Feb. 1

Beaver are in peak breeding season.  The kits are born between April and July and are able to swim after only 24 hours.  While typically monogamous, young and old males still fight for females.  Imagine being bitten with those teeth!!!  Ouch!!!
Feb. 8

On warm winter days, stop by Heckert Nature Preserve to observe an amazing sight……butterflies!  Warmed by the sunshine, Mourning Cloaks, Commas, and Question Marks emerge from their hiding spots to feed, not on flowers, but on tree sap, carrion, or even animal scat. 
Feb. 15

While driving Crawford Co. roadways, watch for waterfowl on open ponds and reservoirs.  Armed with binoculars, even the casual observation can yield a surprising number of species on one pond.  The earliest migrant is Pintails, with Canvasbacks, Gadwalls, Shovellers, Redheads, and Buffleheads soon to follow.  
Feb. 22

While the Ice Age ended 10,000 years ago, the glaciers made a lasting imprint.  They shaped the land we see today and formed the fertile farm fields Crawford Co. is known for.  One other way glaciers left an impression can be seen in our landscape beds.  Known as erratics, granite rocks, with their pretty array of colors, came all the way from Canada via glaciers.  
