: Cedar Waxing — A bird of splendid coloration, waxwings love berries! They also travel in small 
flocks...where there is one, look for more; Center: White-breasted Nuthatch — Nuthatches are one of the 
handful of birds that can walk down a tree trunk head-first; Right: Red-breasted Nuthatch — Another north-
ern visitor that is smaller than our other nuthatch; also very skittish.  
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How Many Hours? 
     Volunteers spend many hours 
supporting the mission of the CPD. When 
we say, “we couldn’t do it without our 
volunteers”, we mean it! Looking back at 
the successful events over the years, we 
can recall the many times volunteers 
aided in putting on a great program. But 
just how much time do they give to the 
Park District?  
     Well, to put a number on it, we 
decided to look at our largest event: 
Halloween Family Fun Night. The list of 
duties includes: setting up the spooky 
and clue hikes; leading the spooky hikes; 
monitoring the clue hike; tending the fire 
and assisting with hot dogs and 
marshmallows; distributing small 
pumpkins to be decorated; face painting; parking cars; assisting with 
the craft; handling our wildlife ambassadors for people to see, touch, or 
hold; helping visitors view celestial sights; driving tractors for the 
wagon rides; helping folks get loaded onto the wagon rides; manning 
the front desk for gift store sales and answering general questions; 

keeping the hot chocolate flowing; other Nature Center activities, and more. All these areas require at least two, 
but most need at least six volunteers to keep things running smoothly for participants to have an enjoyable 
time. For this event alone, we had 77 volunteers contribute a total of 333 hours to host a successful 3-hour 
event that was attended by some 1500 people! WOW!  
     Remember, too, that this is one event. From Water Carnival to Living History Days and from folding 
newsletters to mowing, our volunteers are VITAL to the CPD. The staff wishes to send out a HUGE heartfelt 
“Thank You!” to our volunteers for supporting the Crawford Park District. Literally, we couldn’t do it without 
your help. Thank you!  

CPD Book Club 

Do you love nature and also love to read? With 
the abundance of books available for nature lovers, 
sometimes it’s hard to choose the next great book to read. 
Join the Crawford Park District’s Book Club and we will 
figure it out together!   Pre-registration is recommended 
as the club will be limited to 15 
members. So come armed with 
your favorite book about nature 
or a nature centered book you 
want to read and be ready to 
make your case to the club!  

Book Club Meeting Dates: 
Jan. 7;  Jan. 28;  Feb. 25 

Book Club meetings take place 
at the Lowe-Volk Nature Center 
and start at 5:30pm. 

Tellin’ Tales 
Saturday, February 8   2:30pm @ Lowe-Volk Park 

Bring your stories and accounts of the odd and 
unusual to this quarter’s Tellin’ Tales. The program 
will be led by local historian, Mike Hocker, and is a 

chance for you to listen and share your local legend. 



Page 11 

Recycling @ the Nature Center 
Here is what you can bring:  #1 & #2 plas-
tics, glass,  paper products & cardboard, 
steel & aluminum cans, CFL bulbs, batter-
ies, old eye glasses, cell phones, tablets, & 
laptops.    
NO OTHER ELECTRONICS, MONITORS, 
ETC. WILL BE ACCEPTED! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DROP-OFF DATES 
     Saturday, December 14, 9am-Noon 

Saturday, January 11, 9am-Noon 
Saturday, February 8, 9am-Noon 

Crawford Soil and Water Conservation District 

Be sure to check out Soil and Water’s website and Facebook page for more programs that landowners can 
utilize.  www.crawfordswcd.org  Or, call their office at 419-562-8280 
 

NEW! Soil Health Workshop Series 
 
Join the Crawford SWCD for a series of workshops dedicated to improving soil health. This workshop 
series will focus on cover crops and no-till and their relationship with improved soil health benefits. Each 
workshop will feature a speaker and discussion topics and will end with a farmer Q&A session. The evening 
workshops will begin at 5:30 or 6 pm and will last about 1 to 1 ½ hours. This workshop series will be hosted 
by Nathan Brause at his farm on 4565 Zeigler Rd. NE of Bucyrus. Contact the Crawford SWCD for more 
info. The workshop schedule and tentative topics are as follows:  
 
Workshop 2:January 2020 5:30pm   Speakers TBD   View the cover crops plots at this point, then retreat 
to shop. Discuss options for planting: planting green, no-till planter attachments, herbicide use, when to kill 
or not. Q & A on various ways to deal with cover crops in the spring. 
Workshop 3:March 2020 6:00pm    Speakers TBD    View plots again. Discuss: what to do now? Planting 
methods, how to deal with spring growth – Tillage? Herbicide? Rolling? What about slugs and other pests?  

The Dr. Laurie Anne Rhodebeck Memorial Scholarship 
     The Dr. Laurie Anne Rhodebeck Memorial Scholarship was established by the Friends of the Crawford Park 
District in memory of Dr. Laurie Anne Rhodebeck. Applicants can be entering any level of their educational 
attainment, attending any college, university, technical or vocational school, and entering any field of 
study.  Preference is given to those studying environmental sciences or other studies that correlate with the 
mission of the Crawford Park District and to those who can display community services activities. An essay on 
the environment is required. This scholarship is renewable for the entire time a student is in school as long as 
they reapply each year. Interested applicants must visit the Community Foundation for Crawford County’s 
website at www.cfcrawford.org/scholarships.  Deadline to apply is March 2, 2020 at 5pm.  

Walk on the Wild Side 

     An annual fundraiser for Wildlife Haven, Walk on the Wild Side takes place at the St. 
Joseph Activity Center in Galion, Ohio on February 15, 2020.  Starting at 6pm, the evening 
includes plenty of good food, a Silent Auction, and a visit with some wild guests from The 
Columbus Zoo starting at 7pm! You won't want to miss it! Admission is $25 for adults and 
$12 for kids 10 and under. For tickets, email Jane Schnelker at wildjane@columbus.rr.com, 
or you can leave a voicemail at 419-683-3228. 



Alien Among Us 
By Abby Ditomassi  

     We had a special guest gracing the Lowe-

Volk Park Nature Center this year in the form 

of a female Chinese Mantis (Tenodera 

sinensis). She was discovered by a Nature 

Camper in July within the landscape plants 

outside the Nature Center, measuring no more 

than a couple of inches. I decided to keep her 

as a “desk pet” since Chinese Mantids are 

introduced, and depending on the source, are 

encouraged to be removed from the wild.  

     As the name suggests, Chinese Mantids 

were originally from Asia, and in 1896 this 

species was accidentally introduced by a 

nurseryman at Mt. Airy near Philadelphia. The 

mantids were able to establish themselves 

very easily and are still intentionally introduced 

into the wild due to garden centers selling their egg cases as a natural pest control. It is true that Praying 

Mantids are great as natural pest controls since they are ambush predators that sit and wait for unsuspecting 

pray to hop by for them to eat.  

     Chinese Mantids can be perceived as invasive due to observations of them eating some of our important 

pollinators, like bumble bees and monarch butterflies that are declining in population. More impressively, the 

Chinese Mantis has also been documented eating hummingbirds! However, regarding pollinator population 

declines, the ecological impact of exotic mantids is probably miniscule in comparison to other major factors like 

habitat loss. We do have a native mantid, the Carolina Mantis (Stagmomantis carolina), that would be a more 

natural option for pest control. The Carolina Mantis has a more oval shaped egg case. It also does not get as big 

and may be outcompeted by the larger, more fit, Chinese Mantis.  

     To grow, Praying Mantises will go through 7-9 molts – which is when they shed their old exoskeleton and 

emerge with the new one– to reach adulthood (up to 6 inches). When I first got the praying mantis, she was 

bright green. However, when placed in her enclosure, I only put in sticks for her to climb on. After the following 

molt, she was completely brown. Having 

witnessed this, I wanted to experiment by 

adding an artificial vine to her habitat. Her 

next molt produced brown with two stripes of 

green on each side of her body. Investigating 

the color change further, I found a few 

theories, including humidity and light that 

may contribute to color change in mantids. It 

will be interesting to do some more 

controlled experiments next summer.  

A Chinese Mantis egg on the left and Carolina Mantis egg case on the right 
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      We have enjoyed using this praying mantis for 

education and outreach to help us teach the 

characteristics of an insect. However, she has since 

died. Praying Mantids will only live about 6-9 

months. As adults, their goal is to find a mate and 

lay an ootheca (an egg case with about 400 eggs 

enclosed within, and somewhat resembling a glob 

of Instafoam) before the winter comes; and they 

die off. The developing praying mantids will be 

protected as they overwinter in the ootheca. In the 

spring, the warm sun will start the hatching process 

for the next generation of praying mantids. The egg 

cases are often affixed to vegetation such as plant 

stems, bushes, and small trees; therefore, they can 

be easily seen on winter hikes since the trees have 

dropped their leaves, or vegetation has died back 

that could have been disguising them.  

      It is also important for you to check your live Christmas tree as mantid development is heat activated. If 

brought into your warm house, the eggs are tricked into thinking it’s spring and will hatch hundreds of small 

praying mantids in your house! We encourage you to leave your warm house and visit many of our parks this 

winter to enjoy a scavenger hunt looking for these praying mantis egg cases. If you have any further questions 

about Praying Mantids, the staff at the Lowe-Volk Park Nature Center would love to answer them for you.   
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Feeding time for the praying mantis. She was fed wild-caught 

Othopterans (crickets, grasshoppers, and katydids). When none 

could be caught, she was fed the same store-purchased crickets 

fed to our other wildlife ambassadors.  

Bucyrus VFW Post Supports the Friends 

The Friends of the Crawford Park District recently received a donation from the VFW Post 8999 for $1,971. 

“The VFW Post 8999 is happy to support the mission of the Park District,” says Canteen Manager, Robert 

Graves. “The Park District does 

good work for the community with 

their school programs. Doing good 

things for kids, we can stand 

behind that.” The Friends of the 

CPD is grateful for this donation 

and extends a gracious “Thank 

You” for their support.  

 

Pictured left to right:  

Robert Pfahler-Quartermaster 

Zane Plumely-Jr. Vice Commander 

Robert Graves-Canteen Manager 

Joshua Dyer-CPD Director 

Paul Brette-Commander 



FRIENDS MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Kinglet (student/senior) 
Louis & Frances Baldasare 
Deb Farina 
Paula Howell 

In Memory of Hourly,  
the companion cat 

Kenneth Klingelhafer 
Jayson Lovelady 
Dixie Lee Stineman 
John & Becky Witter 
 
Cardinal (individual) 
Denise Bell 
    In Memory of Richard Bell 
Jan Gledhill 
Phyllis Manley 
Kevin McKinney 
Richard & Helen Michalek 
    In Memory of Ron 
Carol Moran 
Rachael Robinette 
Sharon Rosebrough 
Donald Walter 
 
Flock (family) 
Summer & Kevin Burrer 
John & Amy Cauvel 
    In Memory of Terry Cooper 
Fred & Jean Dean 
Greg & Kim Gabriel 
Carolyn & Steve Helbert 
Dean & Hazel Hunter 
Eric & Machelle Kocher 

Anne Mahoney 
Steve & Beth Routzahn 
David & Su Rowles 
Bernie & Fran Spencer 
Mary Worden 
 
Bur Oak Circle (supporting) 
Mike & Suzette Burger 
Gary & Shirley Burrer 
Terry & Cheryl Corney 
Bill & Donna Fisher 
Glenda Leuthold 
    In Memory of Pat Reed 
Dennis Mollenkopf 
Thomas Morton 
Greg & Verna Schifer 
Village of New Washington 
 
Bald Eagle Club (sustaining) 
Jeff & Ruth Ann Campbell 
Marge & John Connors 
Avalon Evans  
    In Memory of Dolores Geiger 
Chelsea Gottfried 
Skip James 
Joseph Kelly 
Roger & Janice Scott 
George & Kathy Sheets 
Todd & Becky Strickland 
Rita Volk  
Torri-Barth Warner 
    
Tallgrass Prairie Club (sponsoring) 
Doug & Kim Beckley 
Bucyrus Kiwanis Club 

Colonel Crawford Lions Club 
Hord Family Farms 
Rich & Chris Krahling 
Dr. Joe & Sue Shadeed 
 
Sycamore Club (promoting) 
Jim & Linda Leyda 
Mark Schneider 
 
Other Donations: 
CPD Astronomy Club  
Gamma Delta Class 
JP Morgan Chase Bank 
Kroger Customers 
Lions Club Zone 5 
Bryan Summer 
Emily Taylor 
Timken Company 
VFW #8999 
The Lowe/Volk Family 

In Memory of Lloyd & Martha Volk, 
and In Honor of Wanda Volk-Trash 

Walmart 
 
Bird Seed Donations: 
Sharon Booth 
 
Memorial Donations: 
David & Jackie Cochran 

In Memory of Dr. Michael Johnson 
 
In Memory of Don Grady: 
Sandy Grady & Family 
Marge & Bill Sherron 

Thank you to the following who have donated to 
the Friends of the Crawford Park District:  

August 1, 2019 through November 4, 2019 
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#GivingTuesday 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

 
Last year, the Friends of the Crawford Park District raised $9,658.60 for 

#Giving2sday, and the Community Foundation added $1,692.77 for a total 
of $11,351.37 added to the Friends of the CPD’s endowment fund.  
For more information on how to donate, contact the Park office @ 

419-683-9000. 
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Meeting Dates & Times  
(4th & 5th Saturdays of each month; note start 
time changes; programs held regardless of sky 
conditions so please dress for the weather. If the 
skies are cloudy we will meet in the Nature 
Center.) 
  December 28 6pm 
  January 25  7pm 
  February 22  7pm 
  February 29  7pm 
 

Targets for Spring:   
*Jupiter-is 1/2 billion miles away and has 4 moons! 
View it while it lasts, because it is quickly setting in 
the west.  
*Saturn-Lord of the Rings! This beautiful sight is  
1 billion miles away.  
*Andromeda Galaxy-is 2.4 million light years away. 
You’ll first see if with your naked eyes and then get a 
better look through a telescope.  
*Winter Sky-is completely different from the summer 
sky. The Milky Way’s outer band isn’t nearly as bright.  
*Comets-there are a few comets that are incoming.  
(a comet is a dirty snowball from deep space.) 

Planetarium 
Join Dan Everly on December 7th, 2019 at 

either 1 pm or 2 pm for a look inside the 

planetarium. Once inside, you will learn how 

Native Americans used the constellations and 

also how it relates to Greek Mythology. The 

structure of the Milky Way, planet sizes and 

distances will also be discussed. Please call the 

Lowe-Volk Park Nature Center to reserve your 

spot! 

The Astronomy Club is also here to help you 

with your personal telescope. Bring it out and 

they can help you repair, adjust, and use you it! 

Exciting news for the Astronomy Club! We are 

a small group, but we are mighty. Dan reported 

that through NASA’s Night Sky Network out of 

the registered astronomy clubs, we rank #6 in 

the Nation. We beat out Los Angeles, California 

for the number of people that attend our 

programs. Great Job! 



Friends of the Crawford Park District 
2401 State Route 598 
Crestline, Ohio 44827 
419-683-9000 
 
 
Trustees: 
Kyle Hartman 
Emerson Eckstein 
Joshua Dyer 
Martha Kozik 
Dan Everly 
 
Board of Park Commissioners: 
Kyle Hartman 
Peggy DeGray 
Jan Maddy 
 
Director — Joshua Dyer 
Executive Secretary — Patti Schiefer 
Naturalists — Lisa Bogard,  
     Abby Ditomassi, Warren Uxley 
Program Asst. — Joy Etter-Link 
Receptionists — Mandi Fruth, Patti Gervais 
Maintenance — Mike Fruth 
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Crawford Park District Abbreviated Calendar 
Park/Program Location Key:   

LVP (Lowe-Volk Park); UP (Unger Park); HNP (Heckert Nature Preserve);  
SW (Sears Woods); FW (Fox Winery); BBE (Bucyrus Bob Evans) 

Trails Newsletter 

Date Program/Event Time Park 

Mon. Dec. 2 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Thurs. Dec. 5 Homeschool:  Celestial Sights 9:30, 11am & 2pm LVP 

Fri. Dec. 6 Uncorked Nature:  Foxes 6:00pm FW 

Sat. Dec. 7 Planetarium 1pm & 2pm LVP 

Mon. Dec. 9 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Thurs. Dec. 12 Tree Cookie Craft 6:00pm LVP 

Sat. Dec. 14 Recycling 9am-Noon LVP 

Sun. Dec. 15 Pinecone Decorations 2:00pm LVP 

Sun. Dec. 15 Bird Walk 2:00pm SW 

Mon. Dec. 16 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Wed. Dec. 18 Wild Wednesday 10:00am LVP 

Fri. Dec. 20 Movie in the Park 5:30pm LVP 

Fri. Dec. 20 Uncorked:  Cones /Evergreens 6:00pm FW 

Mon. Dec. 23 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Sat. Dec. 28 Viewing the Night Sky 6:00pm LVP 

Mon. Dec. 30 Nature Story Time  10:30am LVP 

Thurs. Jan. 2 Homeschool: First Impressions 9:30, 11am & 2pm LVP 

Sun. Jan 5 Audubon Christmas Bird Count 7:00am BBE 

Mon. Jan. 6 Nature Story Time  10:30am  LVP 

Tues. Jan. 7 Book Club 5:30pm LVP 

Wed. Jan. 8 Wild Wednesday 10:00am LVP 

Fri. Jan. 10 Uncorked: What’s That Smell? 6:00pm FW 

Sat. Jan. 11 Recycling 9:00am-Noon LVP 

Mon. Jan. 13 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Tues. Jan. 14 Winter in the Woods 6:00pm LVP 

Thurs. Jan. 16 Women of the Wilderness 5:30pm LVP 

Sat. Jan. 18 Toddler Trot 10:00am LVP 

Sat. Jan. 18 Winter Tree ID 1:00pm HNP 

Mon. Jan. 20 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Mon. Jan. 20 Feeding Day 2:00pm LVP 

Tues. Jan. 21 Woodpeckers 7:00pm LVP 

Thurs. Jan. 23 Trail Cam Adventures 6:00pm LVP 

Sat. Jan. 25 Viewing the Night Sky 7:00pm LVP 

Mon. Jan. 27 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Tues. Jan. 28 Book Club 5:30pm LVP 

Mon. Feb. 3 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Mon. Feb. 3 Ruffling Feathers 6:00pm LVP 

Wed. Feb. 5 Wild Wednesday 10:00am LVP 

Thurs. Feb. 6 Homeschool: Everybody’s Home 9:30, 11am & 2pm LVP 

Thurs. Feb. 6 Heart of Stone Craft 6:00pm LVP 

Sat. Feb. 8 Recycling 9:00am-Noon LVP 

Sat. Feb. 8 Track Me Down 1:00pm UP 

Sat. Feb. 8 Tellin’ Tales: Ghosts & Other Stories 2:30pm LVP 

Mon. Feb. 10 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Mon. Feb. 17 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Thurs. Feb. 20 Puppet Pals: A Walk in the Woods 6:00pm LVP 

Fri. Feb. 21 Puppet Pals: A Walk in the Woods 11:00am LVP 

Sat. Feb. 22 Viewing the Night Sky 7:00pm LVP 

Sun. Feb. 23 Feeding Day 2:00pm LVP 

Mon. Feb. 24 Nature Story Time 10:30am LVP 

Tues. Feb. 25 Book Club 5:30pm LVP 

Sat. Feb. 29 Nature Hike 3:00pm HNP 

Sat. Feb. 29 Viewing the Night Sky 7:00pm LVP 


