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PARK NEWS
“Tail” of the Salamander
In 2009, Naturalist Josh Dyer became interested in photodocumenting reptiles and amphibians in Crawford County. However, one
species of salamander can only be identified through genetic analysis. He
sought out other professionals and found that genetic work across the state
was being conducted on the very same thing through OSU’s Ecology, Evolution, and Organismal Biology Department. Two years later, Rob Denton came
to OSU as a new PhD student and wanted to expand the sampling within Crawford County only. Various landowners were
contacted and many great wetland habitats in Crawford Co.
were sampled. Four years later, Rob’s work is finished. The following is his synopsis of his research and the insight gained into
one of nature’s most secretive creatures: the salamander.
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When the ice and snow of winter first start to thaw and
spring rains begin, you may have seen me enter a forest near
you. Dressed head-to-toe in waterproof clothing that was destined to fail and carrying piles of aquatic traps, I’ve spent four
years hunting some of Crawford County’s most mysterious inhabitants. My scientific curiosity has led me here to study salamanders, the amphibian cousins of frogs and toads. Every year,
hundreds of these small creatures make their way to wetlands
to breed; this event happens just as spring begins, possibly even Rob and Josh take a break from snipping the tips of
salamander tails for genetic analysis. Warm weathwith snow on the ground! After a week or so, individual sala- er, cool weather, science must carry on!
manders emerge from the water and head back into the woods
having laid the aquatic eggs that give rise to the next generation of salamander.
What happens after that? No one really knows. Salamanders are
secretive and spend most of their life underground waiting for next year.
Scientists know that other animals often move great distances away from
where they're born in order to find new habitats and new mates. However, knowing these facts about salamanders is especially tricky.
Picture yourself as a salamander: six inches long, wet skin, and
wanting to find a new place to breed. There may be a pond with other salamanders in a wood lot three miles down the road, but when you look out
from the trees, all you see are roads and farm fields. Like most amphibians, they lack tough outer coverings on their skin and rely on staying
moist.
(continued on page 2)

PARK NEWS
Walking those distances would take days, expose you to predators, and most certainly cause your skin to get uncomfortably dry.
How intimidating! Despite this, salamanders still move around on
the landscape and the future conservation of amphibians in Ohio
partially depends on knowing how, when, and why they do it.
Outside of the breeding season, most individuals barely
move around at all, and then only do so during nighttime rain
storms. As you can imagine, following a single salamander around
One of many Smallmouth Salamanders sampled durfor days is unrealistic. Instead, we use an individual salamander’s
ing the research. Wonder how far he traveled?
DNA to tell us where it’s been. Genetic samples from salamanders
were collected from sites across southwestern Crawford County. First, the relatedness of an individual is checked with others from the same site. If the individual
does not show any relation, we then compare it with samples from other sites in
order to find its home wetland. Doing this, we’ve discovered that a particular species of salamander (the Smallmouth Salamander) travels extreme distances
across fields, forests, and roads. On average, Smallmouth Salamanders move more
than six miles to find new breeding wetlands, a number much larger than other
species. While six miles may be a tough run for a human, imagine how formidable
that distance is for a salamander that is 1/5,000 your size!
So what makes them special? To find out, we brought different species of
salamanders to the laboratory at Ohio State and measured their walking endurance on a salamander-sized treadmill. The treadmills showed the same result as
our genetic analysis: Smallmouth Salamanders just don’t get tired. This work has
been important in linking the physiology of movement (walking on a treadmill)
with the actual movement of salamanders across difficult terrain. It also shows us
how we can predict the movements of salamanders based on simple physiological
tests. Overall, Crawford County has taught us a great deal that is useful for the
conservation of amphibians, a group of aniCrayfish, frogs, predacious beemals
that is disappearing faster than any othtles, and salamanders.
Rob
shows kids the various animals er.
In June, I was invited to present rethat call vernal pools home.
search about Crawford County’s salamanders
in London, England as part of a meeting of the Royal Society. (This would be
similar to presenting to the United States’ National Science Foundation.)
This meeting culminated four years of hard work and fun science. I’ve
learned a lot from Crawford County salamanders, but I’ve learned even
more from the people who call it home. This work was only possible
through the generosity of landowners providing Ohio State access to their
beautiful properties. I’ve been lucky enough to talk with Crawford County
citizens at Park District events and during my field work. Through those opportunities, I’ve discovered how much you care about your wildlife and the
pride you take in your community.
Next time you are driving home on a rainy spring night, keep an eye out for
those four-legged endurance athletes: they may be almost home after a long
journey.
Page 2

Purple Martins at
Unger Park
Now in its third year, the purple martin
colony at Unger Park was an active place this
year: 17 of 24 gourds were occupied by nesting pairs of martins. This is the best occupancy rate so far and it is hoped that next
year more than twenty pairs will take up residence.
Over forty chicks were fledged but
there was some bad news: fifteen chicks died
early in the nesting cycle. The high mortality
rate is in stark contrast to last year when no
chicks died. The extended period of rain and
cooler temperatures in early June made it difficult for adults to forage effectively for their
young; the chicks began to starve as a result.
Hopefully weather patterns will return to
normal next year.

New Trails to Hike!
The Carpenter brothers , who own Northside Acres,
have made 40 acres of their property available for
public hiking. The property is located east of
Bucyrus at 3229 SR 98, which is just east of the N&S
Railroad tracks. Locally known as “Carpenter’s Bottom”, the trails are well maintained and border the
Sandusky River. If you go, please park southeast of
their building and enter the bottom on that trail.
You can hike during daylight hours only. Please respect the property and take your litter with you
when you leave.

PARK NEWS
Attendance Barometer
There are several statistical indicators that
we can use to indicate how well the CPD is
doing with its mission of nature education.
We do our best to count our visitors who
come into the Nature Center. This past June,
we set an all-time high of 2,464. That is phenomenal! We tell people that we average
about 1,000 visitors a month. In 2014, the total was 13,616, so our average is still realistic.
We are hoping that June’s attendance record
will continue a trend that moves that average
ahead! Other data that indicates success is
our totals for educational programing. This
would include all school groups, civic groups
and CPD public programs. In 2014, that tally
was 11,940, which is another statistic that we
view as superior. It takes a dedicated staff
and core of volunteers to make all that happen. Thanks and congrats!

Nature Doesn’t Wait
Sometimes programs are not planned...they just
happen randomly. Josh and Logan have Monarchs
in various stages, including 8 adults that needed
tagged and released. Eight kids and their parents
were at the Nature Center in late August and happened to be at the right place at the right time. After a brief discussion about Monarch’s, the butterflies were tagged, and then released to the chant
“Gotta go, gotta go, gotta go to Mexico!” Fun was
had by all, kids parents, and of course Josh and Logan. Good luck butterflies!

Butterfly on
camera! It didn’t
want to leave
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PROGRAMS

All programs are free of charge, unless otherwise noted. For more information or
questions about programs, call 419-683-9000, or visit www.crawfordparkdistrict.org

September
Wildflowers at Unger
Wednesday, September 9 1pm Unger Park
With prairie season well under way, there is so much
to see at Unger Park’s restored Prairie. One can expect to encounter flowers, grasses, singing insects,
hopping insects and more. Join Josh for this leisurely
stroll through the winding prairie trail as it leads us
along the Sandusky River and around the historic
barns.

You can start setting up your tent any time after 5;
programing will start at 6:30. Bring your kids out for
a night of family fun that can include fishing and hiking, watching the night sky, and of course, roasting
s’mores. So bring your tent, blankets, and a treat to
share around the camp fire. We’ll have a wonderful
night. Pre-registration required before Sept. 10.

Archery for Beginners
Sunday, September 13 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
Feeding Time: Ratsnakes
This program is for those interested in archery and
Wednesday, September 9 6pm Lowe-Volk Park have not had many chances to experience it. We’ll
Ohio is home to two
start with safety first and move into the basics of
species of ratsnakes.
shooting a bow and arrow. Participants will then get
Josh has a wealth of
to apply their new knowledge and skillsets toward
info to share about
our targets. All equipment will be provided. Again,
ratsnakes as a group
this is a beginner program. For ages 6 and up.
and the differences
between some of the
Exploring “Drones”
species.
After the
Thursday, September 17 6:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
“show and tell” porA new way to explore the
tion, we’ll see if one of the ratsnakes may be hungry natural landscape, drones
enough to devour its last meal before the winter offer a bird’s eye view of
months. Participants will also get the chance to touch your community.
Local
and/or hold a ratsnake! Snake lovers and dislikers drone enthusiast James
welcome!
Hall will provide his
knowledge on aerial photography in Crawford CounFamily Tent Camping
ty. Program will start inside with an overview of
Friday, September 11 6:30pm Lowe-Volk Park drones and their usage within society. It will conCome and join the Crawford Park District and pitch a clude outside with a demonstration and fly-over of
tent around the pond for your all night campout stay. Lowe-Volk Park and the surrounding area.

Viewing the Night Sky
Programs are held at Lowe-Volk Park. Check
start times as they can vary.
Join members of the Richland Astronomical Society and CPD volunteers as they share their
knowledge and telescope skills with all who
are interested in the celestial sights. Bring
your own telescope or allow the volunteers to
assist you with those provided. It is a spectacular universe.
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Fall Dates & Times
Saturday, September 26 8pm
Saturday, October 17
Halloween Family Fun Night
Saturday, October 24 7pm
Programs will go on
rain or clear skies

PROGRAMS
September
Spiders, Moths, & More!
Friday, September 18 7:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Autumn is a great time to observe
nature at night. Through the use
of flashlights, black lights, and
white sheets, we’ll search for and
observe the many nocturnal arthropods of Lowe-Volk. Fun for
the whole family! Bring a flashlight.

Coyote Crazy
Wednesday, September 23 6pm Lowe-Volk Park
Come join Naturalist Logan Masters as he talks about
coyotes and current issues surrounding this naturalized species. He will also have guest speakers discuss hunting and trapping tips and techniques. Lastly, if you are a coyote hunter, you are more than welcome to share your favorite coyote story. Sure to be a
howlin’ good time!

Unger Farm Heritage Day
Saturday, September 19 11am-3pm
Unger Park
Let’s celebrate the area’s farm heritage! It will be a
great event with a petting zoo, horses, llamas, nature
craft for kids, horse drawn wagon tours, outhouse
tours, bale romping, chainsaw art, and more!. OSU
Extension is our partner at Unger Farm. There will be
food served from 11AM until 2:30PM

Outdoor Education
Monday, September 28 6pm
Buckeye Central Outdoor Learning Lab
As Buckeye Central opens its Outdoor Learning Lab to
the public, come and enjoy an evening stroll through
this one-of-a-kind site. What started as a junior high
science assignment has developed into a superb example of how schoolyards can be utilized in education. BC School’s’ Outdoor Learning Lab encompasses
over 10 acres of woodland and grassland, providing
BB Gun Shoot
diverse learning opportunities. Marianne Williamson
Sunday, September 20 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
will be on hand to answer questions concerning this
Got a BB Gun? Want some people great project. Meet at the OLL Pavilion, located beto shoot with? Well, bring your BB hind the Buckeye Central School.
Gun to Lowe-Volk Park for a fun
afternoon of some plinking Fall Insects
around. There will be regular tar- Tuesday, September 29 7pm Unger Park
gets as well as a “Woods Walk”. Crickets, Katydids, Cicadas and Trigs combine to
Kids must be accompanied by an make for a cacophonous nighttime chorus. Often
adult.
overlooked, the vocal
expressions of insects
Fall Wildflowers
provide a great opporSunday, September 20 3pm Unger Park
tunity to enjoy a night
The tall-grass prairies of Ohio are renowned for their out in early fall. Meet
late summer displays of wildflowers. Several differ- Warren Uxley at the
ent species of goldenrods and asters as well as the Unger Park Prairie.
bottled gentian put on quite a show. Meet Warren
Uxley at the Unger Park Prairie.
Did you know…...Bobcats were recently removed from the Ohio Endangered and Threatened Species List, but
they remain protected in the state. Starting in 2001, bobcat sightings began increasing. Most sightings prior
to 2008 were from roadkills. However, hunters began using a new piece of equipment, the trail camera. Not
only were they monitoring deer herds, they were photo-documenting a very elusive quarry. Bobcat sightings
rose quickly, leading to their delisting. To date, trail cameras account for over half of Ohio’s Bobcat sightings.
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PROGRAMS
October
Tellin’ Tales: The Doctor Made House Calls
Saturday, October 3 2pm Lowe-Volk Park
A special focus for this Tellin’ Tales will be the men
and women who provided medical care for the residents of Crawford County. Did the Doctor come to
your house? We’d like to hear your stories or those of
your parents and grandparents. Medical care has
changed dramatically over the years. Tellin’ Tales is a
meeting to share information about Crawford County’s history.

Sycamore Trees
Monday, October 12 6:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
With their distinguishing characteristics, Joy EtterLink will show how Sycamores are one of the most
easily
recognized trees in a
forest. Kids will
enjoy this program as they
discover
the
camouflaged
Leesville History: Dr. Thomas H. B. Clutter
bark,
zig-zag
Saturday, October 3 3:15pm Lowe-Volk Park
stems, and huge
Dr. Clutter began his medical leaves! For ages
practice in Leesville in 1867. His up to 5th grade.
home still stands on the southeast
side of Leesville Rd. According to Halloween Family Fun Night
the 1873 Atlas of Crawford Coun- Saturday, October 17 7-9pm Lowe-Volk Park
ty, the town spring was located at Come to Lowe-Volk Park and celebrate with a night
the bottom of the hillside on the filled with fall fun! Dress in your Halloween costume
south side of his property. He not or just come to enjoy the activities. There will be a
only served the general population, he treated em- bon-fire, face painting, nature art, movies, wagon
ployees of the Leesville Quarries. Come and learn rides, and a treat bag for the first 300 kids. Bring a
about Dr. Clutter and bring any information you flashlight and go on a guided night hike in the woods.
might have about him.
Choose between the haunted hike and the nonhaunted hike. Pumpkins will also be available. Bring
Native Plant Seed Collection
the whole family!
Sunday, October 4 2pm Unger Park
Help the Park District promote the use of native Family Survival
plants in our landscape by collecting native plant
Saturday, October 24 12pm
seed. Participants will be permitted to keep limited
Lowe-Volk Park
amounts of seed for their own gardens. Meet Warren
The Crawford Park District is
Uxley at Unger Park.
holding a family survival back
pack challenge. We will give
Family Survival
you a back pack with all the
Sunday, October 4 12pm Lowe-Volk Park
supplies you will need. The goal
The Crawford Park District is holding a family survivis to complete at least 6 chalal back pack challenge. We will give you a back pack lenges to get a prize. Some of the
with all the supplies you will need. The goal is to com- challenges consist of making a fishplete at least 6 challenges to get a prize. Some of the ing pole, setting a trap with just
challenges consist of making a fishing pole, setting a rocks, sticks and rope, catching a
trap with just rocks, sticks and rope, catching a frog, frog, starting a fire with flint and
starting a fire with flint and steel, and much more. steel, and much more.
PrePre-registration is required. Registration ends Octo- registration is required. Registration
ber 2.
ends October 23.
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PROGRAMS
November
Bird Banding: Saw‑whet Owls
Friday, November 6 6pm Lowe‑Volk Park
For the 5th year, Bander Bob Scott Placier will bring
his nets, knowledge, and research to gain some insight into Saw-whet Owls in Crawford County. Since
2003, Bob has been contributing his Saw-whet research to a continent-wide organization, Project
Owlnet, which monitors the migratory ecology and
population dynamics of the Northern Saw-whet Owl.
The program will start inside with a brief PowerPoint, and then move outside where calling tapes will
hopefully draw in Ohio’s smallest owl. Fun for the
whole family. Plan to be outside.
Bird Banding: Fall Songbird Survey
Saturday, November 7 7:30am Lowe-Volk Park
Fall bird banding gives us insight into bird populations that remain in Crawford County for the winter.
Bob Scott Placier will have his nets open and traps set
Creature Feature: Tree Crickets
The wonderful sounds Tree Crickets make in late summer and fall are a constant reminder that cold weather
is around the corner. Their barely-audible trills often
go unnoticed as they provide “backing vocals” to the
constant buzzing, rattling, shuffling, and ticking of
their louder cousins — cicadas & katydids. Of course
the singing is the incessant wooing of a male in his efforts to draw in a female. To aid in his efforts, male
Tree Crickets will chew holes in leaves and position
themselves in it. This acts as an amphitheater, projecting his sound much farther. When she finds him,
males then use another tactic to keep her there: a nuptial meal. At the base of his wings is the metanotal

to see who is hanging around this time of year. Also,
this fall we will try to reach the 200th bird banded at
Lowe-Volk Park. Fun for all ages!
Nature Hike
Sunday, November 8 3pm Daughmer Savannah
The prairie grasses at Daughmer put on a colorful
show in November; the last of the insects should also
be active and open country birds from find plenty of
food at this time. Meet Warren Uxley at the Daughmer parking lot.
Go Nuts!
Monday, November 16 6:30pm Lowe-Volk Park
Acorns, buckeyes, hickory nuts….Nuts come in many
shapes and sizes, but they all have the same purpose:
to make a new tree! Program Asst. Joy Etter-Link is
ready to share the fun in exploring nature’s nuts. For
ages up to 5th grade.
gland. This produces secretions that the female consumes; all the while, the male busies himself with
making sure she gets one of his spermatophores. Before fall gives way to winter, step out and listen for the
trills of male Tree Crickets, and know that soon a female will be licking his back.
Black-horned Tree
Crickets: The female
is busy eating her
“nuptial meal” from
the back of the male
as he begin to place
his spermatophore
in position.

Recycling @ the Nature Center
The CC Lions Club partners with the CPD in NO OTHER ELECTRONICS, MONITORS, ETC.
this environmental friendly effort. Here is WILL BE ACCEPTED!
what you can bring: #1 & #2 plastics, glass,
DROP-OFF DATES
paper products & cardboard, steel & aluminum
Saturday, September 12, 9am-Noon
cans, CFL bulbs, batteries, old eye glasses, cell
Saturday, October 10, 9am-Noon
phones, tablets, & laptops.
Saturday, November 14, 9am-Noon
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The Grasshopper Sparrow

Text and Photograph by Warren Uxley

Little more than a single lane, township road 71 runs along the northern boundary of Killdeer
Plains Wildlife Area in Wyandot County. Driving west on this thin ribbon of asphalt one afternoon in
early June I suddenly had to slam on the brakes, the distinctive insect-like call of the grasshopper sparrow
was so unexpected and exciting.
As a group, the sparrows are often looked upon as those “little brown jobs” that are difficult to
identify and not really worthy of serious study, especially by those people with only a passing interest in
natural history. More than a dozen different sparrow species can be seen in northern Ohio at different
times of the year. Yes, most of them are brown; yes, even expert birders can be confounded when trying
to identify them; but some are so rare that it’s a real treat when you encounter them. Such is the grasshopper sparrow.
To the untrained eye the different sparrow species can indeed be difficult to identify, but the vocalization of each species is uniquely different from that of its brethren and this makes identification a simple matter. Some will have a beautiful song (Lincoln’s sparrow), while another may have nothing more
than a short chip (Henslow’s sparrow).
With yellow patches above and forward of the eye, on the outer most joint of the wing and on the
leading edges of the primary flight feathers, the grasshopper sparrow could be considered handsome. The
male performs a wing fluttering display during courtship that may be designed to show off this yellow
coloration. Normally a secretive bird, it moves furtively through the grasses and is rarely seen, only
when the males engage in their conspicuous courtship rituals do they make themselves obvious.
Ideal habitat for the grasshopper sparrow consists of sparse grassland; it has a fondness for bare
patches of ground where it spends much of its time foraging. It is abundant on the Great Plains where the
shortgrass prairies provide the perfect mix of cover and bare earth. Killdeer Plains does not fit this ideal;
it is clearly marginal habitat for grasshopper sparrows. But many species can and do survive on the margins.
Six decades ago the grasshopper sparrow was far more abundant in Ohio than it is now. But then
sixty years ago most farmers had a significant
amount of land devoted to pasture and many of
those pastures were heavily grazed. A heavily
grazed – dare I say even over-grazed – pasture did
provide the kind of open environment that grasshopper sparrows need. Few farmers pasture animals anymore, this combined with the loss of
Ohio’s prairies has precipitated a severe decline
in the grasshopper sparrow population. The one
exception to this gloom and doom are the reclaimed open pit coal mines in the southeastern
part of the state. The harsh soils left in the wake
of mining operations support the kind of grassland habitat the grasshopper sparrows prefer.
Here in north central Ohio the situation is
grim, each year I hear fewer grasshopper sparrows than the year before. While I have not made
a concerted effort to seek them out, I am always
alert to their distinctive song. As of August 24th,
the grasshopper sparrow at Killdeer Plains is the
only member of its species that I have encountered in 2015. The richness of our world is diminished a little more with each passing year.
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Wasting Time
Josh Dyer
I loathe mowing. The 1.5-2 hours I spend on the mower is consumed with thoughts of what I could be doing. I even invested a little
more to get a zero-turn. This machine effectively – and more important – expeditiously, cuts my lawn in half the time it takes with a
standard rider. In between thoughts of what I should be doing comes
questions…such as, “Why am I doing this?” And I strain hard to justify
the mowing of my lawn. As an environmentally aware citizen, excuses
abound to not mow.
Fuel consumption is enormous. In the US, 800 million gallons is
used annually, with an estimated 17 million gallons being spilled. That
is more than the Exxon Valdez spill! (10.8 million gallons) The amount
of fertilizers and pesticides applied is staggering: up to 10 times more
A Banded Garden Spider, along with many
per acre than a farmer applies! Where does all that excess go? It runs other critters, is able to thrive in an “odd area”
off with the next rain. Lawns that are mowed short are not effective in I didn’t mow.
water runoff. Instead of being slowed by the grasses and absorbed into
the duff layer and soil, rainwater is allowed to flow unchecked, carrying soil and chemicals with it to the nearest body of water. Lawns also create another monoculture on the landscape. A single-plant habitat does not
play host to very many species of wildlife, whereas a habitat with many plants to choose from will sport a more
eclectic group of organisms.
For these reasons and more, I try to make my yard as wild as possible. Instead of mowing right next to
the trunks and in between them, I let my evergreens grow with the competition of grasses and any happenstance wildflower that decides to sprout. Got an “odd area” tucked back in a corner of your property…let it
grow! These small patches of “wild” in a yard can increase the diversity of wildlife substantially. Dandelions
and clovers? Embrace the color they add to your lawn; they are only there for a few weeks. For your lawn to
be a good sponge in times of excess water, mow it high. High grass can aid in letting water soak into the ground
rather running off.
As the summer season wanes, grass growing slows…thankfully. A friend
of mine recently bragged “I haven’t mowed for a month”. Situated over some
wet soils, my lawn unfortunately still thrives; the longest I was able to go without mowing was a little over two weeks. But that length of time let some plants
have a go at flowering: hawkweeds bloomed, providing valuable food for pollinators; plantain seed heads rose above the grasses; nocturnal invertebrates
were able to find repose in the longer foliage. As I finally realized I had to mow
before I needed a baler, I was saddened to know that grasshoppers and crickets
would be hacked to pieces, toads and snakes could be mercilessly chopped up,
and the flies and moths that rested in the grasses…Oh, wait, was that a Barn
Swallow? Through some wicked twist of fate, I was attracting wildlife doing
what I hate. The swallows were swooping and dipping, catching the flies and
moths as they rose up and out of the lawn. It was magical! This culturally imposed notion of mowing a lawn did attract wildlife!
Areas left unmowed provide great
Recently, a couple in Licking County made national headlines when they
opportunities for kids to discover decided to not mow. Not because they wanted to hide an old pickup, or because
the wonders of nature.
they were lazy, but because they saw more value in wildlife than lawn. Faced
with a $1,000 fine, the couple acquiesced and used scythes to cut their 1 acre property to 8” low. While this
story is not over, it should bring about changes in what townships and municipalities deem as “nuisance properties”. But alas, until those changes come, until society places more value on wildlife than lawns, I sadly hang
my head and know... I need to mow.
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Thank you to the following who have donated to
the Friends of the Crawford Park District between:
May 7, 2015 and August 14, 2015

FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP’S
Kinglet (student/senior)
Jane Mollenkopf
Delores Jean Wise
Alan Burkhart
Charlie Evers
Horst Greilich
Charles Ballinger
Louis & Frances Baldasare
Mary Studer
Cardinal (individual)
Collette Shultz
Richard & Helen Michalek
Phyllis Manley
Ginny Neighbor
Mary Hoke
Randall Bryhn
Lenora Matula
Theresa Fritz – In Memory of
Ron Fritz
Glenda Leuthold – In Memory of
Tom Louis
J.A. Hayden-Cating
Keith and Brenda Gosser
Gary Cowell Jr.
Malinda Freeman – In Memory of
Anna Slone
Shirley Heefner
Dave Mohrbacher
Jean Zahn
Flock (family)
Dave & Becky Young
Ed & Rita Baldy
Clem & Marcia Studer
Chris & Tonya Fike
Randy & Janell Tidaback
Mark & Annie Blum
Randy & Rhonda Scott
Erik & Amy Schieber
Tom & Pat Bash
Irene Phillips
Gene & Pat Disbennett
Doug & Donna Watts
Terry Clegg
Jack & Linda Kidwell

John & Becky Witter
Sandi King –
In Memory of Rick
James & Dolores Cass
Loretta Page
Vicky Weber
Ivan & Louise Ulmer
Gene & Susan Shields
Durward & Martha Fortney
Jim & Marcheta Gibson
Aurelia Brombacher
Greg & Kim Gabriel
Doug & Donna Watts
Bur Oak Circle (supporting)
Bob Scott Placier
Janie Miller – In Memory of
Albert Miller
Don & Mary Ellen Lust
Kevin Cotsmire
Bruce & Elizabeth Angell
Bucyrus Moose Lodge #669
Gary & Shirley Burrer
Kevin & Summer Burrer
Tim Bartholomew
Kathryn Oppenlander – In
Memory of Russell Oppenlander
Dorothy Bowersock
Hal & Peggy DeGray
Bald Eagle Club (sustaining)
Carle’s Bratwurst
Doug & Joanne Weisenauer
Kevin & Chris Kehn - In Memory
of Mentor & Norma Larsen
Steve & Nancy Pifher – In Memory
of Annie
Jim & Sylvia Rankin
Tom & Pam Holtshouse
William & Diana Baker
Elmer Kafer
Raymond & Wanda Trash
Dr. Laurie Rhodebeck – In Memory
of James Rhodebeck
Sarah Kreis, DVM – In Memory
of James Rhodebeck
Scott & MaryLou Hastings
David & Kathy Halsey
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Don Cover
Emerson Eckstein – In Memory of
Dorothy M. Eckstein
Jeff & RuthAnn Campbell
Hord Livestock/Hord Family Farms
Dr. & Mrs. Glen McMurray
Don & Sandy Grady
Tallgrass Prairie Club (sponsoring)
Rich & Chris Krahling
Bucyrus Kiwanis Club
John Wagner
Carol Rhodebeck – In Memory of
James Rhodebeck
Natural Resource Partne
(corporate)
Ray McCaffrey – In Memory of
Priscilla & Bob Schaum
Gary Cole
Other Donations:
Bill Anderson
Kroger
Mark Schneider
Wal-Mart
Kohl’s
Esco Bucyrus
Donations of Bird Seed:
Longwell Family
Memorial Donations:
Daniel & Karen Leibengood –
In Memory of Annie Black
Tom & Nan Kibler – In Memory
of Thomas Leonhardt
Woodworth Drilling & Water –
In Memory of Joe Everly
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Shadeed –
In Memory of Helen Neff
Anne Evans – In Memory of
Choel Evans
Donations In Memory of
Dot Hubble:
Bill Foulk Family
Tom & Joanne Miller

James & Linda Leyda
Rebecca Carr
Eugene & Connie Best
Kim & Julia Kiess
Frank & Karen Ervin
Glen & Nancy McMurray
Mary Worden
John Seits
Eugene & Betty Smith
Franklin & Margaret Fischer
Ralph Hubble
Edward & Kathlyn McCarthy
ADM Benefit Plan Agency

Dave & Linda Meadows
Larry & Jackie Smith
Dick & Kay Stowe
John & Cathy Badenhop
Olive Draper
Bill & Sarah Mills & Kids
Timothy & Lori Wood
Richard & Sheila Schieber
Louis & Frances Baldasare
Malinda Freeman
Interactive Tree Exhibit:
Kohl’s
Bev Whaley
Mary Jones
Crawford County WIA Youth
Mary Studer
Buck & Ann Monnett
Anonymous
Byron Hensley Jr.
Buckeye Trail Association

Donations in Memory of
Anna Slone:
Mark & Pat Britt
Catheryn Chaffin
Denny & Pat Armstrong
Andrew Geiger & Family
Tony & Marlys Slone

Mary Donaldson
Tom Pfeifer
First Federal Bank of Ohio
Galion Building & Loan
Ron & Susan Keller
Lowell & Kathleen Adams
The Bucyrus Lions Club
Foltz Foundation
Marian Huggins
Firelands Federal Credit Union
Dave & Helen McQuown
Cooperative Christian Services –
In Memory of Anna Slone
John & Barb McCammon –
In Memory of Joe Everly
ESCO Bucyrus
Bill Fisher – In Honor of
United in Harmony
Dave McQuown

Our fall events are perfect for a great family outing. Cut these out and hang them as a reminder.
You don’t want to miss these fun-filled events!

UNGER FARM HERITAGE DAY
s
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Saturday, September 19
11am-3pm
~Food will be served from 11:00-2:30
~Tour an Outhouse...it’s a 3-seater!
~Craft for kids
~Music from The Hobos and much more!
~Fun for the whole family!

Saturday, October 17
7pm-9pm
~Treat bags for the first 300 kids
~Pumpkins will be available to
decorate and take home
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Trustees:
Richard Carpenter
Emerson Eckstein
Bill Fisher
Martha Kozik
John Mizick
Board of Park Commissioners:
Richard Carpenter
Peggy DeGray
Jan Maddy
Director — Bill Fisher
Executive Secretary — Patti Schiefer
Program Coordinator — Joshua Dyer
Naturalsits — Warren Uxley
Logan Masters
Program Asst — Joy Etter-Link

CPD Abbreviated Program Schedule
Wed. Sept. 9
Wed. Sept. 9
Fri. Sept. 11
Sat. Sept. 12
Sun. Sept. 13
Thurs. Sept. 17
Fri. Sept. 18
Sat. Sept. 19
Sun. Sept. 20
Sun. Sept. 20
Wed. Sept. 23
Sat. Sept. 26
Mon. Sept. 28
Tues. Sept. 29
Sat. Oct. 3
Sat. Oct. 3
Sun. Oct. 4
Sun. Oct. 4
Sat. Oct. 10
Mon. Oct. 12
Sat. Oct. 17
Sat. Oct. 24
Sat. Oct. 24
Fri. Nov. 6
Sat. Nov. 7
Sun. Nov. 8
Sat. Nov. 14
Mon. Nov. 16

Wildflowers at Unger
Feeding Time: Ratsnakes
Family Tent Camping
Recycling at Lowe-Volk Park
Archery for Beginners
Exploring Drones
Spiders, Moths, & More!
Unger Farm Heritage Day
BB Gun Shoot
Fall Wildflowers
Coyote Crazy
Viewing the Night Sky
Outdoor Education
Fall Insects
Tellin’ Tales: The Doctor Makes House Calls
Leesville History: Dr. Thomas H.B. Clutter
Native Plant Seed Collection
Family Survival
Recycling at Lowe–Volk Park
Sycamore Trees
Halloween Family Fun Night
Family Survival
Viewing the Night Sky
Bird Banding: Saw-whet Owls
Bird Banding: Fall Songbird Survey
Nature Hike
Recycling at Lowe-Volk Park
Go Nuts!

1 pm
6 pm
6:30 pm
9am to Noon
2 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
11am to 3pm
2 pm
3 pm
6 pm
8 pm
6 pm
7 pm
2 pm
3:15 pm
2 pm
12pm
9am to Noon
6:30 pm
7-9 pm
12 pm
7 pm
6 pm
7:30 am
3pm
9am to Noon
6:30pm

Unger Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Unger Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Unger Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Buckeye Central School
Unger Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Unger Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park
Daughmer Savannah
Lowe-Volk Park
Lowe-Volk Park

