Newsletter of the
Crawford Park District
Spring 2019

New Commissioner Selected
The Crawford Park District is pleased to announce that Kyle Hartman has been chosen to serve as Park
Commissioner. Kyle was sworn in on December 7, 2018 by the Honorable Judge Steven Eckstein. This appointment
fills the vacancy of long-time Commissioner, Richard Carpenter, and fits with Kyle’s long-held belief in community
service.
Kyle Hartman graduated from Bucyrus High School in 1972 (coincidentally, one of Bill Fisher’s first students).
Upon graduating from the University of Dayton, Kyle joined the US Army and served in the United States and
Europe, mainly Belgium and Germany. Before returning to civilian life, he earned his Master’s Degree in Public
Administration.
Returning to Bucyrus in 1996 with his wife and daughters, Kyle continued his public service, working for a time
as a dispatcher with the Bucyrus Police Department. He then worked as the program coordinator for the CHIP
program in Ashland and Crawford Counties. This program helped improve the overall quality of life in our
community by helping low and middle-income home owners better the condition of their homes. In 2000, Kyle
became the Director of the Crawford Regional Planning Commission. While serving this short stint with the RPC, he
had the opportunity to get to know and work with a wide range of great individuals and groups, working to make
things better in Crawford County. In 2001, he became the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Director in the
County Auditor's Office. Again, this was another “great opportunity to work with county and local government
employees, as well as various organizations and individuals throughout the county, all of which work diligently to
make a difference for today's citizens and for the people
who will live and work in our County and surrounding
areas in the years to come”.
Shortly after Kyle and his family’s return to Crawford
County, he read in the newspaper about a meeting for
the Crawford Park District to be held in New
Washington. Kyle recalls this first meeting: “I went to
the meeting and liked what I was hearing about the
District and what it wanted to do for the citizens of
Crawford County, in terms of preserving, protecting,
and interpreting the natural resources of our
community. Park Commissioner Richard Carpenter
looked across the table at me and asked if I'd like to be a
member of the Park District's Advisory Board, and I said
‘yes’.” The rest, as they say, is history.
Kyle and his family have been actively involved with
the CPD since. Whether it is planting trees at Unger
Park, helping to park cars at large CPD events, aiding in
the construction of the Lowe-Volk Nature Center, or
(continued at top of page 2)

simply attending a Saturday afternoon hike
about birds, plants, singing insects, or any
nature topic by “our enthusiastic, extremelyknowledgeable
naturalists”,
Kyle
has
committed his “yes” to action, and most times
with his wife Anne. Even their daughter
Katherine contributed, creating videos that encouraged the passage the CPD’s levy. In his support of the Park
District, Kyle feels it’s “a great example of an organization where people do not look at things from their own
localized viewpoint, but rather, work together for the good of the County as a whole”.
Since his return from military service, Kyle Hartman embodies community service and strives to make
Crawford County a better place to live, all the while acknowledging the many people and organizations that
work towards that same goal. The CPD is extremely proud to have him serve in one of its leadership roles. And
in Kyle Hartman-fashion, he says “I look forward to continuing to serve my fellow citizens in my new role as a
Crawford Park District Commissioner”. We offer many thanks to your continued support of the CPD’s mission.

PARK NEWS

Hellbender Update

Crypto, the Eastern Hellbender, is doing great! In
the 1.5 years since we have had it (we aren’t sure of
the gender yet), Crypto has grown from
12g/14.5cm to 158g/30cm! Many visitors to the
Nature Center have been able to see Crypto hiding
under its rock or swimming around; and many
program participants have been able to touch the
wrinkly, slimy skin. It was also discovered that
Crypto came from a batch of eggs Josh helped locate
back in 2015. So, its presence at Lowe-Volk Nature
Center is serendipitous!
True to its mission (education and research),
Crypto will be part of a study to aid in future
Hellbender research. Since large rocks necessary
for Hellbenders to thrive are lacking in their natural
habitats, work has also been done to provide
Hellbenders “rocks”, or Hellbender Huts, as they are
called. Made out of concrete, the huts provide
artificial nesting sites where males can guard and
rear the eggs. Access to the inside of the hut is
gained with the removal of a lid. The hope is to
place cameras in these huts to monitor the activity
of the males while they are guarding eggs. However,
actually seeing what is going on is problematic. The
goal of Crypto’s involvement is to find out what
light works best to illuminate the interior of the hut,
while not distressing the animals to the point that
they abandon their artificial home

2018 Audubon Christmas Bird Count
The 2018 Bird Count took place on January 5, 2019 and
involved 10 participants, who counted a total of 3749 birds.
A couple of the avian highlights for the day include 1
Northern Mockingbird and 2 American Robins. Why?
Northern Mockingbirds are expanding their range and
American Robins do not, unfortunately, foretell of spring’s
arrival. Sorry. Thank you to all the bird counters, and
Warren Uxley for compiling the data.
Species

#’s

Species

#’s

Canada Goose

57

Cedar Waxwing

15

Snow Goose

7

Horned Lark

13

Mallard

9

Black-capped Chickadee

14

Harrier

1

Chickadee species

6

Cooper's Hawk

4

Tufted Titmouse

18

Red-tailed Hawk

25

White-breasted Nuthatch

13

Bald Eagle

2

Red-breasted Nuthatch

1

Turkey Vulture

1

Brown-headed Cowbird

15

Kestrel

8

American Robin

2

Rock Dove

65

Northern Mockingbird

1

Mournig Dove

39

Bluebird

17

Wild Turkey

4

Starling

1562

Ring-billed Gull

1522 Northern Cardinal

17

Herring Gull

20

Tree Sparrow

22

Ring-necked Pheasant

5

Song Sparrow

12

Red-headed Woodpecker

9

White-crowned Sparrow

1

Red-bellied Woodpecker

20

Dark-eyed Junco

21

Downy Woodpecker

28

Purple Finch

6

Hairy Woodpecker

2

House Finch

17

Northern Flicker

6

Goldfinch

18

Pileated Woodpecker

2

House Sparrow

90

Blue Jay

32

Totals
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3749

PROGRAMS

All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted. For more information or
questions about programs, call 419-683-9000, or visit www.crawfordparkdistrict.org

March
Wild Wednesday
Wed, March 6 10am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Come to the Nature Center and enjoy an hour of
nature exploration! Program topics will vary and
may include a story, short hike, craft, or a visit from
an animal. For pre-schoolers and their parents.
Come dressed for the weather.
Homeschool in Nature: Owls
Thurs, March 7 10am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
This month we will explore Strigiformes! We will fly
right into fun facts, what’s on their menu, hands on
biofacts, and even have a special guest. Classes are
limited to 20 students per session. Please call the
Park District to reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old
by March 6.
Conservation Heroes: Eastern Hellbender
Saturday, March 9 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Join Naturalist Abby
to learn why Eastern
Hellbenders
are
endangered, as well
as what we can do to
help them make a
comeback in the wild.
This program will be
the first of a threepart series where each kid will receive a cape. Come
to each of the three Conservation Heroes programs
to collect all three buttons. You will also get a chance
to meet the Eastern Hellbender outside of its tank!
Just Hike It
Saturday, March 16 10am
Lowe-Volk Park
Let’s get out hiking this spring and
kick out the winter blahs! Join Lisa
on a monthly trek through the
park and also do some photo
journaling to document the
seasonal changes.

Volunteer Work Day
Sat, March 16 1-3pm Meet @ Lowe-Volk Park
From old farm dumps to invasive plant removal, the
CPD’s newly acquired land needs some TLC. Bring
work gloves and a willing spirit. All other equipment
will be provided. Meet at the Nature Center to help
make this property one of Crawford County’s natural
history gems.
Green Machines
Monday, March 18 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
Green drives the natural world,
and is also the color for St.
Patrick’s Day. Come and learn
about the importance of green,
from tiny four-leaved clovers to
mighty trees. Joy Etter-Link will
lead this green discovery into the
importance of plants on out
landscape. Fun the whole family!
Biomimicry
Thursday, March 21 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
“Bio” means life and “mimicry” means to imitate.
Come out for a program to learn about many
inventions that have been inspired by different
things in nature! For example, did you know the
structures of hives and mounds have assisted
architects and engineers? What other inventions are
borrowed ideas?
Vernal Pool Exploration
Saturday, March 23 10am Carpenter’s Bottom
Vernal Pools are a diverse habitat to explore. Join
Josh for an investigation
of the vernal pools at
Carpenter’s
Bottom
looking for bugs, frogs,
and SALAMANDERS, of
course!
All
ages
welcome. Wear rubber
boots.
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PROGRAMS
March/April
Book Club Meeting
Tuesday, March 26 6:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Do you love nature and also
love to read? With the
abundance of books available
for nature lovers, sometimes
it’s hard to choose the next
great book to read. Join the
Crawford Park District’s new
Book Club, and we will figure it out together! Preregistration is recommended as the club will be
limited to 15 members. During this first meeting we
will discuss the best time to schedule our meetings
and to choose our first book. So come armed with
your favorite book about nature or a nature centered
book you want to read and be ready to make your
case to the club!

Homeschool in Nature: Wildflowers
Thursday, April 4 10am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Spring wildflowers will be popping up throughout
the park. Rain or shine, we’re going to take a hike to
see how many spring flowers we can find. Classes
are limited to 20 students per session. Please call the
Park District to reserve a spot for your 5-12 year old
by April 3.

Volunteer Work Day
Thursday, March 28 10am-12pm
Meet @ Lowe-Volk Park
From old farm dumps to invasive plant removal, the
CPD’s newly acquired land needs some TLC. Bring
work gloves and a willing spirit. All other equipment
will be provided. Meet at the Nature Center to help
make this property one of Crawford County’s natural
history gems.

Volunteer Work Day
Saturday, April 13 9-11am
Meet @ Lowe-Volk Park
From old farm dumps to invasive
plant removal, the CPD’s newly acquired land needs
some TLC. Bring work gloves and a willing spirit. All
other equipment will be provided. Meet at the
Nature Center to help make this property one of
Crawford County’s natural history gems.

Ohio Bird Banders Association Meeting
Saturday, March 30 8am-4pm Lowe-Volk Park
Bird banding in the morning. Presentations in the
afternoon. See page 11 for the complete schedule.

Artifact Hunt
Saturday, April 13 10am
Meet @ Lowe-Volk Park
Join members of the
Johnny Appleseed Chapter
19 of the Archaeological
Society of Ohio to walk
nearby farm fields looking
for remnants of prehistoric
cultures who inhabited
Crawford County. Be the first human to touch an
artifact since it was used thousands of years ago!
Don’t miss this popular annual event. Bring the
whole family, dress for the weather, and don’t forget
your boots if the ground is wet. Also, walking sticks
and small digging tools can be helpful.

Eagle Watch
Sunday, March 31 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
What a comeback! Once driven to the
brink of extinction, Bald Eagles are the
epitome of wildlife recovery. Join Josh
for this informative program that will
examine the history of our National
Symbol and its current status in Ohio.
After the presentation, we will caravan
to some of the active nests in Crawford County. Fun
for the whole family.

Wildflower Walk
Sunday, April 7 3pm Sears Woods
Early Spring brings with it an explosive growth
within our woodlands. Spring blooming wildflowers
must complete their life cycle before the trees leaf
out and cut off the light necessary for
photosynthesis. Meet Warren Uxley at the Sears
Woods parking lot.
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PROGRAMS
April
Conservation Heroes: Woodland Box Turtle
Saturday, April 13 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Join Naturalist Abby to learn
why the Woodland Box Turtle
is a Species of Concern, as well
as what we can do to help
them make a comeback in the
wild. This program will be the
second of a three-part series
where each kid will receive a cape and then try to
collect all three buttons to place on the cape. You will
also get a chance to meet a Woodland Box Turtle!
Hi-Tech Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 14 1-3pm Lowe-Volk Park
Kids! Bring your smartphone,
GPS unit, or borrow a GPS unit
from us to use for a Hi-tech egg
hunt. Follow the coordinates
throughout the Park to
discover a hidden egg. Inside
each egg is a nature based
question that needs to be
answered. Kids finding eggs
and answering the questions
will receive a small prize when
complete. Come join the fun!
Defenders of the Earth
Monday, April 15 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
There is only one Earth and we need to take care of
it. Whether through recycling or providing pollinator
habitats, everyone can do something. Joy Etter-Link
will get you started on your path as a Defender of the
Earth through this fun, hands-on program. Fun for
the whole family.
Wild Wednesday
Wed, April 17 10am & 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Come to the Nature Center and enjoy an hour of
nature exploration! Program topics will vary and
may include a story, short hike, craft, or a visit from
an animal. For pre-schoolers and their parents.
Come dressed for the weather.

Spring Hike
Friday, April 19 2pm Unger Park
Nature is springing back to renewed life! From
wetlands and prairies, to forests and rivers, Unger
Park offers many intriguing habitats to explore. Join
Josh to observe this
exciting transformation
as plants and animals
change
with
the
seasons. Rain or shine,
we’ll enjoy the goodness
of spring. Participants
are encouraged to dress
for the weather.
Just Hike It
Sat, April 20 10am Heckert Nature Preserve
Let’s get out hiking this spring and kick out the
winter blahs! Join Lisa on a monthly trek through the
park and also to do some photo journaling to
document the seasonal changes.
Wrens
Wednesday, April 24 7pm Lowe-Volk Park
Six different Wren species have been recorded in
Ohio – two of those
species are in trouble
and a third has
disappeared
altogether.
Meet
Warren Uxley at LoweVolk Park and learn
the good, the bad, and
the interesting facts
about Wrens.
Did you know: A male House Wren will add twigs
to several nesting cavities? The female will then
choose a single nest from those. She then completes
building the nest with uniformly small twigs. If she
has trouble fitting a twig into the cavity, she will try
different directions or approaches until it fits. If you
have multiple nest boxes, you may have noticed this
phenomenon. Females must be hard to please.
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PROGRAMS
April/May
Bees in Your Ohio Backyard
Thursday, April 25 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
Many gardeners know
a honey bee when they
see one, but how about
the other 400+ species
of bees that call Ohio
home? Guest speaker
Denise
Ellsworth’s
program will focus on
some of the most
common bees, including their fascinating biology and
life histories. Why do bumble bees vibrate their wing
muscles to the tone of a middle C? How uncommon
are queens in the bee world? Why do leafcutting
bees cut discs from leaves and petals? And how
important are these native bees to pollination and
biodiversity? Join Denise for this fun, informationfilled program, which will include bee specimens.
Denise Ellsworth is the Program Director for Honey
Bee and Native Pollinator Education with Ohio State
University, Wooster. Native plants, provided by
Natives in Harmony, will also be available for
purchase for your own backyard bee sanctuary.
Earth Day Fair
Saturday, April 27 11am-2pm Lowe-Volk Park
The Crawford Park District is partnering with many
local organizations to host our annual Earth Day Fair.
The focus of this event is not only to get people
thinking about the 3 R’s — Reduce, Reuse, Recycle —
but also about sustainability, creating backyard
habitat, and much more! There will be many “green”
table displays and activities. The following displays
and activities planned include: Recycle Trailer and
display from Crawford County Solid Waste District,
interactive “living stream” display from ODNR Scenic
Rivers Program, Recycled Projects from Lisa Smith’s
4th Grade class (Colonel Crawford), Composting
Demo from the Soil and Water Cons. Dist., Native
Plant Sale, Recycled Nature Craft, Natural Pesticides
display, “mud play”, and displays from local
businesses that demonstrate the focal points of this
event. Come and celebrate Earth Day with us!

Toddler Trot: Wetland Wonders
Wednesday, May 1 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Wetlands
are
a
wonderful
way
to
introduce toddlers to
the vastness of nature.
Dragonflies,
cattails,
turtles, and, of course,
tadpoles
are
the
essence of wetland
discoveries. Join Josh
and McKinley for this fun foray to Lowe-Volk’s
wetland. For kids not quite in school and younger.
Spring Bird Migration
Saturday, May 4 9am Sears Woods
More migratory birds pass through Ohio in early May
than at any other time of the
year.
This
massive
movement of Warblers,
Tanagers, Flycatchers, Vireos
and Thrushes (to name just a
few) is truly spectacular.
Meet Warren Uxley at Sears
Woods parking lot.
Love Your Mother
Monday, May 6 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
Mother Nature provides us with so much joy! She
can also help us with that perfect Mother’s Day gift.
Joy Etter-Link will help you discover your love for
Mother Nature while exploring Lowe-Volk Park. Fun
for the whole family.
Painting at the Park
Wednesday, May 8 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
It’s time again to dip our brushes into some paint
and create a spring wildflower on canvas. Candy
Yocum will lead us step-by step on how to paint our
next masterpiece. The class is limited to 25
participants ages 5 and up. Please call the Park
District to reserve a spot by May 7. A $5 donation is
recommended to cover the costs of supplies and can
be paid that night.
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PROGRAMS
May
Bird Banding
Saturday, May 11 7am-1pm Lowe-Volk Park
In conjunction with the
Pancake Breakfast, we’ll be
banding birds on the front
porch of the Nature Center.
Join Bob Placier, Josh, Lisa,
and Abby for a morning of
science!
They’ll
be
monitoring mist nets to see
which birds inhabit or pass
through Lowe-Volk Park.
Banding is used to track
trends in bird populations, among other research
applications. All ages welcome, and grab some
pancakes in support of your Park District!
Pancakes in the Park
Saturday, May 11 8am-1pm Lowe-Volk Park
Come and support your Parks while satisfying your
appetite. For a $5.00 donation, you can get pancakes
topped with REAL maple syrup, a side of delicious
ham, and a great morning enjoying and supporting
your Park District!
Coyotes: Fact or Fiction
Tuesday, May 14 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
Coyotes are an interesting
study in adaptations and
can be a polarizing animal
to discuss. Jon Cepek,
Wildlife Ecologist for
Cleveland
Metroparks,
will present research
from their trail camera
monitoring program that focuses on coexisting with
Coyotes and how to identify abnormal behavior. Jon
will also give insights into Coyote life history, how
humans changed Ohio to influence these urban
predators, emotion vs. science-based decision
making, and much more. Are there really coywolves/
dogs? Jon will answer this question and many more,
helping you understand the facts and not the fiction
about the highly adaptable Coyote.

Trees!
Thursday, May 16 5:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
It’s National Love a Tree Day! Join
Lisa for an evening program learning
about some of the unique trees that
we have close to home and some
from around the world. Did you
know the Angel Oaks in the south are
over 400 years and the Eucalyptus
deglupta is also known as a Rainbow
Gum tree. Let’s go hug a tree!
Conservation Heroes: Bumblebees
Saturday, May 18 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Join Naturalist Abby to learn why important
pollinators like bumblebees are in decline, as well as
what we can do to help these animals make a
comeback in the wild. This program will be the third
of a three-part series where each kid will receive a
cape and then try to collect all three buttons to place
on the cape. We will also play a game, and then go
look for bumblebees doing what they do best:
pollenating!
Just Hike It
Saturday, May 25 10am Unger Park
Let’s get out hiking this spring and kick out the
winter blahs! Join Lisa on a monthly trek through the
park and also to do some photo journaling to
document the seasonal changes.
Springtime at Daughmer Savannah
Sunday, May 26 3pm Daughmer Savannah
Most of the prairie plants at Daughmer will flower in
mid to late summer, but several plants listed as
threatened species will flower in late spring. Meet
Warren Uxley and learn about Daughmer’s rarest
plants.
Living History Days
May 31 – June 2 Lowe-Volk Park
Join the CPD and Colonel Crawford’s Company to
step back into the 18th Century. See page 10 for a
complete schedule of events.
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Trail Cam Tales
Most people put out trail cameras in hopes to see big mammals like coyotes, foxes, skunks, and opossums.
However, if you throw some seed and suet on the bait, you can also attract birds! See if you can find all 8 birds in
the big picture below, and enjoy some of our favorite bird pictures captured on our trail cam.

Barred Owl

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Blue Jays
(Mate feeding)

Are you between ages 12-18?
Do you like the outdoors?
Are you thinking about a career in nature?
Consider joining the Junior Naturalist Club!
Meetings will take place on the 2nd Saturday of each month
from 5-7pm @ Lowe-Volk Park Nature Center.

The meeting topics will depend on the interests of the participants, but may include...
conducting educational programming, conservation, animal experience, natural history,
guest speakers, and field trips.

To apply, please see Naturalist Abby at the front desk of the Lowe-Volk Nature Center,
email aditomassi@crawfordparkdistrict.org, or call 419-683-9000.

Living History Days
May 31 — June 2
@ Lowe-Volk Park

A fun, historical event in its 17th year. Great for the
family with many hands-on demonstrations. Concessions
will be available. Bus Tour is first come, first served,

Friday, May 31

Sunday, June 2

8pm — Native American War Council

10am — Open
10am — Russell Morris: Shequonor, Shawnee singer/
Storyteller
11am — Capture of Col. Crawford
1pm — Vane Scott: The Many Faces of Old Glory
2pm — Children’s Plant Walk
3pm — Capture of Col. Crawford
4pm — Close

Saturday, June 1
9am — Opening Ceremony
10am — Russell Morris: Shequonor, Shawnee singer/
Storyteller
11am — Capture of Col. Crawford
11:45am — Bus Tour starts immediately afterward
1pm — Vane Scott: The Many Faces of Old Glory
2pm — Children’s Plant Walk
3pm — Capture of Col. Crawford
4pm — Close
8-10pm — Lantern Tours

Civil War Encampment
June 29-30 @ Unger Park

Enjoy a fun filled event for all ages as you take a
step back in time. Stroll through army
encampments of the North and South and watch
a battle reenactment. There will also be period
demonstrations, interactive activities, and kids
can be “recruited” into a soldier’s life. Stay tuned
as complete event details and presentations are
being finalized.

Puppet Stage at the
Nature Center:
A new interactive has been added to the
Lowe-Volk Nature Center. Patti Gervais’s talents shine through with a new puppet show
stage for kids and adults to enjoy. Play is integral to a child’s development and the CPD
embraces it. While we encourage play outside, the puppet show stage allows kids to
explore animals and how they might interKid visitors putting on a show for their act. Come to the Nature Center and put on
your own show with your little ones.
grandparents
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Ohio Bird Banding Association Spring Meeting
Saturday, March 30 8:00am — 4:00pm

The Crawford Park District is pleased to host the spring meeting of the Ohio Bird Banding Association.
This meeting is open to the public.

8:00—10:30

Bird Banding at Lowe-Volk Park. Banding by Bob Placier, where we will examine early
migrants and review bird molt. Continental breakfast and numerous nature and bird
banding displays. Share banding experiences and use of the Pyle Guide - 1 & 2.
Winter Banding Displays will be available for your review.
10:30—11:00 Take down banding nets and get ready for the business meeting.
11:00—12:00 OBBA Business meeting
12:00—12:45 Lunch and exchange ideas
1:00—1:40
Josh Dyer — Director — Avian History of Crawford County and the Surrounding Area.
1:45—2:20
Madeline Sudnick—Ohio University Student—The Effect of Blow Flies
On Cavity Nesting Birds.
2:30—2:45
Short break
2:45—3:20
Dr. David Russell— Miami University—Using a 3D Printer to build and teach molts in
Ornithology. Molt Limits and the WRP molt aging technique will be addressed.
3:25—3:45
Roundtable discussion of issues related to bird banding. [limit to 2 minutes each]
3:45—4:00
Clean up and have a safe trip home.

Crawford Soil and Water Conservation District

For more SWCD news and information, call their office at 419-562-8280. Be sure to check out Soil and Water’s
website and Facebook page for more programs that landowners can utilize. www.crawfordswcd.org
SWCD Tree Sale: The deadline for ordering is March 29. Seedlings will be available on April 10 from 3-6pm
and on April 11 from 7:30am-6:00pm. Evergreens and Hardwoods come 10 in a packet. There are also
assorted tree packets and raspberry and asparagus packets available.
SWCD Fish Sale: The deadline for ordering is Thursday, April 25. Pick-up is April 26, 2:00-3:00pm. You
will need to bring suitable containers with heavy duty plastic liners 1/2 full WITH YOUR OWN POND
WATER to transport your fish. Available species include: Bluegill, Largemouth Bass, Yellow Perch, Hybrid
Bluegill, Redear Sunfish, Channel Catfish, Black Crappie, White Amur, Koi, and Fathead Minnows.
Manure Side Dress Tool Bar: The Crawford SWCD and OSU Extension are providing local livestock
producers the opportunity to use a prototype liquid manure application tool bar. This tool bar can be used to
apply manure as an in-row, pre-plant application or as a side dress application in early growth corn. The tool
bar is available for use free of charge for a 1 or 2 day trial period. This opportunity is limited so call now if you
are interested.
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Meeting Dates & Times

(4th & 5th
Saturdays of each month; note start time changes;
programs held regardless of sky conditions so
please dress for the weather. If the skies are
cloudy we will meet in the Nature Center.)
March 23
March 30
April 27
May 25

All about the Lunar Eclipse!
January 21, 2019 brought us a “Super Blood Wolf
Moon” Lunar Eclipse, but what does all of that
mean? A lunar eclipse is when the moon, earth,
and sun all line up and the earth’s shadow is cast
onto the full moon. “Super” indicates that the
moon is closest to the earth, so it gives the illusion
that it is larger. “Blood” refers to the red hue that
appears on the moon due to the sun. And “Wolf
Moon” is the traditional name for the full moon in
January.

8pm
8pm
9pm
9:30pm

Targets for Spring:
*Mercury will be a quick study. Never getting very far
from the sun, it is a hard target.
*Mars sets at 11pm.
*m-81 and m-82 are two galaxies that can be viewed
at the same time in the telescope’s eyepiece!
*m-65 and m-66 are spiral galaxies and are also 2/3
of the Leo Triplet .
If you have never observed a galaxy through a
telescope, join us this spring for Viewing the Night
Sky. It is wonderful!

The next total lunar eclipse that
will be visible in
the United States
will not be until
May 15/16, 2022!
The Astronomy Club has been asked, “how do
you know the sky will be clear?” They use the
Clear Sky Chart found at wro.org. The more
dark blue shown, the better the viewing.
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The Skunk Cabbage
By Warren Uxley
It is very early spring at the Heckert Nature Preserve as I park my vehicle
and walk into the park. It’s a time of rapid change: the early woodland
flowers are getting ready to bloom and the migrating birds are moving
through the woods in significant numbers.
The weather has been somewhat cooler than normal and this has had a real
effect on the growth of the springtime flowers. The early spring wildflowers
need to get going fast because the trees will be putting on leaves very soon
and therefore they will be cutting off the light which the wildflowers need to
bring their life history events to a satisfactory close.
As I go through the woods I notice the emergence of the plants which have
started the process that will lead to the production of seed; they are all getting
ready to flower. I reach the vernal pool and leave the trail and go down and
look for the skunk cabbage.
Vernal pools are temporary wetlands that reach their maximum size in the
Skunk Cabbage in bloom at the Galion
early spring and are the drivers of the spring frog and salamander production; Wetland. (Photo credit: Joshua Dyer)
but they are also a great place to see the wetland plants doing their thing.
There is plenty of ice on the pool the result of the cooler temperatures in recent days, but I still see the skunk
cabbages, they have emerged and burned a hole in the ice allowing their spathe to emerge. So how is it possible for
the spathe – a portion of the plant that contains the flower – to have emerged during this cold weather? The spathe is
4 – 6 inches tall and mottled in a purple color but it also has the ability to raise the temperature inside 30 to 60 degrees
Fahrenheit above the outside ambient temperature. It is the perfect home for any insect that needs a place to hang out
and stay alive while it pollinates the flowers.
The “Thermogenic” effect is believed to be an aid in pollination and clearly it is such with the skunk cabbage. The
insects search for the spathe and it is a good place for them to stay.
Skunk cabbage gets its name from the foul smell that the plant produces once it has flowered; yes, it does indeed
smell like a skunk. The flies, stoneflies and bees that are the pollinators of the skunk cabbage seek out the stench and
follow their nose to the spathe.
The smell is also produced by the leaves which are not in evidence at this moment, they will come in the weeks
ahead. The foul odor acts to repel large herbivores and the leaves are left alone.
There is little for the human to eat. The dried leaves can be used to flavor stews and soups but to be honest I would
have doubts about this effect and would be reluctant to eat anything that had this added to any food. Yeah, the result
would not be good.
Thermogenesis within
Skunk Cabbage.
Left: Skunk Cabbage
viewed through infrared
lens. Note heat emitting
from spadix. Center:
Same flower as left
photo. Note spadix (the
part of the flower with
the all-important pollen)
is just coming into
bloom. Right: A patch of
Skunk Cabbage. There
are
four
individual
flowers
noticeable.
(Photo credits: Chelsea
Gottfried)
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Thank you to the following who have donated to
the Friends of the Crawford Park District:
November 26, 2018 through February 18, 2019

FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP’S
Kinglet (student/senior)
Rick Carles
Bill & Mary Ann De Gray
Dan & Pat Everly
Rebecca Farson
Lowell & Dodi Garverick
Donna Hamilton
Shirley Hehr
Paula Ross
Martha Schroeder
In Memory of Dan Schroeder
Randy & Sarah Shifley
Dick & Betty Vance
Donald Walter
Delores J. Wise
Cardinal (individual)
Donald & Jean Beck
Arvel & Joy Bradford
Aurelia Brombacher
Daryl & Susan Coffman
In Honor of Bill Fisher
Joe & Nancy Cozad
Joan Dilley
Anna Evans
In Memory of Amy J Evans
Buckley
Rob Farson
Kim Felkey
Martha Flohr
Julie Guss
Betty Gwirtz
In Memory of Tony Gwirtz
Jean Hayes
Donald Heydinger
Carol Palenshus
Jim & Barb Pierce
Arthur & Patricia Rank
Pete & Joyce Roll
Mary Russell
Mark Schanzenbach
Michael Schimpf
Susan Shields
In Memory of Gene Shields
Kathleen Slayton
Miriam C. Vensel
Dr. Donald Wenner
Flock (family)
Lowell & Kathy Adams
Elmore & Doris Beale
Harry & Debbie Bloomfield
In Memory of Noah Lear
Marge Carnahan
John & Phyllis Cole
Dick Cooper
Richard Cope
Denny & Cindy Davis

John & Yvonne Depinet
Erin D’Ettorre
Scott & Karen Donahue
Mary Donaldson
Robert & Lucille Dunn
Tammy Erlsten
In Memory of Sam Siclair
Frank & Maggie Fischer
Mary Lou Griebling
Bill & Kathy Halter
Kyle & Anne Hartman
Suzanne Hawkins
Mike & Nancy Hocker
Tom & Mary Kafer
John & Mary Jane Kelley
John & Joyce Kennedy
Bill, Cindy & Katie Kuhn
Jeff & Becky Laipply
Jerry & Linda Laipply
Jim & Pat Miller
Robert & Jane Miller
Barry & Cathy Moneysmith
Larry & Linda Morrison
Scott & Janet Painter
John & Doris Roseberry
Erik & Amy Schieber
The Sobers Family
In Memory of Brad Sobers
Allen & Sandy Stuckey
Jim & Jeanne Thompson
Larry Trase
In Memory of Carol Vernooy
Don & Dawn Tudor
Carl & Margie Watt
Dan & Barb Wirebaugh
In Memory of Christa B. Scott
David Young
Bur Oak Circle (supporting)
John & Geneva Clary
Roger & Sue Daniel
Guy Denny
Scott & Bonnie Donnenwirth
Steven Eckstein
Myra Enright
Randall Fisher
Don & Judy Hatfield
A. Elaine Hottenroth
Dale & Margaret Hoyles
Leonard & Katie Kocher
Lon & Katie Leapley
Buck & Ann Monnett
Mark & Pat Murphy
James Pigman
Charles & Jean Pratt
Ron & Carolyn Sand
Steve & Sarah Shields
David Spraw
In Memory of Janet L. Spraw

Wayne Willacker
Rob & Jean Zaebst
Bald Eagle Club (sustaining)
Alan & Mary Ann Basinger
Sam & Dee Benedict
Donna Daniel
Ed Dolch
In Memory of Barb Dolch
Al & Jan Fulton
Kleshinski, Morrison & Morris,
LLP
Billy & Jennifer Kuhn
Paul & Pam Louden
Bettie & Gene Luidhardt
Jim & Helen Luidhardt
James & Janet Pry
Roger & Janice Scott
Jan Shuck
In Memory of Jack Shuck, I
Bill & Marilyn Stepro
Judith Thiel
Walter & Brenda Upchurch

Memorial Donations:
Paul & Janet Nance
In Memory of Dolores Hewitt
Steven McCracken
Tim Bartholomew
Donald & Marilyn Burkholder
Glenn & Marsha Cheesman
Galion Class of 1970

Another program funded by
your Friends Donation

Giving Tuesday Donations:
Anthony Lee Screen Printing
Earth, Wind & Flowers Garden
Club
Leyda 2014 Revocable Family
Trust
Tallgrass Prairie Club
Rotary Club of Bucyrus
(sponsoring)
The Hocker Family Trust
Bob & Judy Grochowalski
Don & Jean Beck
Mike & Nancy Kolehmainen
Lisa Bogard
In Memory of Salty
Donald & Marilyn Burkholder
Thomas McDowell
Kenneth & Debra Cameron
Peoples Savings & Loan Co.
Marge Carnahan
Valerie & Jim Spreng
Richard & Loyce Carpenter
Eric Chucci
Sycamore Club (promoting)
Gary A. Cole
Candace M. Jones
Kevin & Elizabeth Cotsmire
Peggy L. Degray
Other Donations:
Jerry & Liz Dolan
Bucyrus Kiwanis Club
Robert & Lucille Dunn
In Honor of Bill Fisher and
Rich Carpenter for their years Emerson Eckstein
Steven D. Eckstein
of service
Dan & Patricia Everly
Phil & Michelle Feik
Bill & Donna Fisher
Dale Fruth
Sue Fogle
G.E. Foundation
Mike, Mandi & Logan Fruth
Kroger Customers
Steven & June Gebhardt
Joy & Mike Link
Chelsea Gottfried
Carol Rhodebeck
David & Karen Halsey
Tom Tappan
Marjorie Harter
Walmart
Amy Haffa & Joshua Dyer
Douglas & Susan Horsley
Bird Seed Donations:
Paulette James
Maxine Keller
Candace Jones
In Memory of Darl Keller
Rev. Ronald & Susan Keller
Susan Kent
Observatory Donations:
S. Casey Kerr
Arthur J. Freese Foundation
Jack & Barbara Koschnick
Bernice Pugh
Martha Kozik
(continued on next page)
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Gary & Lesley Lawson
Londell & Margaret Leapley
Kathleen A. Lowe
James & Helen Luidhardt
Janet Maddy
Dr. Peter & Susan Maynard
Dr. Glen & Nancy McMurray
Bill & Mary Lee Minor

John Mizick
Daniel & Barbara Price
James & Janet Pry
Carol Rhodebeck
Tamara Robinson
David & Carol Rowland
Patti Schiefer
Daniel & Martha Schroeder

Dr. Joseph & Susan Shadeed
Pat Simmermacher
Jami Slayton
J. William & Marilyn Stepro
Dorothy Strickler
Allen & Sandra Stuckey
Tim & Charlotte Toothman
Eugene & Faye Toy

Raymond & Wanda Trash
Bruce Truka
Gary & Louise Ulmer
Denny & Joyce Vaughn
Beverly Whaley
Dale & Joan Wolfe
Anonymous Donor

Notes on #gviving2sday: The CPD is thankful to all who donated to the Friends of the CPD’s Endowment Fund
on Giving Tuesday, which totaled $9,658.60. The Community Foundation then added an additional $0.17/dollar
donated, raising our total to $11,351.37. While Giving Tuesday is a great way to make your donation go further,
you can donate to the Endowment Fund anytime. Consult with your financial or legal advisor about your
options of helping to secure the future of the Crawford Park District. Our Endowment Fund is with the
Community Foundation for Crawford County. For more information, you can contact the CPD or the Community
Foundation.

Too Much of a Good Thing...
The Crawford Park District applauds all of those that utilize our recycling bins located on the porch of the
Nature Center. To clarify some assumptions about the bins, we receive no funds from their contents, unlike the
monthly recycling trailer. However, it is time address a recurring issue we have with the bins: bags of
recyclables lying around when the bins
are full. As the bags lay around over a
weekend, not only does it look unkempt,
but when adverse weather approaches,
plastics and paper are blown throughout
Lowe-Volk Park, creating an even more
unkempt appearance of our park. Worse
yet, the recyclables sometimes blow into
our pond or other areas where they
cannot found, thus becoming litter. If the
bins are full or you have large quantities,
we ask that you take them directly to the
Recycling Center. The Recycling Center
is located at 5128 Lincoln Highway,
Bucyrus, (5 miles from the Nature
Center). Their hours of business are
Monday through Friday, 8am-4pm,
closed for holidays. Thank you for your
understanding in this matter.

Recycling @ the Nature Center

Here is what you can bring: #1 & #2 plastics,
glass, paper products & cardboard, steel &
aluminum cans, CFL bulbs, batteries, old eye
glasses, cell phones, tablets, & laptops.
NO OTHER ELECTRONICS, MONITORS, ETC. WILL BE ACCEPTED!

Page 15

DROP-OFF DATES
Saturday, March 9, 9am-Noon
Saturday, April 13, 9am-Noon
Saturday, May 11, 9am-Noon
Earth Day Fair: April 27 11am-2pm
We will also have a
PAPER SHREDDER on site.
Bring in that old paperwork!

Trails Newsletter
Crawford Park District Abbreviated Calendar

Park/Program Location Key:
LVP (Lowe-Volk Park); UP (Unger Park); HNP (Heckert Nature Preserve);
SW (Sears Woods); DS (Daughmer Savannah); CB (Carpenter’s Bottom)
Date

Program/Event

Time

Park

10am & 2pm LVP

Mon. April 15

Defenders of the Earth

6pm

LVP

Wild Wednesday

10am & 2pm LVP

Date

Program/Event

Time

Wed. March 6

Wild Wednesday

Park

Thurs. March 7

Homeschool: Owls

10am & 2pm LVP

Wed. April 17

Sat. March 9

Recycling

9am-12pm

LVP

Fri. April 19

Spring Hike

2pm

UP

Sat. March 9

Conservation Heroes: Hellbender

2pm

LVP

Sat. April 20

Just Hike It

10am

HNP

Sat. March 16

Just Hike It!

10am

LVP

Wed. April 24

Wrens

7pm

LVP

Sat. March 16

Volunteer Work Day

1pm-3pm

LVP

Thurs. April 25

Bees in Your Ohio Backyard

6pm

LVP

Mon. March 18

Green Machines

6pm

LVP

Sat. April 27

Earth Day Fair

11am-2pm

LVP

Thurs. March 21 Biomimicry

5:30pm

LVP

Sat. April 27

Night Sky

9pm

LVP

Sat. March 23

Vernal Pool Exploration

10am

CB

Wed. May 1

Toddler Trot: Wetland Wonders

5:30pm

LVP

Sat. March 23

Night Sky

8pm

LVP

Sat. May 4

Spring Bird Migration

9am

SW

Tues. March 26

Book Club Meeting

6:30pm

LVP

Mon. May 6

Love Your Mother

6pm

LVP

Thurs. March 28 Volunteer Work Day

10am-12pm

LVP

Wed. May 8

Painting in the Park

5:30pm

LVP

Sat. March 30

OH Bird Banders Association Mtg

8am-4pm

LVP

Sat. May 11

Bird Banding

7am-1pm

LVP

Sat. March 30

Night Sky

8pm

LVP

Sat. May 11

Pancakes in the Park

8am-1pm

LVP

Sun. March 31

Eagle Watch

2pm

LVP

Sat. May 11

Recycling

9am-12pm

LVP

Thurs. April 4

Homeschool: Wildflowers

10am & 2pm LVP

Tues. May 14

Coyotes: Fact or Fiction

6pm

LVP

Sun. April 7

Wildflower Walk

3pm

SW

Thurs. May 16

Trees!

5:30pm

LVP

Sat. April 13

Recycling

9am-12pm

LVP

Sat. May 18

Conservation Heroes: Bumblebees

2pm

LVP

Sat. April 13

Volunteer Work Day

9-11am

LVP

Sat. May 25

Just Hike It!

10am

UP

Sat. April 13

Artifact Hunt

10am

LVP

Sat. May 25

Night Sky

9:30pm

LVP

Sat. April 13

Conservation Heroes: Box Turtle

2pm

LVP

Sun. May 26

Springtime at Daughmer Savannah

3pm

DS

Sun. April 14

Hi-Tech Easter Egg Hunt

1pm-3pm

LVP

May 31—June 2 Living History Days

Friends of the Crawford Park District
2401 State Route 598
Crestline, Ohio 44827
419-683-9000

Trustees:
Kyle Hartman
Emerson Eckstein
Joshua Dyer
Martha Kozik
Dan Everly
Board of Park Commissioners:
Kyle Hartman
Peggy DeGray
Jan Maddy
Director — Joshua Dyer
Executive Secretary — Patti Schiefer
Naturalists — Lisa Bogard,
Abby Ditomassi, Warren Uxley
Program Asst. — Joy Etter-Link
Receptionists — Mandi Fruth, Patti Gervais
Maintenance — Mike Fruth
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