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Financial Update

For the first half of 2009, income of the
Crawford Park District fell behind projected
amounts by $9,000. We implemented steps
to insure that the Park District continues to
operate for the benefit of our patrons. A few
of those measures included closing the
Nature Center on Saturday mornings and all
day Monday. Other cost cutting measures
affected Park District staff in terms of hours
worked and health care benefits.

Crawford County Eagle Update

Crawford County’s bald eagle population
continues to grow. Of the three active nests
in Crawford County, three new eaglets have
been raised. The Galion pair produced two
and the pair near Orweiler Rd. (Shawk nest)
produced one. Sadly, the Willowby nest on
Woodside Road failed near the end of March.
It is not known why. The Ohio Department
of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife
counted a record 215 nests in the state this
year. This was the twenty-second
consecutive year that the state's breeding
bald eagle population has increased. Of
those 215 nests, 113 were known to be
successful. Current reports from wildlife
biologists and volunteer observers have
estimated a minimum of 197 total young
eagles produced in nests in 52 Ohio
counties.

Telescope Donations

Mr. and Mrs. Gene McDougle donated a
Meade Starfinder telescope with a 10 inch
lens. Caleb Meadows donated a Meade
Telestar telescope. Both ‘scopes can be
used during our Night Sky programs which
are organized by the Richland Astronomical
Society and CPD volunteer Marcheta Gibson.

Artifact Donation

Janet Thatcher Davids of Canton, NC, donated
a collection of American Indian artifacts to the
CPD. The artifacts were collected on the farm
belonging to her father and mother, Lester and
Laura Thatcher. Her father collected them on
their Whetstone Township, Crawford County,
farm as he worked the soil and walked the
property. Their farm was on SR 100 near the
intersection of Shearer Rd.

Included in the donation was a full grooved axe
that could have been made anytime between
12,000 BC and 1,000 BC. A more recent piece
was a Fort Ancient knife whose culture ranged
from 1,000 AD to 1,600 AD.

Hissing Cockroach Donation

Bettie Luidhardt donated Madagascar Hissing
Cockroaches and their aquarium habitat to the
CPD. They will be used for educational displays
and programming. She was a teacher and used
them as instructional aids in her classroom.
They are interesting and unique organisms.
Stop by to see them!

They’re Back!

This summer has brought another opportunity to
see and learn about freshwater jellyfish. The
pond at Lowe-Volk Park currently has hundreds
of thousands of the animals. They are not
always visible, but the best conditions to see
them seem to be warm sunny days. The jellyfish
are about the size of a dime and anatomically
resemble large ocean jellyfish.

Ice Age Mammals

The CPD will have a fascinating five week
exhibition of lce Age mammals beginning on
October 31. We hope you can visit the exhibit!
More information can be found in the remainder
of the newsletter.



Adopt an Animal goes Global

Last Christmas, a lady from New York City
adopted the Eastern Box Turtle as a gift for a
friend. As with allanimal adoptions, the initial
certificates and information were sent
out.............. to Wall Street! Through the
spring, follow-up letters from the turtle were
mailed as well. On July 24, a postcard from
the adopter was received at the Nature
Center, addressed to the turtle. The postcard
came all the way from SPAIN! This adoption
is a testament to the success of the program,
which was developed by Naturalist, Cindy
Eusey. The sponsorship assists in providing
the proper nutrition and care thateach animal
deserves. Give a sponsorship as a gift;
they’re a great idea for a classroom project.
Take part in a global program!

Volunteer Naturalist Program

The Crawford Park Districtin conjunction with
The Ohio State University Extension is
attempting to determine interest in a
Volunteer Naturalist Program which would be
offered atthe Lowe-Volk Park Nature Center.
The program will be scheduled on Saturdays
for five to six weeks or until 40 hours of
instruction is completed. A probable
beginning of the instruction would be
February 2010. After the classes, 40 hours
of approved volunteer service must be
completed to be certified as a Volunteer
Naturalist. After certification, 20 hours of
volunteer work plus 8 hours of advanced
training is required.

It will be necessary to have a minimum of 12
class members to begin the program. If you
are interested, contact the Nature Center at
4129-683-9000 or Tina Swartz at
tinswa@hotmail.com.

Did You Know? The last passenger pigeon
died September 1, 1914, at the Cincinnati Zoo.
See naturalists’ articles to learn about
causes of extinction and what it is.

CPD Fishing

Catch and release fishing is available in our
ponds at Lowe-Volk Park and Unger Park. No
fishing license is required by adults or teens
over 15.

Kroger Community Rewards Program

If you shop at Kroger in any community and you
have a Kroger Plus card, you can assist the
Friends to raise funds for the CPD. If you do not
have a Kroger Plus card yet, the application is
available atthe Kroger customer service desk. To
initiate donations from Kroger to support the park,
you will need to register online at
krogercommunityrewards.com.

You will need your Kroger Plus card handy. Click
on “Sign In/Register”. Follow the prompts by first
entering your zip code and your favorite store.
Once you enter your Kroger Plus card number
you will enter the Friends’ NPO (Non Profit
Organization) number which is 84408. It is also
possible to choose Friends of the Crawford Park
District from an online list of registered
organizations which is provided by Kroger.
Individuals who access their phone number when
checking out at Kroger may also participate in the
program. If all this seems an impossible
sequence orif you do not use the internet, please
contact Patti at 419-683-9000. She will assist
you.

By your participation in the Kroger Community
Rewards Program, Kroger will make donations to
the Friends. Please consider the benefits when
you choose us as your selected nonprofit!

New Nature Center Hours

In an attempt to reduce expenses during this
economic environment, the new hours for the
Lowe-Volk Park Nature Center are:

Tuesday thru Friday 9 AM to 4 PM
Saturday and Sunday Noon to 4 PM
Closed Monday

“Only by looking closely can we begin to understand
and appreciate the intimate interrelationships of all living
things to one another and to the earth.” S. Olson
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Pre-registration is requested for some
programs. Phone the Park District at 419-
683-9000 to reserve your space! Youth are
welcome to attend with their parents. Most
events are free. Donations for programs are
appreciated.

Monarch Tagging at Unger Park
Saturday, September 12, 1PM Unger Park
Join Naturalist

Unger Park for a
Monarch butterfly
tagging program.
Learn about the life
cycle of the
Monarch butterfly, its need for milkweed
plants and theiramazing migration to Mexico.
You will have an opportunity to help Kansas
University with Monarch migration and
population research by attempting to capture,
tag and release a Monarch butterfly. Nets will
be provided. Meet at the Unger Park parking
lot on Nevada Road just West of Aumiller
Drive.

Viewing the Night Sky

Saturday, September 12, 8:30 PM Lowe-Volk NC
Join members of the Richland Astronomical
Society and CPD volunteers as they share
their knowledge and telescope skills with all
who are interested in the celestial sights.
This is a monthly program which will meet on
the second Saturdays in September and
October .

Note that start times may
vary from previous months.
Bring your own telescope or
allow the volunteers to
assist you with those
provided. Itis a spectacular
universe!
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Did You Know?
Key factors that affect fall leaf color changes are
length of day, plant genetics/ability to make

pigments and sunny autumn days.

A Hickory Hike
Saturday, September 19,
Preserve

There are 5 species of Hickories in Ohio; and all
5 occur in Heckert Nature Preserve! These and
other mast producers are crucial to the survival of
many wildlife species. Join Josh for a hike that
will take a look at the differences in the five
Hickories, and also at the other mast producing
trees that call Heckert home. Following the hike,
we’ll crack some nuts.

1PM Heckert Nature

Unger Farm Heritage Day

Saturday, September 26, 10 AM - 3 PM Unger Park
OSU Extension is our
partner at Unger Farm and
they will team with us for this
glimpse of farm history and & :
farm practice. Included will
be antique farm machinery,
a working corn sheller and i §
other farmhouse items. A 7
petting zoo, craft, and tractor pull will entertain
kids. There will be a hotdog/bratwurst meal to
feed the family. On site information/questions-
answer by OSU Extension Master Gardeners and
a Prairie Tour by Johnny Appleseed You won'’t
want to miss the horses, llamas and outhouse
tours, either! See the flier in this newsletter.

Salem Prairie Remnant
Sunday, September 27, 2 PM

Corner of Lower Leesville and Parcher Rds, Bucyrus

The restoration efforts at this small prairie
remnant are yielding some spectacular results.
Even at this late date there could still be flowers
in bloom. Great program for anyone wanting a
small prairie plot of their own. Meet Warren
Uxley at Parcher and Lower Leesville Rds.

Bird Migration at Night

Saturday, October 3, 7 PM Lowe-Volk NC

The cool clear nights of fall are the perfect time
for birds to fly south for the winter. Learn which
bird groups fly at night and why. Hear the flight
calls as they move overhead. Meet Warren
Uxley at Lowe-Volk Nature Center.



Tellin’ Tales

Saturday, October 10, 2 PM Lowe-Volk NC
This is a meeting for Seniors (or anyone) to
share information about Crawford County’s
Natural History. Come and share your
stories of our county’s geology, farming
history, weather catastrophes or other
happenings. Personal anecdotes make
history come alive. Help us preserve our
Natural History events. Moderated by Jim
Croneis, former publisher of the Bucyrus
Telegraph Forum and local history buff.

Leesville History: Roundtable Discussion
Saturday, October 10, 3:15 PM Lowe-Volk NC
Anyone who has a connection to Leesville or
is interested in the history of our area is
welcome to participate in this discussion lead
by local resident and Leesville promoter, Joe
Everly. Bring pictures to be shared, stories to
tell and a listening ear. Leesville’s rich
history needs told, retold and updated!

Viewing the Night Sky
Saturday, October 10, 8:00 PM Lowe-Volk NC

Join members of the
Richland Astronomical
Society and CPD volunteers
as they share their
knowledge and telescope
skills with all who are
interested in the celestial
sights. This is the last of our monthly night
sky programs during the international year of
astronomy. Note that start times may vary
from previous months. Bring your own
telescope or allow the volunteers to assist
you with those provided. It is a spectacular
universe!

Walk and Woof

Wednesday, October 14, 6 PM Lowe-Volk NC
It is time once again to bring your furry friend
and join Josh and Carley as they gallivant the
trails around the Nature Center. Fall colors
should be showing and animals will be

preparing for a long winter. After the hike, we’ll
have fetching in the pond. All ages and breeds
welcome.

Nature Story & Craft Hour

Thursday, October 15, 1 PM Lowe-Volk NC
How Do You Know It's Fall? Pre-
Schoolers through Kindergartners
are invited to the Nature Center to
hear this big book on the signs of
fall. The craft will include a short \
nature hike to collect leaves for leaf ~
rubbings.

Halloween Family Fun Night

Saturday, October 17, 7-9 PM Lowe-Volk NC
Come to the Lowe-Volk Park
Nature Center and celebrate
fall with a night filled with fall
fun! Dress in vyour
Halloween costume or just
come to enjoy the activities.
There will be a bon fire, face
painting, nature art, movies and a treat bag for
the first 200 kids. Bring a flashlight and go on a
guided night hike in the woods. Hay rides will be
offered for one dollar per person! See the flierin
this newsletter!

Exhibit Grand Opening

Ice Age Mammals: Mastodons and More
Saturday, October 31, 1PM Lowe-Volk NC

The Crawford Park District is proud to announce
the exhibition of Ice Age Mammal remains. The
exhibit begins on Saturday, October 31 and will
continue through Sunday, December 6. The
displayed items will be on loan from the Ohio
Historical Society and the OSU Orton Geological
Museum. Plan to see a giant beaver skull and
tooth. For mastodons, expect a tusk, mandible,
rib, vertebrae, femur, teeth, and skull. Highlights
of the exhibit will be the mastodon tooth that was
discovered in 1973 near Sulphur Springs and the
mastodon skull. You won’t want to miss the
exhibit or the presentation at the grand opening
which will focus on “Magnificent Monsters of the
Ice Age” starting at 2PM.



Magnificent Monsters of the Ice Age
Saturday, October 31, 2PM Lowe-Volk NC

During the last Ice Age many wonderful, large
mammals (the Pleistocene “Mega-fauna®)
roamed what is today Ohio. This illustrated
talk by Ohio Historical Society’s Senior
Curator of Collections, Bob Glotzhober,
explores what these animals were, what they
looked like and how they lived. It will highlight
images of some of the rarest Ohio
Pleistocene fossils held in the Ohio Historical
Society’s collections as well as other fossils
from around the state. A review of a very
exciting recent find from Medina County will
be included. Finally, we will explore why and
how these magnificent mammals
disappeared from Ohio and the face of the
earth.

Fall Nature Hike

Sunday, November 1, 2 PM Sears Woods
A season of transition, Fall is always slightly
different from year to year. Some plants will
have had a great year while others did poorly.
The timing of bird migrations will vary from
year to year. See what this season will bring.
Meet Warren Uxley at Sears Woods.

Turkey Talk: Wild Turkeys and Their
Cousins

Thursday, November 5,7 PM Lowe-Volk NC
What better way to prep for Thanksgiving
than to talk about turkeys! Hunters and non-
hunters alike will enjoy this educational
program on our chicken-like birds of the
Galliformes Family. Turkey, grouse, quail,
and pheasant are the upland game birds of
Ohio.  With their cryptic colorings, they
enable themselves to evade even the wariest
of hunters or observers. Join Josh as he

brings to light their biology,
habits, and places to find these
Gallinaceous birds. 3

Get Fit Hike

Saturday, November 7, 9 AM

Unger Park
What better way to spend a fall morning than

hiking! Cool, crisp air, fall

colors (yes, even in a prairie!),

and lots of trails to wander.

Join Josh on this heart-

pumping jaunt as he shows

you the many trails Unger Park

has to offer. This fast-paced

hike will lead us to Aumiller,

the Friendship Bridge, along the Sandusky River,
and through the prairies that make Unger Park a
jewel of Crawford County.

Lots of Leaves? Compost Them!

Composting is the decomposition of plant
remains and other once-living materials to make
an earthy, dark, crumbly substance that is
excellent for adding to houseplants or enriching
garden soil. It is the way to recycle your yard and
kitchen wastes, and is a critical step in reducing
the volume of garbage needlessly sent to landfills
for disposal. It's easy to learn how to compost.

Composting is not a new idea. In the natural
world, composting is what happens as leaves pile
up on the forest floor and begin to decay.
Eventually, the rotting leaves are returned to the
soil, where living roots can finish the recycling
process by reclaiming the nutrients from the
decomposed leaves. Composting may be at the
root of agriculture as well. Some scientists have
speculated that as early peoples dumped food
wastes in piles near their camps, the wastes
rotted and were terrific habitat for the seeds of
any food plants that sprouted there. Perhaps
people began to recognize thatdump heaps were
good places for food crops to grow, and began to
put seeds there intentionally.
http://vegweb.com/composting/

Watch for a CPD program on composting this
coming spring!
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