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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

     The Trustees of the Friends of the Crawford Park District are pleased 
to announce the two recipients of the Dr. Laurie Anne Rhodebeck 
Memorial Scholarship: Alexander Lawson and Riley Moody.  
     Alex Lawson is a 2020 graduate and valedictorian of Colonel Crawford 
High School. He plans to major in Wildlife and Fisheries Resources at 
West Virginia University. During his time at Colonel Crawford, Alex ran 
track and cross country; however, his main involvement centered 
around the school’s FFA Chapter where he served as President during 
his senior year. He participated in many activities and contests: forestry, 
nature interpretation, wildlife management, livestock judging, public 
speaking, and soil judging. When not participating in school activities, 
Alex likes to fish and hunt for various game animals. In his personal 
statement and scholarship essay, Alex recognized the importance of 
someone else facilitating his nature experiences. “I was introduced to 
hunting and fishing when I was four by my father,” Alex states. 
Additionally, he says, “people can take others outside to help them fully 
experience the environment.” As Alex moves forward into his career, his 
goal is “to work in a natural resources related career so that I can help 
other people, especially youth, to have fun and educational outdoor 
experiences similar to what I was so fortunate to have.” 
     Riley Moody is a 2018 graduate of Bucyrus High School and will be 

entering her third 
year at Mt. Vernon 
Nazarene University 
this fall. As a Graphic Arts major, it was difficult to consider her as a 
potential candidate. However, reading further into her personal statement 
and essay, it became clear that Riley’s focus with her career is to use her 
passion for nature to show people our “absolutely amazing world”, and to 
“use my artistic abilities to give back to the environment in this county, 
knowing that it has given me so much inspiration.” When she is not 
working or in school, Riley recounts spending hours at Unger Park, 
painting pictures of the pond and prairie surrounding it. She also notes that 
in a throw-away society we have lost focus on where these resources come 
from: Earth. By shifting our focus away from tangible things, “we would 
realize that natural experiences make us happy.” Riley aspires to be “part of 
a movement that makes people once again appreciate our lovely world.” In 
her closing remarks, she states: “We live on a beautiful planet; it is time we 
protect it and stop taking from it.” 
     These two $1,000 scholarship opportunities were established to honor 
Dr. Laurie Anne Rhodebeck for her love of nature, lifelong passion of 
college education, and her generous bequest to the Friends of the CPD. 
Congratulations Riley and Alex!     



PROGRAMS 
Pre-registration is required for all programs this quarter. All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted.  

For more information or questions about programs, call 419-683-9000, or visit www.crawfordpd.org 

Aquatic Adventures  
     Sign up your family to explore 
Lowe-Volk Park’s bodies of water 
and the animals that call these 
places home! For the first part of 
the summer, we will be exploring 
the wetland; we’ll finish out the 
summer exploring the Sandusky 
River. Park staff will provide nets, 
containers, and ID lists to help 

you find and learn about macroinvertebrates, the frog 
and dragonfly life cycle, and you may even catch a 
turtle or snake! In the river, your family can learn how 
to use macroinvertebrates as a bio index to see if our 
waters are clean! Seines will be provided, and you may 
even catch a fish in the nets!  Please come prepared 
with proper footwear (boots or old closed-toe shoes, 
no flip flops, or Crocs) and clothing that can get wet or 
muddy. A change of clothes is suggested. Call 419-683-
9000 to reserve a 45-minute time slot. This event will 
occur rain or shine unless there is severe weather.  

Dates and Times:  
Wetland 
Thursday, June 11, 9am-3pm  
Monday, June 22, 2pm-7pm 
Wednesday, July 8, 9am-3pm 
Tuesday, July 21, 2pm-7pm  
River 
Monday, August 3, 9am-3pm 
Saturday, August 22, 9am-3pm  
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Storybook Trail 
     This summer our parks will have a Storybook Trail 
for you to read and enjoy with your family as you’re 
hiking the trails. A story will be featured at each park 
for one week; it will start at 10am on Monday and end 
on Sunday. Take a picture of the first and last page of 
the story, and send them to the Crawford Park District. 
You can submit it through Facebook Messenger or 
email it to aditomassi@crawfordpd.org. Once your 
pictures are submitted, we will send you a button to 
commemorate the completion of that story. Visit all 5 
Storybook Trails to receive a special prize! 

 

Dates and Location:  
June 15-June 21: On Meadowview Street by Henry Cole 
(Lowe-Volk Park) 
June 29-July 5: Multiply on the Fly by Suzanne Slade 
(Unger Park)  
July 20-July 26: The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer 
(Heckert Nature Preserve) 
August 10-16: A Log’s Life by Wendy Pfeffer  
(Sears Woods) 
August 24-30: Squirrels Leap, Squirrels Sleep  
by April Pulley Sayre (Daughmer Savannah) 

mailto:aditomassi@crawfordpd.org


PROGRAMS 

Fishing  
     Sign up your family to fish in our pond at Lowe-Volk Park. We will 
provide fishing poles with hooks and bobbers, but feel free to bring your 
own! While we will provide some bait, families are encouraged to bring 
their own. Bring a lawn chair to relax by the pond and possibly snag the 
big one! Call 419-683-9000 to 
reserve a 45-minute time slot. 
This event will occur rain or 
shine unless there is severe 
weather.  

Dates and Times:  
Saturday, June 20, 9am-3pm 

Friday, July 3, 2pm-7pm 
Thursday, July 16, 9am-3pm 

Wednesday, July 29, 2pm-7pm 
Tuesday, August 11, 9am-3pm 
Monday, August 24, 2pm-7pm  
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Archery  
     Sign up your family to test your skills at archery! 
Each session will begin with instructions on equip-
ment and safety followed by instruction on proper 
form and tips to hit the Bullseye! We will provide all 
necessary equipment. If you want to use your own 
bow, you must bring and use your own arrows with it. 
Please wear closed-toe shoes. Call 419-683-9000 to 
reserve a 45-minute time slot. This event will occur 
rain or shine unless there is severe weather.  

Dates, Times, & Location:  
Wednesday, June 17, 9am-3pm Unger  

Tuesday, June 30, 2pm-7pm LVP 
Monday, July 13, 9am-3pm LVP 

Saturday, August 1, 9am-3pm LVP 
Friday, August 14, 9am-3pm LVP 

Thursday, August 27, 2pm-7pm Unger 

Canoeing  
     Sign up your family to go canoeing at Neff Reservoir. Canoeing is a fun activity that will get you and your 
family outside. Being on the water can have a calming effect on your brain, and it can help lower stress. Plus, 
it’s just fun to paddle along looking for animals and sometimes splashing others too. Each family will start with 
a lesson on canoeing basics and safety before you take to the water. CPD staff will provide all equipment 
needed. You will need to wear shoes that can get wet. 
Call 419-683-9000 to reserve a 45-minute time slot.  

Dates and Times:  
Friday, June 12, 9am-3pm  

Thursday, June 25, 2pm-7pm 
Saturday, July 11, 9am-3pm 

Friday, July 24, 2pm-7pm  
Thursday, August 6, 9am-3pm 

Wednesday, August 19, 2pm-7pm  



PROGRAMS 

Animal Encounters (of the Education Kind)  
     Sign up your family to meet some of our education animals up-close and personal! Each session will include 
learning general information about each species, looking at biofacts, an activity, and an opportunity to have an up-
close encounter with live animals! This program will be held at Lowe-Volk Park. We will provide canopies for each 
family to sit under, but please bring your own blanket or chairs to sit on. Call 419-683-9000 to reserve your spot. 
This event will occur rain or shine unless there is severe weather.  
 
Dates, Times, & Topics: 10am or 2pm

 

Snakes Painted Turtles Treefrogs Salamanders Box Turtles 

Friday, June 12 

Thursday, July 2 

Saturday, August 29 

  

Saturday, June 13 

Friday, July 10 

Thursday, August 13 

Thursday, June 18 

Wednesday, July 15 

Wednesday, August 5 

  

Wednesday, June 24 

Saturday, July 25 

Friday, August 21 

  

Monday, June 29 

Tuesday, July 28 

Monday, August 31 
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Nature’s Friends and Family Feud  
Tuesday, June 23, 10am or 5:30pm 

 
     Are you and your family or team ready to 
behave like wild animals? Sign up to compete 
against 3 other families for bragging rights of 
who’s the “apex predator”. Each team will have a 
series of nature related challenges that they are 
racing to solve or complete before the other teams. 
Most challenges will require teamwork, but some 

will require you to pick someone to represent your team. The team that earns the most 
points will be crowned the champion. This program will be held at Lowe-Volk Park. Call 
419-683-9000 to reserve your spot. This event will occur rain or shine unless there is 
severe weather. (If there is a high interest in this program, another date will be added.) 

Park-Palooza 

     Do you know how many parks the Crawford Park District manages that have hiking 

trails? The answer is 5! Many people love coming to Lowe-Volk Park because of the 
Nature Center, while many of our other parks are hidden or forgotten gems. Sears Woods 

has a diverse spring wildflower population. Heckert Nature Preserve also has a great 
wildflower display and it houses large vernal pools. Unger Park offers several acres of 
restored prairie and a pond that you can fish in. Daughmer Savannah is unique because it 

is the largest and best preserved remnant of the unplowed, deep soil Bur Oak savannah. 
Each of these parks offer different habitats and hopefully something new for you to 

discover. With each place that you explore, you will receive a button for that specific park. When you collect all 5 
buttons, you will get a “Go Take a Hike” t-shirt! This can be completed throughout the summer. If you want to 

participate, contact Lisa at lbogard@crawfordpd.org or call 419-683-9000 for details. 

mailto:lbogard@crawfordpd.org
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Meeting Information  
     The Astronomy Club will meet the 4th Saturday 
of each month 30 minutes after sunset. Programs 
will be held regardless of sky conditions, so please 
dress for the weather. If the skies are rainy or 
cloudy, we will meet in the Nature Center. In order 
to follow the Governor's guidelines for group 
gatherings, please call 419-683-9000 to register for 
the program. 
  June 27 9pm 
  July 25 9pm 
  August 22 8:30pm 
 

Targets for Summer:   
 

Earth's Moon - Summer is a great time to view 
the mountains and craters that are found on the 
moon. These features are 230,085 miles away.   
m-104 - The Sombrero Galaxy is a lenticular 
galaxy that we can view its edge. It is 31 million 
light years away and found in Virgo.  
m-4 - A globular cluster only 5,500 light year 
away (which is the closest one to earth) is home  

           to more than 100,000 stars. Some of these stars 
are 13 billion years old! 
Milky Way -  The center of the Milky Way is a 
massive black hole that is 26,000 light years  

           away. A large portion of people can’t see part of  
           our galaxy due to light pollution.  Lucky for us,  
           we live in rural Ohio and are able to view it!  

Aquila Constellation 
     Many of the constellations in our night sky 
are named after gods, goddesses, animals, or 
objects from Greek or Roman mythology. They 
are used not only for navigation and telling 
time or seasons, but also to tell stories of those 
cultures.  The Aquila Constellation consists of 
10 stars that take shape as an eagle. This 
constellation rightfully gets its name because 
the Latin word for eagle is “Aquila.” In Greek 
mythology, it was an eagle that carried Zeus’ 
thunderbolts. Aquila is part of the Hercules 
family of constellations and is also part of the 
Summer Triangle asterism.  Look in the 
northern sky, near the celestial equator for an 
opportunity to view it this summer.  

  There are several apps that you can download 
onto your smartphone that can help you study 
and observe the night sky. They can be used to 
identify satellites, constellations, moons, show 
you photos, and tell you about upcoming 
events. Here are the a few that we recommend! 

Satellite AR 

NASA 

Heavens Above 

Moon Facts 

Sun Facts 

Sky View Lite 

Night Sky 

Star Walk 2 

    Comet Swan was discovered in April 2020 by Michael 
Mattiazzo, an amateur astronomer. This comet can be 
seen with the naked eye. If you do use a telescope, you 
should notice its green tail! It can be viewed low in the 
northeast horizon around 4:30 am throughout June.  

Photo Credit:  
Esposito Raffaele 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdlpng.com%2Fpng%2F6073099&psig=AOvVaw2fDTi-X6X2wBfJxN6Ythn9&ust=1580846776309000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiduKiXtucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdlpng.com%2Fpng%2F6073099&psig=AOvVaw2fDTi-X6X2wBfJxN6Ythn9&ust=1580846776309000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiduKiXtucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdlpng.com%2Fpng%2F6073099&psig=AOvVaw2fDTi-X6X2wBfJxN6Ythn9&ust=1580846776309000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiduKiXtucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdlpng.com%2Fpng%2F6073099&psig=AOvVaw2fDTi-X6X2wBfJxN6Ythn9&ust=1580846776309000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiduKiXtucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAm
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The Weirdly Wondrous Scorpionfly 

Text and Photos by Chelsea Gottfried 

     Scorpionflies are quite common in Ohio. 

You may even have some in your backyard 

and have simply been overlooking them. 

Despite its name, the scorpionfly has 

nothing to do with scorpions or flies—it is an 

insect in the family Mecoptera, which 

includes about six hundred species 

worldwide. As one can see, they have four 

wings, unlike true flies (Dipterans) which 

have only two. In fact, scorpionflies are 

more closely related to fleas than to flies, 

though they are not parasites like their flea 

cousins. They are mini vultures of the 

woods, scavenging on dead insects or other 

arthropods on the forest floor, sometimes 

feeding on plant material as well. Look for them hanging out in moist woodlands, especially on 

edges bordering fields or open areas, resting on leaves of plants and shrubs a few feet off the 

ground. At around an inch long, they are noticeable but may easily be mistaken as just another fly or 

moth. 

     Scorpionflies are in possession of some rather unusual appendages. The elongated beaklike 

structure protruding from its face is called a rostrum, at the end of which are its chewing mouthparts. 

Its most conspicuous appendage, however, is its scorpion-like “pseudo stinger”. While it looks 

intimidating, this appendage has no stinging capabilities and isn’t even used for hunting or defense. 

Instead, it is utilized to make more scorpionflies! If you are lucky enough to encounter a group of 

scorpionflies this summer, you’ll notice that not all of them have this “pseudo stinger”. It can only be 

found on males and is essentially their 

enlarged genitalia all curled up and 

tucked out of the way – though still 

appearing quite formidable to us. This is 

not even the most interesting aspect of 

scorpionfly reproduction though. While 

you may try to win someone over with 

flowers or chocolates, male scorpionflies 

entice females with offerings of dead 

insects. Or even lovelier, lacking one of 

these, the male essentially hocks a 

loogie for his potential mate. If she finds 

this salivary mass (to be more technical 

than loogie) acceptable, she will devour it 

while he mates with her. If the male is 

faring well in life, he will provide his lady 

scorpionfly with even more of these 

salivary masses in order to prolong their 



mating. These offerings of dead insects and salivary 

treats are known as “nuptial gifts” and have obvious 

nutritional benefits to the female. Interestingly, the 

salivary secretions are also believed to contain 

allohormones, or chemicals that can trigger and 

accelerate egg laying. 

     As if their reproductive lives aren’t fascinating 

enough, scorpionflies exhibit a few other intriguing 

behaviors. They have been observed stealing dead 

insects from spider webs, and some species wing-

flash, or move their wings up and down to display 

their highly contrasting wing band patterns. It is 

thought that this wing-flashing is used in 

communication with other scorpionflies as well as to 

warn their competition. Being scavengers as well, 

harvestmen (commonly called daddy longlegs) are their biggest rivals for food, and scorpionflies can 

aggressively contact them in a warning to defend a meal or territory.  

     Scorpionflies are just one group of many fascinating and obscure insects to be found in Ohio, but 

unfortunately, insects are struggling. A recent study found that terrestrial insects are declining in 

abundance at a rate of 9% per decade. This rate of loss is unsustainable as insects are the 

foundation of most food webs, converting plant material to energy for insectivores. Many songbirds, 

reptiles, amphibians, and even mammals depend on insects for energy and nutrition; and their 

numbers are declining as a result. For example, insectivorous bird populations have plummeted in 

the past few decades, as approximately six to nine thousand caterpillars are required to raise just 

one clutch of chickadees. While you might be feeling helpless when it comes to the fate of insects, 

there are simple things you can do to help them be more successful. Insects need food! Most 

insects are herbivores, and planting native trees, shrubs, and flowers, or simply allowing them to 

grow on parts of your property will go a long way in providing food for them. Also, decreasing or 

eliminating insecticide use will save many insect lives. Most insects are beneficial, not harmful, and 

pesticides like neonicotinoids can persist in the environment for years, causing harm or death to 

insects that were not even the intended targets. Please do whatever you can to help our wonderfully 

interesting insects flourish! 
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Recycling @ the Nature Center  
     There will be no recycling at the Lowe-Volk 
Nature Center for the foreseeable future. 
While this decision partly stems from Covid-
19 concerns, the other part is due to a long-
standing issue with recycling containers and 
trailers: some people use them irresponsibly. 
This is not an “oh, it happens from time to 
time”, but it is a recurring issue; not only with 
what the CPD provides, but on a county-wide 
scale. From trash and couches, to piles of 

recyclables (brought with good intentions) 
blowing around and becoming litter, the 
misuse is a frustrating issue. Ultimately, the 
County Commissioners will decide about 
placing trailers back in the community. 
     Until a decision is made, please continue 
your recycling efforts. The Crawford County 
Recycling Center is still taking PRE-SORTED 
recyclables at 5128 Lincoln Highway, Bucyrus. 
Contact their office for hours of operation and 
guidelines at 419-562-4169.   
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Infant Explorers  
By Abby Ditomassi 

 
     Going from Naturalist to new mom has been a difficult but rewarding 
journey in this new season of life. I find myself missing work at the 
Nature Center and especially interacting with school groups and 
various guests who are enthusiastic to engage with the natural world. 
However, it was easy to let work take a backseat for the first few 
months after having a newborn; it was a daily challenge to get into 
routines, and frankly, learning how to take care of a little human. Once I 
was able to get a handle on the caregiving aspect, I began to realize that 
I am still a Naturalist, and being “stuck” at home is not something that I 
have to accept as a new parent. It is easy to fall into the notion that 
keeping your baby inside is what is safest for them. However, many 
studies show that there are numerous benefits to taking your infant 
outdoors, which will have lasting impacts throughout their life. I would 
love to share those benefits with you in hopes that you will be 
encouraged to take your little one outside.   
     You don’t always have to travel to one of your local parks to engage 
with nature – you can simply step out into your very own backyard. 
When you first step outside with your infant, they will be taking in the 
wonders of this new environment with all their senses. Sometimes their 
reactions are almost like a lightbulb going on in their head. Your little 
one’s brain is rapidly forming synapses which are neural connections 
that send signals in the brain. These signals help the brain communicate 
and ultimately assists in learning and memory. These synapses are formed based on the richness of the child’s 
sensory environment, so try to introduce something new to your infant every day to assist in laying that 
foundation for learning.  
     One specific way to help your infant’s brain develop is through language. When you are outside on your nature 
exploration, try to describe everything your baby is seeing, smelling, feeling, hearing, or tasting. You can say things 
like, “do you hear the birds?”; or “can you smell the flower?”; and “can you feel the leaves?” This will help your baby 

develop language skills by associating the words you are saying 
with the objects they are experiencing. When it is time to start 
reading, this will help them because they will be able to 
associate the image of a flower in a book, while sounding out  
the word “flower” that is written in a book. And even later, when 
learning to write the word “flower”, it will be easier because 
they have already learned by sounding it out in their head. We 
can start to see how laying down these foundations of learning 
so early on can have impacts on learning throughout their life.  
     This next benefit happens to be my favorite: playing outside 
helps to ward off illness and disease. Microbes are all around us 
outside. These organisms are similar to bacteria and viruses, 
which we tend to think of as yucky germs. However, only about 
100 microbes can cause serious diseases. When we try to fight 
off the bad microbes with antibiotics and hand sanitizer, we are 
also killing thousands of the good microbes. There are 
thousands of microbes that live happily inside us or on us that 
are beneficial. The good microbes have been shown to boost our 
immune systems and are correlated with a decrease in 
conditions like obesity, asthma, and allergies, to name a few. So, 
what does that mean for your little one? LET THEM BE DIRTY! 
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Let them taste the things they are experiencing in the outdoors! Worried it’s covered in dirt? Outside is where 
those microbes love to live. (This could also alleviate any stress for new parents about having a sparkling clean 
house.)  
     All moms love when their babies sleep through the night. Several studies show that taking your baby outside 
can help them establish healthy sleep patterns. This is my baby Vinny’s favorite benefit because any time I take 
him outside for “nature time” he gets very sleepy. One study found that babies who slept well at night spent 
twice as much time in the sunlight than babies who didn’t sleep as well at night. An additional study showed 
that babies who napped outside, slept on average 34 minutes longer than babies who napped inside. So, when 
you are stuck working at home, try taking your work or a book outside while your baby gets some shut eye.   

     There’s a time for sleep and there’s a time for play. Even though 
your baby may not be on the road to walking yet, their brain is 
preparing them to walk as early as the first couple of months after 
birth. Research has shown that babies who observe other children 
playing had improved gross motor skill development. While this 
research does not conclude a baby will develop faster, it did find 
that babies who didn’t observe others playing, could have delayed 
gross motor skill development. Once it is safe for social gatherings, 
take your baby and sit on a bench where they can observe other 
kids running, jumping, and playing. A great place to do this is at 
Lowe-Volk Park’s Nature Playscape Area.  
     I hope this information encourages you to explore outside with 
your infant, either in your own backyard, or venture to one of 
Crawford Park District’s many parks. For more information, check 
out “Let Them Eat Dirt” by B. Brett Finlay, PhD and Marie-Claire 
Arrieta, PhD; or contact me at the Nature Center or via email at 
aditomassi@crawfordpd.org. Keep an eye out for “Infant Explorer” 
programs which will include specific themed activities for your 
little ones to enjoy.     

Message from the Director 
     Greetings. I hope this newsletter finds everyone doing well and staying healthy. As we continue awaiting orders, 

openings, and guidelines, Park staff will continue to provide programming this summer. Yes, it will be different, much 

like other aspects of our life. As many have found out already, we decided to cancel our Nature Camp for the summer. 

Yes, day camps were given the “OK” to proceed. However, with social distancing and large gathering orders in place, and 

the mandatory guidelines to host a camp, this will make it impossible to provide the same authentic nature experiences 

you and your children have come to expect from our Nature Camp. The Lowe-Volk Nature Center is also closed until 

further notice; the staff is preparing for a possible opening at some point this summer. As orders and guidelines are 

rolled out, we will do our best to get the doors open.   

     As for programming this summer, we are offering opportunities for families to get out and experience nature. A big 

change is the need for pre-registration. This is to mitigate the possibility of having large crowds. Staff will also be 

following any current safety guidelines. We are offering similar programs at various times and days of the week to 

hopefully accommodate family’s various schedules. If we find that some programs have a larger interest, we can also 

add extra dates; those  extra dates, if needed, will be posted on FaceBook and our website.  

     Lastly, all parks and trails are open from sunrise to sunset. With increased usage, please report any trail issues or 

(hopefully not) vandalism. Heavy traffic through wet sections of trails can create sloppy conditions. If you need to step 

off the trail to avoid wet areas, please return to the trail as soon as possible. Plan ahead and wear appropriate footwear 

and take some water. We hope you can attend some programs this summer. Until next time, stay well and go take a 

hike! See ya on the trails! Josh   



FRIENDS MEMBERSHIPS 

Kinglet (student/senior) 

Richard Carles 

Judy Diederich 

    In Memory of Chuck Diederich 

Charles & Mary Scott 

Robert Shroyer 

Elizabeth Teynor 

Dick & Betty Vance 

Hal Wagner 

Donald Walter 

 

Cardinal (individual) 

Lowell Adams 

Suzanne Daniel 

Bill & MaryAnn DeGray 

Rex Eichelberger 

Edward Fetter 

    In Memory of  

    Margaret & Maynard Fetter 

Peggy Fisher 

Darla Gatchell Turner 

Patti Gervais 

Linda Getz 

Julie Guss 

Elizabeth Gwirtz 

Cheryl Harner 

Ronald Hedges 

Donald Heydinger 

Tom & Jan Pfeifer 

Jim & Barb Pierce 

Pete & Joyce Roll 

Mark Schanzenbach 

Maureen Sharrock 

Martha Smith 

Enid Thomas 

Miriam Vensel 

Kemp Weekes 

Wayne Willacker 

    In Memory of  

   The Charles Willacker Family 

Juanita Young 

 

Flock (family) 

Ed & Rita Baldy 

Tom & Pat Bash 

Joseph & Sandrea Blum 

Nathan & Angela Bogard 

Bobby & Helen Carter 

Terry Clegg 

Richard & June Cope 

Denny & Cindy Davis 

John & Yvonne Depinet 

Joseph & Erin D’Ettorre 

F. Jay & Linda DeNise 

Scott & Karen Donahue 

Dan & Pat Everly 

Sandy & Ray Fankhauser 

Rob & Rebecca Farson 

Frank & Maggie Fischer 

Mike, Mandi & Logan Fruth 

Dale & Marline Garverick 

Marilyn & Philip Harris 

Roland & Bonnie Hildebrand 

Mike & Nancy Hocker 

Mary Kafer 

John & MaryJane Kelley 

John & Joyce Kennedy 

Jerry & Jan Kottyan 

    In Memory of  

    Dr. Michael Johnson 

Bill, Cindy & Katie Kuhn 

Lon & Katie Leapley 

Jerry & Linda Laipply 

Robert & Diana Malone 

Jim & Pat Miller 

Ann & Buck Monnett 

Denise & Ed Moyer 

Mark & Patricia Murray 

Jim & Tammy Patterson 

Robert & Nancy Pfahler 

Jean Reinhard Family 

    In Memory of Roger Ransom 

Brian Roberts 

    In Memory of Bob Roberts 

Theresa Sautter 

Steve & Denise Smith 

Bryan Summer 

Don & Dawn Tudor 

Brad & Amy VanVoorhis 

Carl & Margie Watt 

Dave & Becky Young 

 

Bur Oak Circle (supporting) 

Bart & Libbi Anatra 

Elmore & Doris Beale 

Mark & Annie Blum 

David & Jane Brause 

Gene & Vicki Crabaugh 

Scott Donnenwirth 

Myra Enright 

Firelands Credit Union 

Gary & Debbie Flick 

Steve & June Gebhardt 

Don & Judith Hatfield 

Carole Holt 

A. Elaine Hottenroth 

Leonard & Katie Kocher 

Martha Kozik 

Bob & Becky Napier 

Mike & Marcie Nye 

Bernice Pugh 

Bill & Roberta Siniff 

Mary Studer 

Randy & Janell Tidaback 

Sue & Lee Tooman 

 

Bald Eagle Club (sustaining) 

William Baker 

    In Memory of Diana Baker 

Lanny & Jane Brown 

    In Memory of  

    Patrick Michael Kisor 

Charles Christman 

Donna Daniel 

Liz & Gerry Dolan 

Ed Dolch  

    In Memory of Barb Dolch 

Mary Donaldson & Dick Cooper 

Al & Jan Fulton 

Mollie Geissler 

     In Memory of  

    John W. Brubaker, Jr. 

Tom & Pam Holtshouse 

Tyler & Caryl Huggins Family 

Thank you to the following who have donated to 
the Friends of the Crawford Park District:  

February 1, 2020 through May 15, 2020 
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Kleshinski, Morrison & Morris 

Billy & Jennifer Kuhn 

Joy Lauthers 

Bettie & Gene Luidhardt 

Jan Maddy 

Caroline McGrew 

Carol Palenshus 

    In Memory of  

    Dr. Donald Palenshus 

Steve & Nancy Pifher 

Bob Scott Placier 

Ron Rossington 

Roger & Janice Scott 

Janice Shuck 

    In Memory of Jack B. Shuck 

David E. Spraw 

    In Memory of Janet L. Spraw 

Jim & Valerie Spreng 

Dick & Jeanne Steiger 

    In Memory of  

    Steve & Ritchie Steiger 

Gene & Mendi Toy 

Walter Upchurch 

    

Tallgrass Prairie Club (sponsoring) 

Jason & Stephanie Parr 

Sycamore Club (promoting) 

Norm & Sharon Huber 

 

Natural Resources Partner 

(corporate) 

Gary Cole 

Frank Hedges 

 

Other Donations: 

Charles Clark 

Bonita Dyer 

Dale Fruth 

General Electric Foundation 

Cheryl Harner 

Walter R. Hessenauer Foundation 

Norm & Sharon Huber 

Kroger Customers 

Lions Club Zone 5 

Roger Scott 

VFW Charities #1078 

VFW Charities #2920 

 

 

Memorial Donations: 

Skip & Jess James 

   In Memory of Randy Schwertfager 

Margaret Kime 

   In Memory of William Foulk 

Linda Marsano 

   In Memory of Randy Schwertfager 

Shirley Grove-Munderloh 

   In Memory of Janet Swartz 

Mark & Patricia Murray 

   In Memory of Ralph Murray 

Betty Pressaro Anthony 

   In Memory of Janet Swartz 

Raymond & Wanda Trash 

   In Memory of Shelby Jean Gazia 

Barbara Zoller 

    In Memory of William Foulk 

 

In Memory of Susan Shields: 

Bill & Donna Fisher 

Jim & Debbie Mayes & Staff at  

    J&F Construction  

James & Janet Pry 

Greg & Verna Schifer 

Dr. Joseph & Susan Shadeed 

Steven Shields 

Haven & Marianne Wensinger 

Paul & Nancy Wolfe 

Recent Observations of the Purple Martin Colony 
By Warren Uxley 

 
 It was early May and I was at the Purple Martin colony in Unger 
Park.  As I stand under the colony structure I see the remains of at least two, 
maybe three, Purple Martins on the ground, this does not look good at all.  I 
open the pad lock and lower the structure down and make my initial 
inspection which reveals that the structure has been heavily damaged. 
 I am expecting that I will find a few birds that have died in the severe 
cold we have had this spring, that is what happened three years ago and this 
spring the weather has been even worse.  But the damage I see is new and I 
don’t think it was human vandals that are responsible.  The lock was secure 
and there was no sign of human activity at the base of the tower, a raccoon 
must have climbed the tower and have done the damage. 
 I open all the plastic houses and find three dead male Purple Martins, 
undoubtedly they succumbed to the cold.  The fact that they were males is 
not a surprise since the males are often the first migrants with females 
following ten days later.  I had to make repairs to some of the houses as well 
as set things straight with the structure.   
 There was one more observation I made this year and it was real 
scary.  The entire time that I was there (at least three and a half hours) I did 
not see even one Purple Martin and this was in sharp contrast to what I saw 
three years ago.  I am hoping that this is just a strange and weird 
phenomenon and that it’s going to be a great Purple Martin year.  There 
were plenty of Tree and Barn Swallows and some of them were showing interest in the Martin tower. 
 I am certainly not the first person to make these observations, I will have to do a little research and talk to a few 
people that have been monitoring Purple Martins for some time.  I will let you know what I discover and how the Unger 
Park colony did this year.  
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Crawford Park District Abbreviated Calendar 
Park/Program Location Key:   

LVP (Lowe-Volk Park); UP (Unger Park); HNP (Heckert Nature Preserve);  
SW (Sears Woods); DS (Daughmer Savannah); Neff (Neff Reservoir) 

Trails Newsletter 

Date Program/Event Time Park 

Thur. June 11 Aquatic Adventures: Wetland 9am-3pm LVP 

Fri. June 12 Canoeing 9am-3pm  Neff 

Fri. June 12 Animal Encounters:  Snakes 10am & 2pm LVP 

Sat. June 13 Animal Encounters:  Painted Turtles 10am & 2pm LVP 

June 15-21 Storybook Trail All day LVP 

Wed. June 17 Archery 9am-3pm UP 

Thurs. June 18 Animal Encounters:  Treefrogs 10am & 2pm LVP 

Sat. June 20 Fishing 9am-3pm LVP 

Mon. June 22 Aquatic Adventures:  Wetland 2pm-7pm LVP 

Tues. June 23 Nature’s Friends & Family Feud 10am & 5:30pm LVP 

Wed. June 24 Animal Encounters:  Salamanders 10am & 2pm LVP 

Thurs. June 25 Canoeing 2pm-7pm Neff 

Sat. June 27 Night Sky 9:00pm LVP 

Mon. June 29 Animal Encounters:  Box Turtles 10am & 2pm LVP 

June 29-July 5 Storybook Trail All day UP 

Tues. June 30 Archery 2pm-7pm LVP 

Tues. June 30 Book Club 6:00pm LVP 

Thurs. July 2 Animal Encounters:  Snakes 10am & 2pm LVP 

Fri. July 3 Fishing 2pm-7pm LVP 

Wed. July 8 Aquatic Adventures:  Wetland 9am-3pm LVP 

Fri. July 10 Animal Encounters:  Painted Turtles 10am & 2pm LVP 

Sat. July 11 Canoeing 9am-3pm Neff 

Mon. July 13 Archery 9am-3pm LVP 

Wed. July 15 Animal Encounters:  Treefrogs 10am & 2pm LVP 

Thurs. July 16 Fishing 9am-3pm LVP 

July 20-26 Storybook Trail All day HNP 

Tues. July 21 Aquatic Adventures: Wetland 2pm-7pm LVP 

Fri. July 24 Canoeing 2pm-7pm Neff 

Sat. July 25 Animal Encounters:  Salamanders 10am & 2pm LVP 

Sat. July 25 Night Sky 9:00pm LVP 

Tues. July 28 Animal Encounters:  Box Turtles 10am & 2pm LVP 

Tues. July 28 Book Club 6:00pm UP 

Wed. July 29 Fishing 2pm-7pm LVP 

Sat. Aug. 1 Archery 9am-3pm LVP 

Mon. Aug. 3 Aquatic Adventures:  River 9am-3pm LVP 

Wed. Aug. 5 Animal Encounters:  Treefrogs 10am & 2pm LVP 

Thurs. Aug. 6 Canoeing 9am-3pm Neff 

Aug 10-Aug 16 Storybook Trail All day SW 

Tues. Aug. 11 Fishing 9am-3pm LVP 

Thurs. Aug. 13 Animal Encounters:  Painted Turtles 10am & 2pm LVP 

Fri. Aug. 14 Archery 9am-3pm LVP 

Wed. Aug. 19 Canoeing 2pm-7pm Neff 

Fri. Aug. 21 Animal Encounters:  Salamanders 10am & 2pm LVP 

Sat. Aug. 22 Aquatic Adventures:  River 9am-3pm LVP 

Sat. Aug. 22 Night Sky 8:30pm LVP 

Aug. 24-30 Storybook Trail All day DS 

Mon. Aug 24 Fishing 2pm-7pm LVP 

Tues. Aug. 25 Book Club 6:00pm HNP 

Thurs. Aug. 27 Archery 2pm-7pm UP 

Sat. Aug. 29 Animal Encounters:  Snakes 10am & 2pm LVP 

Mon.  Aug. 31 Animal Encounters:  Box Turtles 10am & 2pm LVP 


