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I have recently been in a few classrooms supplementing the work teachers are
doing with the students.  On one particular occasion, I went to discuss food chains and the human impacts on
them.  I would start by asking the students about decomposers, producers, and consumers.  I would then have
them help start a food chain that we would put together.  Invariably, after telling the students to use local wild
animals, they would throw out lions and tigers and bears (oh, my).  They seemed to have little or no idea as to
what our local wild animals are.  The nature based activities come from Project WILD, Project WET, and
Project Learning Tree and offer a great variety of activities from writing to running.  You have to become
certified to receive and use these materials, you just cannot pick them up at Barnes and Noble.  Recently I took a
workshop to instruct others, teachers, scout leaders, and 4-H leaders to use these materials.  I was asked by a
peer if I was putting myself out of a job by empowering others to use the same materials I’m using.  It does
appear that way, but there are reasons to train others in Projects WET, WILD, and Learning Tree.  

Time is of the essence.  I have a vision to interact with every student, K-6, in the county.  In any given
year there are roughly 3500 students in that range, divided by 100 (number that can be seen in a day), equals 35
days.  Yeah, I can theoretically see each student about eight times a school year but we all know that is not
possible.  There is the planning and presenting, which can take a lot of time.  I have a limited amount of time to
plan and present and, unfortunately, the omnipresent dollar gets in the way.  If I had unlimited resources,
manpower, and money, this would be possible.  Unfortunately, this not the way of the world.  The students
themselves have a time limit.  They soon get older and older,  graduate, maybe go to college, get a job, get
married,  but the time I had for them was short in comparison to the rest of their lives.  I didn’t get the chance to
impact them.  If teachers had the resources, we could have the opportunity to influence them and their attitudes
towards the environment in which we live.

One may ask, why should we influence them?  American history is replete with instances of humans-
gone-wrong when it comes to the environment.  Prairies and wetlands, along with many other habitats, have
been decimated; populations have died off due to poor management; market hunting brought many species to
the brink of extinction, with some actually “going the way of the dinosaurs”.  Up until the 20  century, thisth

country had vast wild resources of which we took full advantage.  However, the people of that time, with over
half of the population living close to the land, realized what they were doing.  They saw flocks of passenger
pigeons and then didn’t; they saw herds of bison and then didn’t.  Men like George Grinnel and Theodore
Roosevelt (early), and Aldo Leopold and Paul Sears (later), helped change our mind set regarding land use. 
Today, with less than two percent of the population working in agriculture and the majority living in urban
settings, we are losing that closeness we once had with the land.  If we do not try to influence young minds
towards an appreciation for the land and the environments therein, we may soon  see species “go the way of the
dinosaurs”.  

I like my job and I like working with kids.  I like learning about the environment and teaching others
about it.  Teachers, educators, and anyone interested, keep an eye open for upcoming workshops I’ll be putting
on to help “get the word out” about our environment.  When my wife Lindsay was in college she related this
story to me: Her class went out in the field (she was in Criminal Justice) and passed a groundhog burrow.  A
woman in her late twenties asked what they were.  Lindsay replied that they were groundhog holes.  The woman
immediately went into freak-out mode and was worried that the groundhogs were “gonna get her”.  This woman
had no idea what a groundhog was, let alone what it was capable of doing or not doing.  I’ve got an idea; let’s
inform the next generation about what a groundhog hole looks like.   

When one sees the land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it
with love and respect.        Aldo Leopold
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